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 cs!Siw cs!Siw cs!Siw cs!Siw cs!Siw — CONTENTS

f. mwj;Jg;ghyf. mwj;Jg;ghyf. mwj;Jg;ghyf. mwj;Jg;ghyf. mwj;Jg;ghy ; ; ; ; ; —     Part I -VIRTUE

ghapuk;ghapuk;ghapuk;ghapuk;ghapuk; - PREFACE

mjpfhuk;

1.  flTs! tho;j;J The praise of God

2.  thd! rpwg;G The blessing of rain

3.  ePj;jhh; ngUik The merit of ascetics

4.  mwd!typAWj;jy; The power of virtue

,y;ywtpay; - DOMESTIC VIRTUE

5.  ,y;tho;f;if Married life

6.  tho;f;ifj; Jizeyk; The worth of a wife

7.  kf;fl;NgW The wealth of children

8.  md!Gilik Loving - kindness

9.  tpUe;Njhk;gy; Hospitality

10.  ,dpait $wy; Sweet words

11.  nra;ed!wp mwpjy; Gratitude

12.  eLTepiyik Equity

13.  mlf;fKilik Self-control

14.  xOf;fKilik Good decorum

15.  gpwdpy; tpioahik Against coveting another’s wife

16.  nghiwAilik Forgiveness

17.  mOf;fhwhik Avoid envy

18.  nt‡fhik Against covetousness

19.  Gwq;$whik Against slander

20.  gadpy nrhy;;yhik Against vain speaking

21.  jPtpidar;rk; Fear of sin

22.  xg;Gutwpjy; Duty to society

23.  <if Charity

24.  Gfo; Renown

25.  mUSilik Compassion

26.  Gyhy; kWj;jy; Abstinence from flesh

27.  jtk; Penance

28.  $lh xOf;fk; Imposture

29.  fs!shik Absence of fraud

30.  tha;ik Veracity

31.  ntFshik Restraining anger

32.  ,d!dh nra;ahik Non-violence

33.  nfhy;yhik Non-killing

34.  epiyahik Instability

35.  JwT Renunciation

36.  nka;Azh;jy; Truth consciousness

37.  mth mWj;jy; Curbing of desire

38.  Co; Destiny

c. nghUl;ghy;c. nghUl;ghy;c. nghUl;ghy;c. nghUl;ghy;c. nghUl;ghy; - - - - - PART II - WEALTH

murpay;murpay;murpay;murpay;murpay; - ROYALTY

39.  ,iwkhl;rp The grandeur of monarchy

40.  fy;tp Education

41.  fy;yhik Non-learning

42.  Nfs!tp Listening

43.  mwpTilik Possession of wisdom

44.  Fw;wq;fbjy; Avoiding faults

45.  nghpahiuj; Jizf; Gaining great men’s help

    Nfhly;
46.  rpw;wpdQ! Nruhik Avoiding mean company

47.  njhpe;J nray;tif Deliberation before action

48.  typawpjy; Judging strength

49.  fhyk; mwpjy; Knowing proper time

50.  ,ld! mwpjy; Judging the place

51.  njhpe;J njspjy; Testing of men for confidence
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52.  njhpe;J tpidahly; Testing and entrusting

53.  Rw;we; johy; Cherishing kinsmen

54.  nghr;rhthik Unforgetfulness

55.  nrq;Nfhd!ik Just government

56.  nfhLq;Nfhd!ik Cruel tyranny

57.  ntUte;jnra;ahik Avoiding terrorism

58.  fz!Nzhl;lk; Benign looks

59.  xw;whly; Espionage

60.  Cf;fk; cilik Energy

61.  kb ,d!ik Freedom from sloth

62.  Ms!tpid cilik Manly effort

63.  ,Lf;fz! mopahik Hope in mishap

mikr;rpay;mikr;rpay;mikr;rpay;mikr;rpay;mikr;rpay; - STATE CABINET

64.  mikr;R Ministers

65.  nrhy;td!ik Power of speech

66.  tpidj;J}a;ik Purity of action

67.  tpidj;jpl;gk; Powerful acts

68.  tpidnray;tif Modes of action

69.  J}J Embassy

70.  kd!diur; Nrh;e; Walk with kings

       njhOfy;
71.  Fwpg;gwpjy; Divining the mind

72.  mit mwpjy; Judging the audience

73.  mit mQ!rhik Courage before councils

muzpay;> Copay;> gilapaymuzpay;> Copay;> gilapaymuzpay;> Copay;> gilapaymuzpay;> Copay;> gilapaymuzpay;> Copay;> gilapay ;; ;; ; - POLITICS

74.  ehL The country

75.  muz! Fortress

76.  nghUs! nray;tif Ways of making wealth

77.  gil khl;rp The glory of army

78.  gilr; nrUf;F Military pride

el;gpayel;gpayel;gpayel;gpayel;gpay ;; ;; ; - ALLIANCE

79.  el;G    Friendship

80.  el;ghuha;jy;    Testing friendship

81.  gioik    Intimacy

82.  jP el;G    Bad friendship

83.  $lh el;G    False friendship

84.  Ngijik    Folly

85.  Gy;ywpthz!ik    Petty conceit

86.  ,fy;    Hatred

87.  gifkhl;rp    Noble hostility

88.  gifj;jpwk; njhpjy;    Appraising enemies

89.  cl;gif    Secret foe

90.  nghpahiug; gpioahikOffend not the great

91.  ngz!topr; Nrwy;    Being led by women

92.  tiutpd! kfsph;    Wanton women

93.  fs!Sz!zhik    Not drinking liquor

94.  #J    Gambling

95.  kUe;J    Medicine

xopgpay;xopgpay;xopgpay;xopgpay;xopgpay; - MISCELLANEOUS

96.  Fbik    Nobility

97.  khdk;    Honour

98.  ngUik    Greatness

99.  rhd!whz!ik    Sublimity

100.  gz!Gilik    Courtesy

101.  ed!wpapy; nry;tk;    Futile wealth

102.  ehZilik    Sensitiveness to shame

103.  Fbnray;tif    Promoting family welfare

104.  coT    Farming

105.  ey;FuT    Poverty

106.  ,uT    Asking

107.  ,utr;rk;    Dread of beggary
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108.  faik    Meanness

$.  ,d!gj;Jg; ghy;$.  ,d!gj;Jg; ghy;$.  ,d!gj;Jg; ghy;$.  ,d!gj;Jg; ghy;$.  ,d!gj;Jg; ghy;

Part -  -  -  -  - III   NATURE OF LOVE

fstpay;fstpay;fstpay;fstpay;fstpay; - ON SECRET MARRIAGE

109.  jifazq;FWj;jy;    Beauty’s dart

110.  Fwpg;gwpjy;    Signs speak the heart

111.  Gzh;r;rp kfpo;jy;    Embrace bliss

112.  eyk; Gide;Jiuj;jy;    Beauty extolled

113.  fhjw; rpwg;Giuj;jy;    Love’s excellence

114.  ehZj; JwTiuj;jy;    Decorum defied

115.  myh; mwpTWj;jy;    Public clamour

fw;gpay; fw;gpay; fw;gpay; fw;gpay; fw;gpay;  -  CHASTE WEDDED LOVE

116.  gphpthw;whik    Pangs of seperation

117.  glh;nkype;jpuq;fy;    Wailing of pining love

118.  fz!tpJg; gopjy;    Wasteful look for wistful love

119.  grg;GW gUtuy;    Wailing over pallor

120.  jdpg;glh; kpFjp    Pining alone

121.  epide;jth; Gyk;gy;    Sad memories

122.  fdTepiy ciuj;jy;    Dream visions

123.  nghOJfz!L ,uq;fy;   Eventide sigh

124.  cWg;G eyd! mopjy;    Limbs languish

125.  neQ!nrhL fpsj;jy;    Soliloquy

126.  epiwaopjy;    Reserve lost

127.  mth;tapd! tpJk;gy;    Mutual yearning

128.  Fwpg;gwpTWj;jy;    Feeling surmised

129.  Gzh;r;rp tpJk;gy;    Longing for reunion

130.  neQ!nrhL Gyj;jy;    Chiding the heart

131.  Gytp    Bouderie

132.  Gytp EZf;fk;    Feigned anger

133.  ClYtif    Sulking charms

jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!

1. mwj;Jg;ghy;1. mwj;Jg;ghy;1. mwj;Jg;ghy;1. mwj;Jg;ghy;1. mwj;Jg;ghy;
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mjpfhuk; 1.  flTs! tho;j;Jmjpfhuk; 1.  flTs! tho;j;Jmjpfhuk; 1.  flTs! tho;j;Jmjpfhuk; 1.  flTs! tho;j;Jmjpfhuk; 1.  flTs! tho;j;J

mfu Kjy vOj;njy;yhk; Mjp
gftd! Kjw;Nw cyF.                  1

fw;wjdh yha gandd!nfhy; thywptd!
ew;whs! njhohmh; vdpd!.          2

kyh;kpir Vfpdhd! khzb Nrh;e;jhh;
epykpir ePLtho; thh;.          3

       Ntz!Ljy; Ntz!lhik ,yhd!mbNrh;e;jhh;f;F
ahz!Lk; ,Lk;ig ,y.          4

,Us!Nrh; ,UtpidAk; Nruh ,iwtd!
nghUs!Nrh; Gfo;Ghpe;jhh; khl;L.          5

nghwpthapy; Ie;jtpj;jhd! ngha;jPh; xOf;f
newpepd!whh; ePLtho; thh;.          6

jdf;Ftik ,y;yhjhd! jhs!Nrh;e;jhh;f; fy;yhy;
kdf;ftiy khw;wy; mhpJ.           7

mwthop me;jzd! jhs!Nrh;e;jhh;f; fy;yhy;
gpwthop ePe;jy; mhpJ.                  8

        Nfhspy; nghwpapy; FzkpyNt vz!Fzj;jhd!
jhis tzq;fhj; jiy.          9

gpwtpg; ngUq;fly; ePe;Jth; ePe;jhh;
,iwtd! mbNruh jhh;.         10

CHAPTER  1.  THE PRAISE OF GOD

1. ‘A’ leads letters; the Ancient Lord

Leads and lords the entire world.

2. That lore is vain which does not fall

At His good feet who knoweth all.

3. Long they live on earth who gain

The feet of God in florid brain.

4. Who hold His feet who likes nor loathes

Are free from woes of human births.

5. God’s praise who tell, are free from right

And wrong, the twins of dreaming night.

6. They prosper long who walk His way

Who has the senses signed away.

7. His feet, whose likeness none can find,

Alone can ease the anxious mind.

8. Who swims the sea of vice is he

Who clasps the feet of Virtue’s sea.

9. Like senses stale that head is vain

Which bows not to Eight-Virtued Divine.

        10. The sea of births they alone swim,

Who clench His feet and cleave to Him.
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2.  thd! rpwg;G2.  thd! rpwg;G2.  thd! rpwg;G2.  thd! rpwg;G2.  thd! rpwg;G

thd!epd!W cyfk; toq;fp tUjyhy;
jhd!mkpo;jk; vd!Wzuw; ghw;W.       11

Jg;ghh;f;Fj; Jg;gha Jg;ghf;fpj; Jg;ghh;f;Fj;
Jg;gha J}ck; kio.       12

tpz!,d!W ngha;g;gpd! tphpePh; tpaDyfj;J
cs!epd!W clw;Wk; grp.       13

Vhpd! cohmh; coth; Ganyd!Dk;
thhp tsq;Fd!wpf; fhy;.       14

nfLg;gJ}cq; nfl;lhh;f;Fr; rhh;tha;kw; whq;Nf
vLg;gJ}ck; vy;yhk; kio.       15

tpRk;gpd! JsptPopd! my;yhy;kw; whq;Nf
gRk;Gy; jiyfhz!G mhpJ.       16

neLq;flYk; jd!ePh;ik Fd!Wk; jbe;njopyp
jhd!ey;fh jhfp tpbd!.       17

rpwg;nghL g+rid nry;yhJ thdk;
twf;FNky; thNdhh;f;Fk; <z!L.       18

jhdk; jtk;,uz!Lk; jq;fh tpad!cyfk;
thdk; toq;fh njdpd!.       19

ePh;,d!W mikahJ cynfdpd! ahh;ahh;f;Fk;
thd!,d!W mikahJ xOf;F.       20

II.  THE BLESSING OF RAIN

11. The genial rain ambrosia call:

The world but lasts while rain shall fall.

12. The rain begets the food we eat :

And forms a food and drink concrete.

13. Let clouds their visits stay, and dearth

Distresses all the sea-girt earth.

14. Unless the fruitful shower descend,

The ploughman’s sacred toil must end.

15. Destruction it may sometimes pour,

But only rain can life restore.

16. No grassy blade its head will rear,

If from the cloud no drop appear.

17. The ocean's wealth will waste away,

Except the cloud its stores repay.

18. The earth, beneath a barren sky,

Would offerings for the gods deny.

19. Were heaven above to fail below

Nor alms nor penance earth would show.

20. Water is life that comes from rain

Sans rain our duties go in vain.
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3.  ePj;jhh; ngUik3.  ePj;jhh; ngUik3.  ePj;jhh; ngUik3.  ePj;jhh; ngUik3.  ePj;jhh; ngUik

xOf;fj;J ePj;jhh; ngUik tpOg;gj;J
Ntz!Lk; gDty; JzpT.       21

Jwe;jhh; ngUik Jizf;$wpd! itaj;J
,we;jhiu vz!zpf;nfhz! lw;W.       22

,Uik tifnjhpe;J <z!Lmwk; g+z!lhh;
ngUik gpwq;fpw;W cyF.       23

cundd!Dk; Njhl;bahd! Xiue;Jk; fhg;ghd!
tundd!Dk; itg;gpw;Nfhh; tpj;J.       24

Ie;jtpj;jhd! Mw;wy; mfy;tpRk;G shh;Nfhkhd!
,e;jpuNd rhYq; fhp.       25

nraw;fhpa nra;thh; nghpah; rpwpah;
nraw;fhpa nra;fyh jhh;.       26

Ritxsp CWXir ehw;wnkd!W Ie;jpd!
tifnjhpthd! fl;Nl cyF.       27

epiwnkhop khe;jh; ngUik epyj;J
kiwnkhop fhl;b tpLk;.       28

Fznkd!Dk; Fd!Nwwp epd!whh; ntFsp
fzNkAk; fhj;jy; mhpJ.       29

me;jzh; vd!Nghh; mwNthh;kw; nwt;Taph;f;Fk;
nre;jz!ik g+z!nlhOf yhd!.       30

III.  THE MERIT OF ASCETICS

21. No merit can be held so high

As theirs who sense and self deny.

22. To con ascetic glory here

Is to count the dead upon the sphere.

23. No lustre can with theirs compare

Who know the right and virtue wear.

24. With hook of firmness to restrain

The senses five, is heaven to gain.

25. Indra himself has cause to say

How great the power ascetics’ sway.

26. The small the paths of ease pursue

The great achieve things rare to do.

27. They gain the world, who grasp and tell

Of taste, sight, hearing, touch and smell.

28. Full-worded men by what they say,

Their greatness to the world display.

29. Their wrath, who’ve climb’d the mount of good,

Though transient, cannot be withstood.

30. With gentle mercy towards all,

The sage fulfils the virtue’s call.
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4.  mwd!typAWj;jy;4.  mwd!typAWj;jy;4.  mwd!typAWj;jy;4.  mwd!typAWj;jy;4.  mwd!typAWj;jy;

rpwg;G<Dk; nry;tKk; <Dk; mwj;jpD}cq;F
Mf;fk; vtNdh caph;f;F.       31

mwj;jpD}cq;F Mf;fk; ,y;iy mjid
kwj;jypd! Cq;fpy;iy NfL.       32

xy;Yk; tifahd! mwtpid XthNj
nry;Yk;th nay;yhQ! nray;.       33

kdj;Jf;fz! khrpyd! Mjy; midj;Jmwd!
MFy ePu gpw.       34

mOf;fhW mthntFsp ,d!dhr;nrhy; ehd!Fk;
,Of;fh ,ad!wJ mwk;.       35

md!wwpthk; vd!dhJ mwQ!nra;f kw;wJ
nghd!Wq;fhy; nghd!whj; Jiz.       36

mwj;jhW ,Jntd Ntz!lh rptpif
nghWj;jhNdhL Ch;e;jhd! ,il.       37

tPo;ehs! glhmik ed!whw;wpd! m‡njhUtd!
tho;ehs! topailf;Fq; fy;.       38

mwj;jhd! tUtNj ,d!gk;kw; nwy;yhk;
Gwj;j GfOk; ,y.       39

nraw;ghy NjhUk; mwNd xUtw;F
caw;ghy NjhUk; gop.       40

IV.  THE POWER OF VIRTUE

31. From virtue weal and wealth outflow;

What greater good can mankind know ?

32. Virtue enhances joy and gain;

Forsaking it is fall and pain.

33. Perform good deeds as much you can

Always and everywhere, o man !

34. In spotless mind virtue is found

And not in show and swelling sound.

35. Four ills eshew and virtue reach,

Lust, anger, envy, evil-speech.

36. Do good enow; defer it not

A deathless aid in death if sought.

37. Litter-bearer and rider say

Without a word, the fortune’s way.

38. Like stones that block rebirth and pain

Are doing good and good again.

39. Weal flows only from virtue done

The rest is rue and renown gone.

40. Worthy act is virtue done

Vice is what we ought to shun.
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5.  ,y;tho;f;if5.  ,y;tho;f;if5.  ,y;tho;f;if5.  ,y;tho;f;if5.  ,y;tho;f;if

,y;tho;thd! vd!ghd! ,ay;Gila %th;f;Fk;
ey;yhw;wpd! epd!w Jiz.         41

Jwe;jhh;f;Fk; Jt;th jth;f;Fk; ,we;jhh;f;Fk;
,y;tho;thd! vd!ghd! Jiz.         42

njd!Gyj;jhh; nja;tk; tpUe;njhf;fy; jhndd!whq;F
Ik;Gyj;jhW Xk;gy; jiy.         43

gopaQ!rpg; ghj;J}z! cilj;jhapd! tho;f;if
topnaQ!ry; vQ!Qhd!Wk; ,y;.         44

md!Gk; mwDk; cilj;jhapd! ,y;tho;f;if
gz!Gk; gaDk; mJ.         45

mwj;jhw;wpd! ,y;tho;f;if ahw;wpd! Gwj;jhw;wpw;
Nghxa;g; ngWtJ vtd!.         46

,ay;gpdhd! ,y;tho;f;if tho;gtd! vd!ghd!
Kay;thUs! vy;yhe; jiy.         47

Mw;wpd! xOf;fp mwdpOf;fh ,y;tho;f;if
Nehw;ghhpd! Nehd!ik cilj;J.         48

mwnddg; gl;lNj ,y;tho;f;if m‡Jk;
gpwd!gopg;gJ ,y;yhapd! ed!W.         49

itaj;Js! tho;thq;F tho;gtd! thDiwAk;
nja;tj;Js! itf;fg; gLk;.        50

V.  MARRIED LIFE

41. The ideal householder is he

Who aids the natural orders three.

42. His help the monk and retired share,

And celibate students are his care.

43. By dutiful householder’s aid

God, manes, kin, self and guests are served.

44. Sin he shuns and food he shares

His home is bright and brighter fares.

45. In grace and gain the home excels,

Where love with virtue sweetly dwells.

46. Who turns from righteous family

To be a monk, what profits he?

47. Of all who strive for bliss, the great

Is he who leads the married state.

48. Straight in virtue, right in living,

Make men brighter than monks praying.

49. Home-life and virtue, are the same;

Which spotless monkhood too can claim.

50. He is a man of divine worth

Who lives in ideal home on earth.
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6.  tho;f;ifj; Jizeyk;6.  tho;f;ifj; Jizeyk;6.  tho;f;ifj; Jizeyk;6.  tho;f;ifj; Jizeyk;6.  tho;f;ifj; Jizeyk;

kidj;jf;f khz!Gilas! Mfpj;jw; nfhz!lhd!
tsj;jf;fhs! tho;f;ifj; Jiz.         51

kidkhl;rp ,y;yhs!fz! ,y;yhapd! tho;f;if
vidkhl;rpj; jhapDk; ,y;.         52

,y;ynjd! ,y;yts! khz!ghdhy; cs!snjd!
,y;yts! khzhf; fil.         53

ngz!zpw; ngUe;jf;f ahTs fw;ngd!Dk;
jpz!ikAz! lhfg; ngwpd!.         54

nja;te; njhohms! nfhOed! njhOnjOths!
nga;nadg; nga;Ak; kio.         55

jw;fhj;Jj; jw;nfhz!lhw; Ngzpj; jifrhd!w
nrhw;fhj;Jr; Nrhh;tpyhs! ngz!.         56

rpiwfhf;Fq; fhg;Gvtd! nra;Ak; kfsph;
epiwfhf;Fq; fhg;Ng jiy.         57

ngw;whw; ngwpd!ngWth; ngz!bh; ngUQ!rpwg;Gg;
Gj;Njsph; thOk; cyF.         58

Gfo;Ghpe;j ,y;ypNyhh;f;F ,y;iy ,fo;thh;Kd!
VWNghy; gPL eil.         59

kq;fyk; vd!g kidkhl;rp kw;Wmjd!
ed!fyk; ed!kf;fl; NgW.         60

VI.  THE WORTH OF A WIFE

51. A good housewife befits the house,

Spending with thrift the mate’s resource.

52. Bright is home when wife is chaste,

If not all greatness is but waste.

53. What is rare when wife is good,

What can be there when she is bad ?

54. What greater fortune is for men

Than a constant chaste woman ?

55. Her spouse before God who adores,

Is like rain that at request pours.

56. The good wife guards herself from blame,

She tends her spouse and brings him fame.

57. Of what avail are watch and ward ?

Their purity is woman’s guard.

58. Women who win their husband’s heart

Shall flourish where the gods resort.

59. A cuckold has not the lion-like gait

Before his detractors aright.

60. An honest wife is home’s delight

And children good are jewels abright.
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7.  kf;fl;NgW7.  kf;fl;NgW7.  kf;fl;NgW7.  kf;fl;NgW7.  kf;fl;NgW

ngWktw;Ws! ahkwptJ ,y;iy mwptwpe;j
kf;fl;NgW my;y gpw.         61

vOgpwg;Gk; jPait jPz!lh gopgpwq;fhg;
gz!Gil kf;fl; ngwpd!.         62

jk;nghUs! vd!gjk; kf;fs! mth;nghUs!
jk;jk; tpidahd! tUk;.         63

mkpo;jpDk; Mw;w ,dpNjjk; kf;fs!
rpWif mshtpa $o;.         64

kf;fs!nka; jPz!ly; clw;fpd!gk; kw;Wmth;
nrhw;Nfl;ly; ,d!gk; nrtpf;F.         65

Foy;,dpJ aho;,dpJ vd!gjk; kf;fs!
koiyr;nrhy; Nfsh jth;.         66

je;ij kfw;F Mw;Wk; ed!wp mitaj;J
Ke;jp apUg;gr; nray;.         67

jk;kpd!jk; kf;fs! mwpTilik khepyj;J
kd!Daph;f; nfy;yhk; ,dpJ.         68

<d!w nghOjpw; nghpJtf;Fk; jd!kfidr;
rhd!Nwhd! vdf;Nfl;l jha;.         69

kfd!je;ijf;F Mw;Wk; cjtp ,td!je;ij
vd!Ndhw;whd! nfhy;vDQ! nrhy;.         70

VII.  THE WEALTH OF CHILDREN

61. The world no higher bliss bestows

Than children virtuous and wise.

62. No evil comes and no blemish;

Noble sons bring all we wish.

63. Children are one’s wealth indeed

Their wealth is measured by their deed.

64. The food is more than nectar sweet

In which one’s children hands insert.

65. Children’s touch delights the body

Sweet to ears are their words lovely.

66. The flute and lute are sweet they say

Deaf to baby’s babble’s lay !

67. A father’s duty to his son is

To seat him in front of the wise.

68. With joy the hearts of parents swell

To see their children themselves excel.

69. The mother, hearing her son’s merit

Delights more than when she begot.

70. The son to sire this word is debt

“What penance such a son begot!”



Thirukkural Couplets

8.  md!Gilik8.  md!Gilik8.  md!Gilik8.  md!Gilik8.  md!Gilik

md!gpw;Fk; cz!Nlh milf;Fe;jho; Mh;tyh;
Gd!fz!ePh; g+ry; jUk;.         71

md!gpyhh; vy;yhe; jkf;Fhpah; md!Gilahh;
vd!Gk; chpah; gpwh;f;F.         72

md!NghL ,iae;j tof;nfd!g MUaph;f;F
vd!NghL ,iae;j njhlh;G.         73

md!G<Dk; Mh;tk; cilik mJ<Dk;
ez!ngd!Dk; ehlhr; rpwg;G.         74

md!Gw;W mkh;e;j tof;nfd!g itafj;J
,d!Gw;whh; va;JQ! rpwg;G.         75

mwj;jpw;Nf md!Grhh; ngd!g mwpahh;
kwj;jpw;Fk; m‡Nj Jiz.         76

vd!gp yjid ntapy;Nghyf; fhANk
md!gp yjid mwk;.         77

md!gfj; jpy;yh caph;tho;f;if td!ghw;fz!
tw;wy; kue;jsph;j; jw;W.         78

Gwj;JWg; ngy;yhk; vtd!nra;Ak; ahf;if
mfj;JWg;G md!gp yth;f;F.         79

md!gpd! topaJ caph;epiy m‡jpyhh;f;F
vd!GNjhy; Nghh;j;j clk;G.        80

VIII.  LOVING - KINDNESS

71. What bolt can bar true love in fact

The trickling tears reveal the heart.

72. To selves belong the loveless ones;

To oth’rs the loving e’en to bones.

73. Soul is encased in frame of bone

To taste the life of love alone.

74. Love yields aspiration and thence

Friendship springs up in excellence.

75. The crowning joy of home life flows

From peaceful psychic love always.

76. “Love is virtue’s friend” say know-nots

It helps us against evil plots.

77. Justice burns the loveless form

Like solar blaze the boneless worm.

78. Life bereft of love is gloom

Can sapless tree in desert bloom?

79. Love is the heart which limbs must move,

Or vain the outer parts will prove.

80. The seat of life is love alone;

Or beings are but skin and bone !



Thirukkural Couplets

9.  tpUe;Njhk;gy;9.  tpUe;Njhk;gy;9.  tpUe;Njhk;gy;9.  tpUe;Njhk;gy;9.  tpUe;Njhk;gy;

,Ue;Njhk;gp ,y;tho;t njy;yhk; tpUe;Njhk;gp
Ntshz!ik nra;jw; nghUl;L.         81

tpUe;J Gwj;jjhj; jhDz!ly; rhth
kUe;njdpDk; Ntz!lw;ghw; wd!W.         82

tUtpUe;J itfYk; Xk;Gthd! tho;f;if
gUte;J gho;gLjy; ,d!W.         83

mfdkh;e;J nra;ahs! ciwAk; Kfdkh;e;J
ey;tpUe;J Xk;Gthd! ,y;.         84

tpj;Jk; ,ly;Ntz!Lk; nfhy;Nyh tpUe;Njhk;gp
kpr;rpy; kpirthd! Gyk;.        85

nry;tpUe;J Xk;gp tUtpUe;J ghh;j;jpUg;ghd!
ey;tpUe;J thdj; jth;f;F.         86

,idj;Jizj; njd!gnjhd! wpy;iy tpUe;jpd!
Jizj;Jiz Nts!tpg; gad!.         87

ghpe;Njhk;gpg; gw;ww;Nwk; vd!gh; tpUe;Njhk;gp
Nts!tp jiyg;glh jhh;.         88

cilikAs! ,d!ik tpUe;Njhk;gy; Xk;gh
klik klthh;fz! cz!L.         89

Nkhg;gf; FioAk; mdpr;rk; Kfe;jphpe;J
Nehf;ff; FioAk; tpUe;J.         90

IX.  HOSPITALITY

81. Men set up home, toil and earn

To tend the guests and do good turn.

82. To keep out guests cannot be good

Albeit you eat nectar-like food.

83. Who tends his guests day in and out

His life in want never wears out.

84. The goddess of wealth will gladly rest

Where smiles welcome the worthy guest.

85. Should his field be sown who first

Feeds the guests and eats the rest ?

86. Who tends a guest and looks for next

Is a welcome guest in heaven’s feast.

87. Worth of the guest of quality

Is worth of hospitality.

88. Who loathe guest-service one day cry:

“We toil and store; but life is dry”

89. The man of wealth is poor indeed

Whose folly fails the guest to feed.

90. Anicham smelt withers; like that

A wry-faced look withers the guest.



Thirukkural Couplets

10.  ,dpait $wy;10.  ,dpait $wy;10.  ,dpait $wy;10.  ,dpait $wy;10.  ,dpait $wy;

,d!nrhyhy; <uk; mis,g; gbW,ythQ!
nrk;nghUs! fz!lhh;tha;r; nrhy;.         91

mfdkh;e;J <jypd! ed!Nw Kfdkh;e;J
,d!nrhy dhfg; ngwpd!.         92

Kfj;jhd! mkh;e;J,dpJ Nehf;fp mfj;jhdhk;
,d!nrh ypdNj mwk;.         93

Jd!GW}ce; Jt;thik ,y;yhFk; ahh;kl;Lk;
,d!GW}ck; ,d!nrh yth;f;F.         94

gzpTilad! ,d!nrhyd! Mjy; xUtw;F
mzpay;y kw;Wg; gpw.         95

my;yit Nja mwk;ngUFk; ey;yit
ehb ,dpa nrhypd!.         96

ead!<d!W ed!wp gaf;Fk; gad!<d!W
gz!gpd! jiyg;gphpahr; nrhy;.         97

rpWikAs! ePq;fpa ,d!nrhy; kWikAk;
,k;ikAk; ,d!ge; jUk;.         98

,d!nrhy; ,dpjPd!wy; fhz!ghd! vtd!nfhNyh
td!nrhy; toq;F tJ.         99

,dpa csthf ,d!dhj $wy;
fdpapUg;gf; fha;fth;e; jw;W.       100

X.  SWEET WORDS

91. The words of Seers are lovely sweet

Merciful and free from deceit.

92. Sweet words from smiling lips dispense

More joys than heart’s beneficence.

93. Calm face, sweet look, kind words from heart

Such is the gracious virtue’s part.

94. Whose loving words delight each one

The woe of want from them is gone.

95. To be humble and sweet words speak

No other jewel do wise men seek.

96. His sins vanish, his virtues grow

Whose fruitful words with sweetness flow.

97. The fruitful courteous kindly words

Lead to goodness and graceful  deeds.

98. Kind words free from meanness delight

This life on earth and life the next.

99. Who sees the sweets of sweetness here

To use harsh words how can he dare ?

100. Leaving ripe fruits the raw he eats

Who speaks harsh words when sweet word suits



Thirukkural Couplets

11.  nra;e;ed!wp mwpjy;11.  nra;e;ed!wp mwpjy;11.  nra;e;ed!wp mwpjy;11.  nra;e;ed!wp mwpjy;11.  nra;e;ed!wp mwpjy;

nra;ahkw; nra;j cjtpf;F itafKk;
thdfKk; Mw;w yhpJ.        101

fhyj;jp dhw;nra;j ed!wp rpwpnjdpDk;
Qhyj;jpd! khzg; nghpJ.        102

gad!J}f;fhh; nra;j cjtp ead!J}f;fpd!
ed!ik flypw; nghpJ.        103

jpidj;Jiz ed!wp nrapDk; gidj;Jizahf;
nfhs!th; gad!njhp thh;.        104

cjtp tiuj;jd!W cjtp cjtp
nrag;gl;lhh; rhy;gpd! tiuj;J.       105

kwtw;f khrw;whh; Nfz!ik Jwtw;f
Jd!gj;Js! Jg;ghahh; el;G.        106

vOik vOgpwg;Gk; cs!Sth; jq;fz!
tpOke; Jilj;jth; el;G.        107

ed!wp kwg;gJ ed!wd!W ed!wy;yJ
md!Nw kwg;gJ ed!W.       108

nfhd!wd!d ,d!dh nrapDk; mth;nra;j
xd!Wed!W cs!sf; nfLk;.        109

ve;ed!wp nfhd!whh;f;Fk; ca;Tz!lhk; ca;tpy;iy
nra;e;ed!wp nfhd!w kfw;F.        110

XI.  GRATITUDE

101. Unhelped in turn good help given

Exceeds in worth earth and heaven.

102. A help rendered in hour of need

Though small is greater than the world.

103. Help rendered without weighing fruits

Outweighs the sea in grand effects.

104. Help given though millet - small

Knowers count its good palm - tree tall.

105. A help is not the help’s measure

It is gainer’s worth and pleasure.

106. Forget not friendship of the pure

Forsake not timely helpers sure.

107. Through sevenfold births, in memory fares

The willing friend who wiped one’s tears.

108. To forget good turns is not good

Good it is over wrong not to brood.

109. Let deadly harms be forgotten

While remembering one good-turn.

110. The virtue-killer may be saved

Not benefit-killer who is damned.



Thirukkural Couplets

12.  eLT epiyik12.  eLT epiyik12.  eLT epiyik12.  eLT epiyik12.  eLT epiyik

jFjp vdnthd!W ed!Nw gFjpahy;
ghw;gl;L xOfg; ngwpd!.        111

nrg;gk; cilatd! Mf;fQ! rpijtpd!wp
vr;rj;jpw; Nfkhg;G cilj;J.        112

ed!Nw jhpDk; eLtpfe;jhk; Mf;fj;ij
md!Nw xopa tply;.        113

jf;fhh; jftpyh; vd!gJ mtuth;
vr;rj;jhw; fhzg; gLk;.        114

NfLk; ngUf;fKk; ,y;yy;y neQ!rj;Jf;
Nfhlhik rhd!Nwhh;f; fzp.        115

nfLty;ahd! vd!gJ mwpfjd! neQ!rk;
eLxhP, my;y nrapd!.        116

nfLthf itahJ cyfk; eLthf
ed!wpf;fz! jq;fpahd! jho;T.        117

rkd!nra;J rPh;J}f;Fq; Nfhy;Nghy; mike;njhUghy;
Nfhlhik rhd!Nwhh;f; fzp.        118

nrhw;Nfhl;lk; ,y;yJ nrg;gk; xUjiyah
cl;Nfhl;lk; ,d!ik ngwpd!.        119

thzpfQ! nra;thh;f;F thzpfk; Ngzpg;
gpwTe; jkNghw; nrapd!.       120

XII.  EQUITY

111. Equity is supreme virtue

It is to give each man his due.

112. Wealth of the man of equity

Grows and lasts to posterity.

113. Though profitable, turn away

From unjust gains without delay.

114. The worthy and the unworthy

Are seen in their posterity.

115. Loss and gain by cause arise;

Equal mind adorns the wise.

116. Of perdition let him be sure

Who leaves justice to sinful lure.

117. The just reduced to poverty

Is not held down by equity.

118. Like balance holding equal scales

A well poised mind is jewel of the wise.

119. Justice is upright, unbending

And free from crooked word-twisting.

120. A trader’s trade prospers fairly

When his dealings are neighbourly.



Thirukkural Couplets

13.  mlf;fKilik13.  mlf;fKilik13.  mlf;fKilik13.  mlf;fKilik13.  mlf;fKilik

mlf;fk; mkuUs! ca;f;Fk; mlq;fhik
MhpUs! ca;j;J tpLk;.        121

fhf;f nghUsh mlf;fj;ij Mf;fk;
mjdpD}cq; fpy;iy caph;f;F.        122

nrwptwpe;J rPh;ik gaf;Fk; mwptwpe;J
Mw;wpd! mlq;fg; ngwpd!.        123

epiyapy; jphpahJ mlq;fpahd! Njhw;wk;
kiyapDk; khzg; nghpJ.        124

vy;yhh;f;Fk; ed!whk; gzpjy; mtUs!Sk;
nry;th;f;Nf nry;te; jifj;J.               125

xUikAs! MikNghy; Ie;jlf;fy; Mw;wpd!
vOikAk; Vkhg; Gilj;J.        126

ahfhth uhapDk; ehfhf;f fhthf;fhy;
Nrhfhg;gh; nrhy;ypOf;Fg; gl;L.        127

xd!whDk; jPr;nrhy; nghUl;gad! cz!lhapd!
ed!whfh jhfp tpLk;.               128

jPapdhw; Rl;lGz! cs!shWk; MwhNj
ehtpdhw; Rl;l tL.        129

fjq;fhj;Jf; fw;wlq;fy; Mw;Wthd! nrt;tp
mwk;ghh;f;Fk; Mw;wpd! Eioe;J.        130

XIII.  SELF-CONTROL

121. Self-rule leads to realms of gods

Indulgence leads to gloomy hades.

122. No gains with self-control measure

Guard with care this great treasure.

123. Knowing wisdom who lives controlled

Name and fame seek him untold.

124. Firmly fixed in self serene

The sage looks grander than mountain.

125. Humility is good for all

To the rich it adds a wealth special.

126. Who senses five like tortoise hold

Their joy prolongs to births sevenfold.

127. Rein the tongue if nothing else

Or slips of tongue bring all the woes.

128. Even a single evil word

Will turn all good results to bad.

129. The fire-burnt wounds do find a cure

Tongue-burnt wound rests a running sore.

130. Virtue seeks and peeps to see

Self-controlled savant anger free.



Thirukkural Couplets

14.  xOf;fKilik14.  xOf;fKilik14.  xOf;fKilik14.  xOf;fKilik14.  xOf;fKilik

xOf;fk; tpOg;gk; juyhd! xOf;fk;
caphpDk; Xk;gg; gLk;.        131

ghpe;Njhk;gpf; fhf;f xOf;fk; njhpe;Njhk;gpj;
NjhpDk; m‡Nj Jiz.        132

xOf;fk; cilik Fbik ,Of;fk;
,ope;j gpwg;gha; tpLk;.        133

kwg;gpDk; xj;Jf; nfhsyhFk; ghh;g;ghd!
gpwg;nghOf;fq; Fd!wf; nfLk;.        134

mOf;fh Wilahd!fz! Mf;fk;Nghd!W ,y;iy
xOf;f kpyhd!fz! cah;T.               135

xOf;fj;jpd! xy;fhh; cuNthh; ,Of;fj;jpd!
Vjk; gLghf; fwpe;J.        136

xOf;fj;jpd! va;Jth; Nkd!ik ,Of;fj;jpd!
va;Jth; va;jhg; gop.        137

ed!wpf;F tpj;jhFk; ey;nyhOf;fk; jPnahOf;fk;
vd!Wk; ,Lk;ig jUk;.               138

xOf;f Kilath;f;F xy;yhNt jPa
tOf;fpAk; thahw; nrhyy;.        139

cyfj;NjhL xl;l xOfy; gyfw;Wk;
fy;yhh; mwptpyh jhh;.               140

XIV.  GOOD DECORUM

131. Decorum does one dignity

More than life guard its purity.

132. Virtues of conduct all excel;

The soul's aid should be guarded well.

133. Good conduct shows good family;

Low manners mark anomaly.

134. Readers recall forgotten lore,

But conduct lost returns no more.

135. The envious prosper but ill

The ill-behaved sinks lower still.

136. The firm from virtue falter not

They know the ills of evil thought.

137. Conduct good ennobles man,

Bad conduct entails disgrace mean.

138. Good conduct sows seeds of blessings

Bad conduct endless evil brings.

139. Foul words will never fall from lips

Of righteous men even by slips.

140. Though read much they are ignorant

Whose life is not world-accordant.



Thirukkural Couplets

15.  gpwdpy; tpioahik15.  gpwdpy; tpioahik15.  gpwdpy; tpioahik15.  gpwdpy; tpioahik15.  gpwdpy; tpioahik

gpwd!nghUshs! ngl;nlhOFk; Ngijik Qhyj;J
mwk;nghUs! fz!lhh;fz! ,y;.        141

mwd!fil epd!whUs! vy;yhk; gpwd!fil
epd!whhpd! Ngijahh; ,y;.        142

tpspe;jhhpd! Ntwy;yh; kd!w njspe;jhhpy;
jPik Ghpe;JxOF thh;.        143

vidj;Jizah; MapDk; vd!dhk; jpidj;JizAk;
Njuhd! gpwdpy; Gfy;.        144

vspnjd ,y;ypwg;ghd! va;JnkQ! Qhd!Wk;
tpspahJ epw;Fk; gop.               145

gifghtk; mr;rk; gopnad ehd!Fk;
,fththk; ,y;ypwg;ghd! fz!.        146

mwdpayhd! ,y;tho;thd! vd!ghd! gpwdpayhd!
ngz!ik eath jtd!.        147

gpwd!kid Nehf;fhj Nguhz!ik rhd!Nwhh;f;F
mwndhd!Nwh Md!w xOf;F.        148

eyf;Fhpahh; ahnudpd! ehkePh; itg;gpd!
gpww;Fhpahs! Njhs!Njhah jhh;.        149

mwd!tiuahd! my;y nrapDk; gpwd!tiuahs!
ngz!ik eathik ed!W.               150

XV.  AGAINST COVETING ANOTHER’S WIFE

141. Who know the wealth and virtue’s way

After other’s wife do not stray.

142. He is the worst law breaking boor

Who haunts around his neighbour’s door.

143. The vile are dead who evil aim

And put faithful friends’ wives to shame.

144. Their boasted greatness means nothing

When to another’s wife they cling.

145. Who trifles with another’s wife

His guilty stain will last for life.

146. Hatred, sin, fear, and shame-these four

Stain adulterers ever more.

147. He is the righteous householder

His neighbour’s wife who covets never.

148. They lead a high-souled manly life

The pure who eye not another’s wife.

149. Good in storm-bound earth is with those

Who clasp not arms of another’s spouse.

150. Sinners breaking virtue’s behest

Lust not for another’s wife at least.



Thirukkural Couplets

16.  nghiwAilik16.  nghiwAilik16.  nghiwAilik16.  nghiwAilik16.  nghiwAilik

mfo;thiuj; jhq;Fk; epyk;Nghyj; jk;ik
,fo;thh;g; nghWj;jy; jiy.        151

nghWj;jy; ,wg;gpid vd!Wk; mjid
kwj;jy; mjdpDk; ed!W.               152

,d!ikAs! ,d!ik tpUe;njhuhy; td!ikAs!
td!ik klthh;g; nghiw.               153

epiwAilik ePq;fhik Ntz!bd! nghiwAilik
Nghw;wp xOfg; gLk;.               154

xWj;jhiu xd!whf itahNu itg;gh;
nghWj;jhiug; nghd!Nghw; nghjpe;J.       155

xWj;jhh;f;F xUehis ,d!gk; nghWj;jhh;f;Fg;
nghd!We; JizAk; Gfo;.        156

jpwdy;y jw;gpwh; nra;apDk; Nehnehe;J
mwdy;y nra;ahik ed!W.        157

kpFjpahd! kpf;fit nra;jhiuj; jhe;jk;
jFjpahd! ntd!W tply;.               158

Jwe;jhhpd! J}a;ik cilah; ,we;jhh;tha;
,d!dhr;nrhy; Nehw;fpw; gth;.               159

cz!zhJ Nehw;gh; nghpah; gpwh;nrhy;Yk;
,d!dhr;nrhy; Nehw;ghhpd! gpd!.        160

XVI.  FORGIVENESS

151. As earth bears up with diggers too

To bear revilers is prime virtue.

152. Forgive insults is a good habit

Better it is to forget it.

153. Neglect the guest is dearth of dearth

To bear with fools is strength of strength.

154. Practice of patient quality

Retains intact integrity.

155. Vengeance is not in esteem held

Patience is praised as hidden gold.

156. Revenge accords but one day’s joy

Patience carries its praise for aye.

157. Though others cause you wanton pain

Grieve not; from unjust harm refrain.

158. By noble forbearance vanquish

The proud that have caused you anguish.

159. More than ascetics they are pure

Who bitter tongues meekly endure.

160. Who fast are great to do penance

Greater are they who bear offence.



Thirukkural Couplets

17.  mOf;fhwhik17.  mOf;fhwhik17.  mOf;fhwhik17.  mOf;fhwhik17.  mOf;fhwhik

xOf;fhwhf; nfhs!f xUtd!jd! neQ!rj;J
mOf;fhW ,y;yhj ,ay;G.       161

tpOg;Ngw;wpd! m‡njhg;gJ ,y;iyahh; khl;Lk;
mOf;fhw;wpd! md!ik ngwpd!.       162

mwd!Mf;fk; Ntz!lhjhd! vd!ghd! gpwdhf;fk;
NgzhJ mOf;fWg; ghd!.       163

mOf;fhw;wpd! my;yit nra;ahh; ,Of;fhw;wpd!
Vjk; gLghf;F mwpe;J.       164

mOf;fhW cilahh;f;F mJrhYk; xd!dhh;
tOf;fpAk; NfBd! gJ.              165

nfhLg;gJ mOf;fWg;ghd! Rw;wk; cLg;gJ}ck;
cz!gJ}ck; ,d!wpf; nfLk;.       166

mt;tpj;J mOf;fhW cilahidr; nra;ats!
jt;itiaf; fhl;b tpLk;.       167

mOf;fhW vdxU ghtp jpUr;nrw;Wj;
jPAop ca;j;J tpLk;.              168

mt;tpa neQ!rj;jhd! Mf;fKQ! nrt;tpahd!
NfLk; epidf;fg; gLk;.       169

mOf;fw;W mfd!whUk; ,y;iym‡J ,y;yhh;
ngUf;fj;jpy; jPh;e;jhUk; ,y;.              170

XVII.  AVOID ENVY

161. Deem your heart as virtuous

When your nature is not jealous.

162. No excellence excels the one

That by nature envies none.

163. Who envies others’ good fortune

Can’t prosper in virtue of his own.

164. The wise through envy don’t other’s wrong

Knowing that woes from evils throng.

165. Man shall be wrecked by envy’s whim

Even if enemies spare him.

166. Who envies gifts shall suffer ruin

Without food and clothes with his kin.

167. Fortune deserts the envious

Leaving misfortune ominious.

168. Caitiff envy despoils wealth

And drags one into evil path.

169. Why is envy rich, goodmen poor

People with surprise think over.

170. The envious prosper never

The envyless prosper ever.



Thirukkural Couplets

18.  nt‡fhik18.  nt‡fhik18.  nt‡fhik18.  nt‡fhik18.  nt‡fhik

eLtpd!wp ed!nghUs! nt‡fpd! Fbnghd!wpf;
Fw;wKk; Mq;Nf jUk;.        171

gLgad! nt‡fpg; gopg;gLt nra;ahh;
eLtd!ik ehZ gth;.        172

rpw;wpd!gk; nt‡fp mwdy;y nra;ahNu
kw;wpd!gk; Ntz!L gth;.        173

,ynkd!W nt‡Fjy; nra;ahh; Gyk;ntd!w
Gd!ikapy; fhl;rp ath;.        174

m‡fp mfd!w mwpntd!dhk; ahh;khl;Lk;
nt‡fp ntwpa nrapd!.               175

mUs!nt‡fp Mw;wpd!fz! epd!whd! nghUs!nt‡fpg;
nghy;yhj #of; nfLk;.        176

Ntz!lw;f nt‡fpahk; Mf;fk; tpistapd!
khz!lw; fhpjhk; gad!.        177

m‡fhik nry;tj;jpw;F ahnjdpd! nt‡fhik
Ntz!Lk; gpwd!ifg; nghUs!.               178

mwdwpe;J nt‡fh mwpTilahh;r; NrUk;
jpwd!mwpe; jhq;Nf jpU.        179

,wy;<Dk; vz!zhJ nt‡fpd! tpwy;<Dk;
Ntz!lhik vd!DQ! nrUf;F.               180

XVIII.  AGAINST COVETOUSNESS

171. Who covets other’s honest wealth

That greed ruins his house forthwith.

172. Who shrink with shame from sin, refrain

From coveting which brings ruin.

173. For spiritual bliss who long

For fleeting joy commit no wrong.

174. The truth-knowers of sense-control

Though in want covet not at all.

175. What is one’s subtle wisdom worth

If it deals ill with all on earth.

176. Who seeks for grace on righteous path

Suffers by evil covetous wealth.

177. Shun the fruit of covetousness

All its yield is inglorious.

178. The mark of lasting wealth is shown

By not coveting others’ own.

179. Fortune seeks the just and wise

Who are free from coveting vice.

180. Desireless, greatness conquers all;

Coveting misers ruined fall.



Thirukkural Couplets

19.  Gwq;$whik19.  Gwq;$whik19.  Gwq;$whik19.  Gwq;$whik19.  Gwq;$whik

mwq;$whd! my;y nrapDk; xUtd!
Gwq;$whd! vd!wy; ,dpJ.       181

mwdoP, my;yit nra;jypd! jPNj
GwdoP,g; ngha;j;J eif.               182

Gwq;$wpg; ngha;j;Japh; tho;jypd! rhjy;
mwq;$Wk; Mf;fk; jUk;.               183

fz!epd!W fz!zwr; nrhy;ypDk; nrhy;yw;f
Kd!,d!W gpd!Nehf;fhr; nrhy;.               184

mwQ!nrhy;Yk; neQ!rj;jhd! md!ik GwQ!nrhy;Yk;
Gd!ikahw; fhzg; gLk;.              185

gpwd!gop $Wthd! jd!gop As!Sk;
jpwd!njhpe;J $wg; gLk;.               186

gfr;nrhy;ypf; Nfsph;g; gphpg;gh; efr;nrhy;yp
el;ghly; Njw;wh jth;.               187

Jd!dpahh; Fw;wKk; J}w;Wk; kugpdhh;
vd!idnfhy; Vjpyhh; khl;L.                   188

mwd!Nehf;fp Mw;Wq;nfhy; itak; Gwd!Nehf;fpg;
Gd!nrhy; ciug;ghd! nghiw.               189

Vjpyhh; Fw;wk;Nghy; jq;Fw;wq; fhz!fpw;gpd!
jPJz!Nlh kd!Dk; caph;f;F.               190

XIX.  AGAINST SLANDER

181. Though a man from virtue strays,

To keep from slander brings him praise.

182. Who bite behind, and before smile

Are worse than open traitors vile.

183. Virtue thinks it better to die,

Than live to backbite and to lie.

184. Though harsh you speak in one’s presence

Abuse is worse in his absence.

185. Who turns to slander makes it plain

His praise of virtue is in vain.

186. His failings will be found and shown,

Who makes another’s failings known.

187. By pleasing words who make not friends

Sever their hearts by hostile trends.

188. What will they not to strangers do

Who bring their friends’ defects to view?

189. The world in mercy bears his load

Who rants behind words untoward.

190. No harm would fall to any man

If each his own defect could scan.
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20.  gadpy nrhy;yhik20.  gadpy nrhy;yhik20.  gadpy nrhy;yhik20.  gadpy nrhy;yhik20.  gadpy nrhy;yhik

gy;yhh; Kdpag; gadpy nrhy;Ythd!
vy;yhUk; vs!sg; gLk;.        191

gapdpy gy;yhh;Kd! nrhy;yy; eadpy
el;lhh;fz! nra;jypd! jPJ.        192

eadpyd! vd!gJ nrhy;Yk; gadpy
ghhpj; Jiuf;Fk; ciu.        193

ead!rhuh ed!ikapd! ePf;Fk; gad!rhuhg;
gz!gpy;nrhy; gy;yh ufj;J.        194

rPh;ik rpwg;nghL ePq;Fk; gadpy
ePh;ik Ailahh; nrhypd!.               195

gadpy;nrhy; ghuhl;L thid kfd!vdy;
kf;fl; gjb nady;.        196

eadpy nrhy;ypDQ! nrhy;Yf rhd!Nwhh;
gadpy nrhy;yhik ed!W.        197

mUk;gad! MAk; mwptpdhh; nrhy;yhh;
ngUk;gad! ,y;yhj nrhy;.                       198

nghUs!jPh;e;j nghr;rhe;JQ! nrhy;yhh; kUs!jPh;e;j
khrW fhl;rp ath;.        199

nrhy;Yf nrhy;ypw; gaDila nrhy;yw;f
nrhy;ypw; gadpyhr; nrhy;.       200

XX.  AGAINST VAIN SPEAKING

191. With silly words who insults all

Is held in contempt as banal.

192. Vain talk before many is worse

Than doing to friends deeds adverse.

193. The babbler’s hasty lips proclaim

That ‘good-for-nothing’ is his name.

194. Vain words before an assembly

Will make all gains and goodness flee.

195. Glory and grace will go away

When savants silly nonsense say.

196. Call him a human chaff who prides

Himself in weightless idle words.

197. Let not men of worth vainly quack

Even if they would roughly speak.

198. The wise who weigh the worth refrain

From words that have no grain and brain.

199. The wise of spotless self-vision

Slip not to silly words-mention.

200. To purpose speak the fruitful word

And never indulge in useless load.
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21.  jPtpidar;rk;21.  jPtpidar;rk;21.  jPtpidar;rk;21.  jPtpidar;rk;21.  jPtpidar;rk;

jPtpidahh; mQ!rhh; tpOkpahh; mQ!Rth;
jPtpid vd!Dk; nrUf;F.               201

jPait jPa gaj;jyhy; jPait
jPapDk; mQ!rg; gLk;.               202

mwptpDs! vy;yhe; jiynad!g jPa
nrWthh;f;Fk; nra;ah tply;.               203

kwe;Jk; gpwd!NfL #ow;f #opd!
mwQ!#Ok; #o;e;jtd! NfL.               204

,yd!vd!W jPait nra;aw;f nra;apd!
,ydhFk; kw;Wk; ngah;j;J.               205

jPg;ghy jhd!gpwh;fz! nra;aw;f Neha;g;ghy;
jd!id mly;Ntz!lh jhd!.               206

vidg;gif Aw;whUk; ca;th; tpidg;gif
tPahJ gpd!nrd!W mLk;.               207

jPait nra;jhh; nfLjy; epoy;jd!id
tPahJ mbciwe; jw;W.               208

jd!idj;jhd! fhjy dhapd! vidj;njhd!Wk;
Jd!dw;f jPtpidg; ghy;.               209

mUq;Nfld! vd!gJ mwpf kUq;Nfhbj;
jPtpid nra;ahd! vdpd!.               210

XXI.  FEAR OF SIN

201. Sinners fear not the pride of sin,

The worthy dread the ill within.

202. Since evil begets evil dire

Fear ye evil more than fire.

203. The wisest of the wise are those

Who injure not even their foes.

204. His ruin virtue plots who plans

The ruin of another man’s.

205. Who makes poverty plea for ill

Shall reduce himself poorer still.

206. From wounding others let him refrain

Who would from harm himself remain.

207. Men may escape other foes and live

But sin its deadly blow will give.

208. Ruin follows who evil do

As shadow follows as they go.

209. Let none who loves himself at all

Think of evil however small.

210. He is secure, know ye, from ills

Who slips not right path to do evils.
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22.  xg;Gutwpjy;22.  xg;Gutwpjy;22.  xg;Gutwpjy;22.  xg;Gutwpjy;22.  xg;Gutwpjy;

ifk;khW Ntz!lh flg;ghL khhpkhl;L
vd!Mw;Wq; nfhy;Nyh cyF.        211

jhshw;wpj; je;j nghUnsy;yhk; jf;fhh;f;F
Ntshz!ik nra;jw; nghUl;L.        212

Gj;Nj Syfj;Jk; <z!Lk; ngwyhpNj
xg;Gutpd! ey;y gpw.        213

xj;j jwpthd! caph;tho;thd! kw;iwahd!
nrj;jhUs! itf;fg; gLk;.        214

CUzp ePh;epiwe; jw;Nw cyfthk;
Nguwp thsd! jpU.               215

gad!kuk; cs!@h;g; gOj;jw;why; nry;tk;
eaDil ahd!fz! gbd!.        216

kUe;jhfpj; jg;gh kuj;jw;why; nry;tk;
ngUe;jif ahd!fz! gbd!.        217

,ldpy; gUtj;Jk; xg;Gutpw;F xy;fhh;
fldwp fhl;rp ath;.               218

eaDilahd! ey;$h;e;jh dhjy; nrAk;ePh;
nra;ahJ mikfyh thW.        219

xg;Gutp dhy;tUk; Nfnldpd! m‡njhUtd!
tpw;Wf;Nfhs! jf;f Jilj;J.               220

XXII.  DUTY TO SOCIETY

211. Duty demands nothing in turn;

How can the world recompense rain ?

212. All the wealth that toils give

Is meant to serve those who deserve.

213. In heav’n and earth ‘tis hard to find

A greater good than being kind.

214. He lives who knows befitting act

Others are deemed as dead in fact.

215. The wealth that wise and kind do make

Is like water that fills a lake.

216. Who plenty gets and plenty gives

Is like town-tree teeming with fruits.

217. The wealth of a wide-hearted soul

Is a herbal tree that healeth all.

218. Though seers may fall on evil days

Their sense of duty never strays.

219. The good man’s poverty and grief

Is want of means to give relief.

220. By good if ruin comes across

Sell yourself to save that loss.
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23.  <if23.  <if23.  <if23.  <if23.  <if

twpahh;f;nfhd!W <tNj <ifkw; nwy;yhk;
Fwpnajph;g;ig ePu Jilj;J.        221

ey;yhW vdpDk; nfhsy;jPJ NkYyfk;
,y;nydpDk; <jNy ed!W.               222

,yndd!Dk; vt;tk; ciuahik <jy;
FyDilahd! fz!Nz cs.               223

,d!dhJ ,uf;fg; gLjy; ,ue;jth;
,d!Kfq; fhZk; msT.               224

Mw;Wthh; Mw;wy; grpMw;wy; mg;grpia
khw;Wthh; Mw;wypd! gpd!.               225

mw;whh; mopgrp jPh;j;jy; m‡njhUtd!
ngw;whd! nghUs!itg; Gop.               226

ghj;J}z! khP, atidg; grpvd!Dk;
jPg;gpzp jPz!ly; mhpJ.               227

<j;Jtf;Fk; ,d!gk; mwpahh;nfhy; jhKilik
itj;jpof;Fk; td!f zth;.               228

,uj;jypd! ,d!dhJ kd!w epug;gpa
jhNk jkpah; czy;.               229

rhjypd! ,d!dhj jpy;iy ,dpjJ}ck;
<jy; ,iaahf; fil.               230

XXIII.  CHARITY

221. To give the poor is charity

The rest is loan and vanity.

222. To beg is bad e’en from the good

To give is good, were heaven forbid.

223. Not pleading ‘I am nothing worth,’

But giving marks a noble birth.

224. The cry for alms is painful sight

Until the giver sees him bright.

225. Higher’s power which hunger cures

Than that of penance which endures.

226. Drive from the poor their gnawing pains,

If room you seek to store your gains.

227. Who shares his food with those who need

Hunger shall not harm his creed.

228. The joy of give and take they lose

Hard-hearted rich whose hoarding fails.

229. Worse than begging is that boarding

Alone what one’s greed is hoarding.

230. Nothing is more painful than death

Yet more is pain of giftless dearth.



Thirukkural Couplets

24.  Gfo;24.  Gfo;24.  Gfo;24.  Gfo;24.  Gfo;

<jy; ,irgl tho;jy; mJty;yJ
Cjpak; ,y;iy caph;f;F.               231

ciug;ghh; ciug;git vy;yhk; ,ug;ghh;f;nfhd!W
<thh;Nky; epw;Fk; Gfo;.               232

xd!wh cyfj;J cah;e;j Gfoy;yhy;
nghd!whJ epw;gnjhd!W ,y;.               233

epytiu ePs!Gfo; Mw;wpd! Gytiug;
Nghw;whJ Gj;Njs! cyF.               234

ej;jk;Nghy; NfLk; csjhFk; rhf;fhLk;
tpj;jfh;f; fy;yhy; mhpJ.               235

Njhd!wpd! GfnohL Njhd!Wf m‡jpyhh;
Njhd!wypd! Njhd!whik ed!W.               236

Gfo;gl thohjhh; je;Nehthh; jk;ik
,fo;thiu NehtJ vtd!.        237

tirnad!g itaj;jhh;f; nfy;yhk; ,irnad!Dk;
vr;rk; ngwhm tpbd!.               238

tirapyh tz!gad! Fd!Wk; ,irapyh
ahf;if nghWj;j epyk;.        239

tirxopa tho;thNu tho;thh; ,irnahopa
tho;thNu thoh jth;.               240

XXIV.  RENOWN

231. They gather fame who freely give

The greatest gain for all that live.

232. The glory of the alms-giver

Is praised aloud as popular.

233. Nothing else lasts on earth for e’er

Saving high fame of the giver !

234. From hailing gods heavens will cease

To hail the men of lasting praise.

235. Fame in fall and life in death

Are rare but for the soulful worth.

236. Be born with fame if birth you want

If not of birth you must not vaunt.

237. Why grieve at those who blame the shame

Of those who cannot live in fame ?

238. To men on earth it is a shame

Not to beget the child of fame.

239. The land will shrink in yield if men

O’erburden it without renown.

240. They live who live without blemish

The blameful ones do not flourish.



Thirukkural Couplets

25.  mUSilik25.  mUSilik25.  mUSilik25.  mUSilik25.  mUSilik

mUl;nry;tk; nry;tj;Js! nry;tk; nghUl;nry;tk;
g+hpahh; fz!Zk; cs.               241

ey;yhw;why; ehb mUshs!f gy;yhw;why;
NjhpDk; m‡Nj Jiz.               242

mUs!Nrh;e;j neQ!rpdhh;f; fpy;iy ,Us!Nrh;e;j
,d!dh cyfk; Gfy;.               243

kd!Daph; Xk;gp mUshs!thw;F ,y;nyd!g
jd!Daph; mQ!Rk; tpid.               244

my;yy; mUshs!thh;f;F ,y;iy tsptoq;Fk;
ky;yy;kh Qhyk; fhp.               245

nghUs!ePq;fpg; nghr;rhe;jhh; vd!gh; mUs!ePq;fp
my;yit nra;njhOF thh;.               246

mUspy;yhh;f;F mt;Tyfk; ,y;iy nghUspy;yhh;f;F
,t;Tyfk; ,y;yhfp ahq;F.               247

nghUsw;whh; g+g;gh; xUfhy; mUsw;whh;
mw;whh;kw; whjy; mhpJ.       248

njUshjhd! nka;g;nghUs! fz!lw;why; Njhpd!
mUshjhd! nra;Ak; mwk;.               249

typahh;Kd! jd!id epidf;fjhd! jd!dpd!
nkypahh;Nky; nry;Yk; ,lj;J.               250

XXV.  COMPASSION

241. The wealth of wealth is wealth of grace

Earthly wealth e’en the basest has.

242. Seek by sound ways good compassion;

All faiths mark that for—salvation.

243. The hearts of mercy shall not go

Into darks worlds of gruesome woe.

244. His soul is free from dread of sins

Whose mercy serveth all beings.

245. The wide wind-fed world witness bears;

Men of mercy meet not sorrows.

246. Who grace forsake and graceless act

The former loss and woes forget.

247. This world is not for wealthless ones

That world is not for graceless swines.

248. The wealthless may prosper one day;

The graceless never bloom agay.

249. Like Truth twisted by confused mind

Wisdom is vain in hearts unkind.

250. Think how you feel before the strong

When to the feeble you do wrong.
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26.  Gyhy; kWj;jy;26.  Gyhy; kWj;jy;26.  Gyhy; kWj;jy;26.  Gyhy; kWj;jy;26.  Gyhy; kWj;jy;

jd!D}d! ngUf;fw;Fj; jhd!gpwpJ CDz!ghd!
vq;qdk; MSk; mUs!.               251

nghUshl;rp Nghw;whjhh;f;F ,y;iy mUshl;rp
Mq;fpy;iy Cd!jpd! gth;f;F.               252

gilnfhz!lhh; neQ!rk;Nghy; ed!W}f;fhJ xd!wd!
cly;Rit cz!lhh; kdk;.               253

mUsy;yJ ahnjdpy; nfhy;yhik Nfhwy;
nghUsy;yJ mt;T+d! jpdy;.               254

cz!zhik cs!sJ caph;epiy CDz!z
mz!zhj;jy; nra;ahW msW.               255

jpdw;nghUl;lhy; nfhy;yhJ cynfdpd! ahUk;
tpiyg;nghUl;lhy; Cd!jUthh; ,y;.         256

cz!zhik Ntz!Lk; Gyhmy; gpwpnjhd!wd!
Gz!zhJ czh;thh;g; ngwpd!.        257

nraphpd! jiyg;gphpe;j fhl;rpahh; cz!zhh;
caphpd! jiyg;gphpe;j Cd!.                      258

mtpnrhhpe; jhapuk; Ntl;lypd! xd!wd!
caph;nrFj; Jz!zhik ed!W.               259

nfhy;yhd! Gyhiy kWj;jhidf; if$g;gp
vy;yh capUk; njhOk;.               260

XXVI.  ABSTINENCE FROM FLESH

251. What graciousness can one command

Who feeds his flesh by flesh gourmand.

252. The thriftless have no property

And flesh-eaters have no pity.

253. Who wields a steel is steel-hearted

Who tastes body is hard-hearted.

254. If merciless it is to kill,

To kill and eat is disgraceful.

255. Off with flesh; a life you save

The eater hell’s mouth shall not waive !

256. None would kill and sell the flesh

For eating it if they don’t wish.

257. From eating flesh men must abstain

If they but feel the being’s pain.

258. Whose mind from illusion is freed

Refuse on lifeless flesh to feed.

259. Not to-kill-and-eat, truly

Excels thousand pourings of ghee !

260. All lives shall lift their palms to him

Who eats not flesh nor kills with whim.
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27.  jtk;27.  jtk;27.  jtk;27.  jtk;27.  jtk;

cw;wNeha; Nehd!wy; caph;f;FWfz! nra;ahik
mw;Nw jtj;jpw; FU.                       261

jtKk; jtKilahh;f;F MFk; mtk;mjid
m‡jpyhh; Nkw;nfhs! tJ.               262

Jwe;jhh;f;Fj; Jg;GuT Ntz!b kwe;jhh;nfhy;
kw;iw ath;fs! jtk;.               263

xd!dhh;j; njwYk; cte;jhiu Mf;fYk;
vz!zpd! jtj;jhd! tUk;.               264

Ntz!ba Ntz!bahq; nfa;jyhy; nra;jtk;
<z!L Kayg; gLk;.               265

jtQ!nra;thh; jq;fUkQ! nra;thh;kw; wy;yhh;
mtQ!nra;thh; MirAl; gl;L.               266

Rlr;RlUk; nghd!Nghy; xsptpLk; Jd!gQ!
Rlr;Rl Nehw;fpw; gth;f;F.               267

jd!Daph; jhd!mwg; ngw;whid Vida
kd!Dap nuy;yhk; njhOk;.               268

$w;wk; Fjpj;jYk; if$Lk; Nehw;wypd!
Mw;wy; jiyg;gl; lth;f;F.               269

,yh;gy uhfpa fhuzk; Nehw;ghh;
rpyh;gyh; Nehyh jth;.               270

XXVII.  PENANCE

261. Pains endure; pain not beings

This is the type of true penance.

262. Penance is fit for penitents

Not for him who in vain pretends.

263. Is it to true penitent’s aid,

That others austere path avoid ?

264. In penance lies the power to save

The friends and foil the foe and knave.

265. What they wish as they wish is won

Here hence by men penance is done.

266. Who do penance achieve their aim

Others desire-rid themselves harm.

267. Pure and bright gets the gold in fire;

And so the life by pain austere.

268. He worship wins from every soul

Who Master is by soul control.

269. They can even defy death

Who get by penance godly strength.

270. Many are poor and few are rich

For they care not for penance much.
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28.  $lh xOf;fk;28.  $lh xOf;fk;28.  $lh xOf;fk;28.  $lh xOf;fk;28.  $lh xOf;fk;

tQ!r kdj;jhd! gbw;nwhOf;fk; g+jq;fs!
Ie;Jk; mfj;Nj eFk;.                       271

thDah; Njhw;wk; vtd!nra;Ak; jd!neQ!rk;
jhd!mwp Fw;wg; gbd!.                       272

typapy; epiyikahd! ty;YUtk; ngw;wk;
Gypapd!Njhy; Nghh;j;JNka;e; jw;W.        273

jtkiwe;J my;yit nra;jy; Gjy;kiwe;J
Ntl;Ltd! Gs!rpkpo;j; jw;W.                       274

gw;ww;Nwk; vd!ghh; gbw;nwhOf;fk; vw;nww;nwd!W
Vjk; gyTe; jUk;.        275

neQ!rpy; Jwthh; Jwe;jhh;Nghy; tQ!rpj;J
tho;thhpd! td!fzhh; ,y;.               276

Gwq;Fd!wp fz!lida NuDk; mfq;Fd!wp
%f;fpw; fhpahh; cilj;J.        277

kdj;jJ khrhf khz!lhh;eP uhb
kiwe;njhOF khe;jh; gyh;.               278

fiznfhbJ aho;NfhL nrt;tpJMq; fd!d
tpidgL ghyhy; nfhsy;.               279

kopj;jYk; ePl;lYk; Ntz!lh cyfk;
gopj;jJ xopj;J tpbd!.               280

XXVIII.  IMPOSTURE

271. Elements five of feigned life

Of a sly hypocrite within laugh.

272. Of what avail are sky-high shows

When guilt the conscience gnaws and knows.

273. Vaunting sainthood while weak within

Seems a grazer with tiger skin.

274. Sinning in saintly show is like

Fowlers in ambush birds to strike.

275. Who false within but freedom feign

Shall moan “What have we done” with pain.

276. Vilest is he who seems a saint

Cheating the world without restraint.

277. Berry-red is outward view,

Black like its nose his inward hue.

278. Filthy in mind some bathe in streams

Hiding sins in showy extremes.

279. Know men by acts and not by forms

Straight arrow kills, bent lute but charms.

280. No balding nor tangling the hair !

Abstain from condemned acts with care.
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29.  fs!shik29.  fs!shik29.  fs!shik29.  fs!shik29.  fs!shik

vs!shik Ntz!Lthd! vd!ghd! vidj;njhd!Wk;
fs!shik fhf;fjd! neQ!R.               281

cs!sj;jhy; cs!sYk; jPNj gpwd!nghUisf;
fs!sj;jhy; fs!Ntk; vdy;.               282

fstpdhy; Mfpa Mf;fk; mstpwe;J
MtJ Nghyf; nfLk;.               283

fstpd!fz! fd!wpa fhjy; tpistpd!fz!
tPah tpOkk; jUk;.               284

mUs!fUjp md!Gila uhjy; nghUs!fUjpg;
nghr;rhg;Gg; ghh;g;ghh;fz! ,y;.               285

mstpd!fz! epd!nwhOfy; Mw;whh; fstpd!fz!
fd!wpa fhj yth;.       286

fsntd!Dk; fhuwp thz!ik msntd!Dk;
Mw;wy; Ghpe;jhh;fz! ,y;.        287

mstwpe;jhh; neQ!rj; jwk;Nghy; epw;Fk;
fstwpe;jhh; neQ!rpy; fuT.                      288

msty;y nra;jhq;Nf tPth; fsty;y
kw;iwa Njw;wh jth;.               289

fs!thh;f;Fj; js!Sk; caph;epiy fs!shh;f;Fj;
js!shJ Gj;Nj SyF.               290

XXIX.  ABSENCE OF FRAUD

281. Let him who would reproachless be

From all frauds guard his conscience free.

282. “We will by fraud win other’s wealth”

Even this thought is sin and stealth.

283. The gain by fraud may overflow

But swift to ruin it shall go.

284. The fruit that fraud and greed obtain

Shall end in endless grief and pain.

285. Love and Grace are not their worth

Who watch to waylay dozer’s wealth.

286. They cannot walk in measured bounds

Who crave and have covetous ends.

287. Men of measured wisdom shun

Black art of fraud and what it won.

288. Virtue abides in righteous hearts

Into minds of frauds deceit darts.

289. They perish in their perfidy

Who know nothing but pilfery.

290. Even the body rejects thieves;

The honest men, heaven receives.
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30.  tha;ik30.  tha;ik30.  tha;ik30.  tha;ik30.  tha;ik

tha;ik vdg;gLtJ ahnjdpd! ahnjhd!Wk;
jPik ,yhj nrhyy;.               291

ngha;k;ikAk; tha;ik aplj;j GiujPh;e;j
ed!ik gaf;Fk; vdpd!.               292

jd!neQ! rwptJ ngha;aw;f ngha;j;jgpd!
jd!neQ!Nr jd!idr; RLk;.               293

cs!sj;jhy; ngha;ah njhOfpd! cyfj;jhh;
cs!sj;J nsy;yhk; csd!.               294

kdj;njhL tha;ik nkhopapd! jtj;njhL
jhdQ!nra; thhpd! jiy.               295

ngha;ahik md!d Gfopy;iy va;ahik
vy;yh mwKk; jUk;.               296

ngha;ahik ngha;ahik Mw;wpd! mwk;gpw
nra;ahik nra;ahik ed!W.               297

Gwj;J}a;ik ePuhd! mikAk; mfj;J}a;ik
tha;ikahy; fhzg; gLk;.               298

vy;yh tpsf;Fk; tpsf;fy;y rhd!Nwhh;f;Fg;
ngha;ah tpsf;Nf tpsf;F.               299

ahnka;ahf; fz!ltw;Ws! ,y;iy vidj;njhd!Wk;
tha;ikapd! ey;y gpw.               300

XXX.  VERACITY

291. If “What is truth?” the question be,

It is to speak out evil-free.

292. E’en falsehood may for truth suffice,

When good it brings removing vice.

293. Let not a man knowingly lie;

Conscience will scorch and make him sigh.

294. He lives in loving hearts of all

Who serves the Truth serene in soul.

295. To speak the truth from heart sincere

Is more than giving and living austere.

296. Not to lie brings all the praise

All virtues from Truth arise.

297. Lie not lie not.  Naught else you need

All virtues are in Truth indeed.

298. Water makes you pure outward

Truth renders you pure inward.

299. All lights are not lights for the wise;

Truth light is light bright like Sun-light.

300. Of all the things we here have seen

Nothing surpasses Truth serene !
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31.  ntFshik31.  ntFshik31.  ntFshik31.  ntFshik31.  ntFshik

nry;yplj;Jf; fhg;ghd! rpdq;fhg;ghd! my;yplj;Jf;
fhf;fpd!vd! fhthf;fhy; vd!.               301

nry;yh ,lj;Jr; rpde;jPJ nry;yplj;Jk;
,y;mjdpd! jPa gpw.               302

kwj;jy; ntFspia ahh;khl;Lk; jPa
gpwj;jy; mjdhd! tUk;.               303

eifAk; ctifAk; nfhy;Yk; rpdj;jpd!
gifAk; csNth gpw.               304

jd!idj;jhd! fhf;fpd! rpdq;fhf;f fhthf;fhy;
jd!idNa nfhy;Yk; rpdk;.                      305

rpdnkd!Dk; Nrh;e;jhiuf; nfhy;yp ,dnkd!Dk;
Vkg; Giziar; RLk;.               306

rpdj;ijg; nghUnsd!W nfhz!ltd! NfL
epyj;jiwe;jhd! ifgpioah jw;W.              307

,zh;vhp Njha;td!d ,d!dh nrapDk;
Gzhpd! ntFshik ed!W.                      308

cs!spa njy;yhk; clnda;Jk; cs!sj;jhy;
cs!shd! ntFsp vdpd!.               309

,we;jhh; ,we;jhh; midah; rpdj;ijj;
Jwe;jhh; Jwe;jhh; Jiz.               310

XXXI.  RESTRAINING ANGER

301. Anger against the weak is wrong

It is futile against the strong.

302. Vain is wrath against men of force

Against the meek it is still worse.

303. Off with wrath with any one

It is the source of sin and pain.

304. Is there a foe like harmful ire

Which kills the smile and joyful cheer ?

305. Thyself to save, from wrath away !

If not thyself the wrath will slay.

306. Friend-killer is the fatal rage

It burns the helpful kinship-barge.

307. The wrath-lover to doom is bound

Like failless-hand that strikes the ground.

308. Save thy soul from burning ire

Though tortured like the touch of fire.

309. Wishes he gains as he wishes

If man refrains from rage vicious !

310. Dead are they who are anger-fed

Saints are they from whom wrath has fled.
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32.  ,d!dh nra;ahik32.  ,d!dh nra;ahik32.  ,d!dh nra;ahik32.  ,d!dh nra;ahik32.  ,d!dh nra;ahik

rpwg;G<Dk; nry;tk; ngwpDk; gpwh;f;F,d!dh
nra;ahik khrw;whh; Nfhs!.                311

fWj;J,d!dh nra;jtf; fz!Zk; kWj;J,d!dh
nra;ahik khrw;whh; Nfhs!.               312

nra;ahky; nrw;whh;f;Fk; ,d!dhj nra;jgpd!
ca;ah tpOke; jUk;.               313

,d!dhnra; jhiu xWj;jy; mth;ehz
ed!dak; nra;J tply;.               314

mwptpdhd! MFt Jz!Nlh gpwpjpd!Neha;
je;Neha;Nghy; Nghw;whf; fil.               315

,d!dh vdj;jhd! czh;e;jit Jd!dhik
Ntz!Lk; gpwd!fz! nray;.               316

vidj;jhDk; vQ!Qhd!Wk; ahh;f;Fk; kdj;jhdhk;
khzhnra; ahik jiy.               317

jd!Daph;f;F ,d!dhik jhdwpthd! vd!nfhNyh
kd!Daph;f;F ,d!dh nray;.               318

gpwh;f;F ,d!dh Kw;gfy; nra;apd! jkf;F,d!dh
gpw;gfy; jhNk tUk;.                       319

Neha;vy;yhk; Neha;nra;jhh; Nkythk; Neha;nra;ahh;
Nehapd!ik Ntz!L gth;.               320

XXXII.  NON VIOLENCE

311. The pure by faith mean pain to none

Though princely wealth by that is won.

312. The spotless hearts seek not revenge

Though Malice does the worst in rage.

313. Revenging even causeless hate

Bad-blood breeds and baneful heat.

314. Doing good-turns, put them to shame

Thus chide the evil who do harm.

315. What does a man from wisdom gain

If he pines not at other’s pain ?

316. What you feel as ‘pain’ to yourself

Do it not to the other-self.

317. Any, anywhere injure not

At any time even in thought.

318. How can he injure other souls

Who in his life injury feels.

319. Harm others in the forenoon

Harm seeks thee in afternoon.

320. No harm is done by peace-lovers

For pains rebound on pain-givers.
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33.  nfhy;yhik33.  nfhy;yhik33.  nfhy;yhik33.  nfhy;yhik33.  nfhy;yhik

mwtpid ahnjdpy; nfhy;yhik Nfhwy;
gpwtpid vy;yhe; jUk;.                       321

gFj;Jz!L gy;Yaph; Xk;Gjy; E}Nyhh;
njhFj;jtw;Ws! vy;yhe; jiy.               322

xd!whf ey;yJ nfhy;yhikƒ kw;Wmjd!
gpd!rhug; ngha;ahik ed!W.               323

ey;yhW vdg;gLtJ ahnjdpd! ahnjhd!Wk;
nfhy;yhik #Ok; newp.               324

epiymQ!rp ePj;jhUs! vy;yhk; nfhiymQ!rpf;
nfhy;yhik #o;thd! jiy.               325

nfhy;yhik Nkw;nfhz! nlhOFthd! tho;ehs!Nky;
nry;yhJ capUz!Zq; $w;W.               326

jd!Daph; ePg;gpDk; nra;aw;f jhd!gpwpJ
,d!Daph; ePf;Fk; tpid.               327

ed!whFk; Mf;fk; nghpnjdpDk; rhd!Nwhh;f;Ff;
nfhd!whFk; Mf;fk; fil.               328

nfhiytpida uhfpa khf;fs! Giytpidah;
Gd!ik njhpth ufj;J.               329

caph;clk;gpd! ePf;fpahh; vd!g nraph;clk;gpd!
nry;yhj;jP tho;f;if ath;.               330

XXXIII.  NON-KILLING

321. What is Virtue? ‘Tis not to kill

For killing causes every ill.

322. Share the food and serve all lives

This is the law of all the laws.

323. Not to kill is unique good

The next, not to utter falsehood.

324. What way is good? That we can say

The way away from heat to slay.

325. Of saints who renounce birth-fearing

The head is he who dreads killing.

326. Life-eating-Death shall spare the breath

Of him who no life puts to death.

327. Kill not life that others cherish

Even when your life must perish.

328. The gain of slaughter is a vice

Though deemed good in sacrifice.

329. Those who live by slaying are

Eaters of carrion bizarre !

330. The loathsome poor sickly and sore

Are killers stained by blood before.



Thirukkural Couplets

34.  epiyahik34.  epiyahik34.  epiyahik34.  epiyahik34.  epiyahik

epy;yhj tw;iw epiyapd vd!WzUk;
Gy;ywp thz!ik fil.               331

$j;jhl;L mitf;Fohj; jw;Nw ngUQ!nry;tk;
Nghf;Fk; mJtpspe; jw;W.               332

mw;fh ,ay;gpw;Wr; nry;tk; mJngw;why;
mw;Fg Mq;Nf nray;.               333

ehnsd xd!WNghy; fhl;b caph;<Uk;
thsJ czh;thh;g; ngwpd!.               334

ehr;nrw;W tpf;Fs!Nky; thuhKd! ey;tpid
Nkw;nrd!W nra;ag; gLk;.               335

neUey; csndhUtd! ,d!wpy;iy vd!Dk;
ngUik cilj;J,t; TyF.               336

xUnghOJk; tho;tJ mwpahh; fUJg
NfhbAk; my;y gy.               337

Flk;ig jdpj;Jxopag; Gs!gwe; jw;Nw
clk;nghL caphpil el;G.               338

cwq;F tJNghYk; rhf;fhL cwq;fp
tpopg;gJ NghYk; gpwg;G.               339

Gf;fpy; mike;jpd!W nfhy;Nyh clk;gpDs!
Jr;rpy; ,Ue;j caph;f;F.               340

XXXIV.  INSTABILITY

331. The worst of follies it is told

The fleeting as lasting to hold.

332. Like a drama-crowd wealth gathers

Like passing show its pride too goes.

333. Wealth wanes away; but when it comes

Take care to do enduring things.

334. The showy day is but a saw

Your life, know that, to file and gnaw.

335. Ere tongue benumbs and hiccough comes

Rise up to do good deed betimes.

336. One was yesterday; not today !

The wonder of the world’s way !

337. Man knows not  his next moment

On crores of things he is intent.

338. The soul from body any day

Like bird from egg-shell flies away.

339. Death is like a slumber deep

And birth like waking from that sleep.

340. The life berthed in this body shows

A fixed home it never knows.
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35.  JwT35.  JwT35.  JwT35.  JwT35.  JwT

ahjdpd! ahjdpd! ePq;fpahd! Nehjy;
mjdpd! mjdpd! ,yd!.               341

Ntz!bd!cz! lhfj; Jwf;f Jwe;jgpd!
<z!L,aw; ghy gy.               342

mly;Ntz!Lk; Ie;jd! Gyj;ij tply;Ntz!Lk;
Ntz!ba vy;yhk; xUq;F.               343

,ay;ghFk; Nehd!gpw;nfhd!W ,d!ik cilik
kayhFk; kw;Wk; ngah;j;J.               344

kw;Wk; njhlh;g;ghL vtd!nfhy; gpwg;gWf;fy;
cw;whh;f;F clk;Gk; kpif.               345

ahd!vdJ vd!Dk; nrUf;FmWg;ghd! thNdhh;f;F
cah;e;j cyfk; GFk;.               346

gw;wp tplhm ,Lk;igfs! gw;wpidg;
gw;wp tplhm jth;f;F.               347

jiyg;gl;lhh; jPuj; Jwe;jhh; kaq;fp
tiyg;gl;lhh; kw;iw  ath;.       348

gw;ww;w fz!Nz gpwg;gWf;Fk; kw;W
epiyahik fhzg; gLk;.        349

gw;Wf gw;ww;whd! gw;wpid mg;gw;iwg;
gw;Wf gw;W tplw;F.                      350

XXXV.  RENUNCIATION

341. From what from what a man is free

From that, from that his torments flee.

342. Give up all to gain the True

And endless joys shall hence seek you.

343. Curb the senses five and renounce

The craving desires all at once.

344. To have nothing is law of vows

Having the least deludes and snares.

345. Why add to bonds while this body

Is too much for saints to be birth-free.

346. Who curbs the pride of I and mine

Gets a world rare for gods to gain.

347. Grief clings on and on to those

Who cling to bonds without release.

348. Who renounce all are free from care

Others suffer delusive snare.

349. Bondage cut off, rebirth is off

The world then seems instable stuff.

350. Bind thyself to the unbound one

That binding breaks all bonds anon.
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36.  nka;Azh;jy;36.  nka;Azh;jy;36.  nka;Azh;jy;36.  nka;Azh;jy;36.  nka;Azh;jy;

nghUsy;y tw;iwg; nghUnsd!W czUk;
kUshdhk; khzhg; gpwg;G.               351

,Us!ePq;fp ,d!gk; gaf;Fk; kUs!ePq;fp
khrW fhl;rp ath;f;F.               352

Iaj;jpd! ePq;fpj; njspe;jhh;f;F itaj;jpd!
thdk; ezpa Jilj;J.               353

IAzh;T va;jpaf; fz!Zk; gakpd!Nw
nka;Azh;T ,y;yh jth;f;F.               354

vg;nghUs! vj;jd!ikj; jhapDk; mg;nghUs!
nka;g;nghUs! fhz!gJ mwpT.               355

fw;wPz!L nka;g;nghUs! fz!lhh; jiyg;gLth;
kw;wPz!L thuh newp.               356

Xh;j;Js!sk; cs!sJ czhpd! xUjiyahg;
Ngh;j;Js!s Ntz!lh gpwg;G.               357

gpwg;ngd!Dk; Ngijik ePq;fr; rpwg;ngd!Dk;
nrk;nghUs! fhz!gJ mwpT.               358

rhh;Gzh;e;J rhh;G nflxOfpd! kw;wopj;Jr;
rhh;juh rhh;jU Neha;.               359

fhkk; ntFsp kaf;fk; ,it%d!wd!
ehkk; nflf;nfLk; Neha;.               360

XXXVI.  TRUTH-CONSCIOUSNESS

351. That error entails ignoble birth

Which deems vain things as things of worth.

352. Men of spotless pure insight

Enjoy delight devoid of night.

353. To doubtless minds whose heart is clear

More than earth heaven is near.

354. Knowledge of five senses is vain

Without knowing the Truth within.

355. Knowledge is Truth of things to find

In every case of every kind.

356. Who learn and here the Truth discern

Enter the path of non-return.

357. One-minded sage sees inner-truth

He is free from thoughts of rebirth.

358. It is knowledge to know Self-Truth

And remove the folly of birth.

359. Know the Refuge; off with bondage

Be free from ills of thraldom, O Sage.

360. Woes expire when lust, wrath, folly

Expire even to name, fully.
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37.  mth mWj;jy;37.  mth mWj;jy;37.  mth mWj;jy;37.  mth mWj;jy;37.  mth mWj;jy;

mthvd!g vy;yh caph;f;Fk;vQ! Qhd!Wk;
jthmg; gpwg;gPDk; tpj;J.               361

Ntz!Lq;fhy; Ntz!Lk; gpwthik kw;wJ
Ntz!lhik Ntz!l tUk;.               362

Ntz!lhik md!d tpOr;nry;tk; <z!by;iy
ahz!Lk; m‡njhg;gJ ,y;.               363

J}ca;ik vd!gJ mthtpd!ik kw;wJ
thma;ik Ntz!l tUk;.               364

mw;wth; vd!ghh; mthmw;whh; kw;iwahh;
mw;whf mw;wJ ,yh;.               365

mQ!Rt NjhUk; mwNd xUtid
tQ!rpg;g NjhUk; mth.        366

mthtpid Mw;w mWg;gpd! jthtpid
jhd!Ntz!L khw;whd! tUk;.        367

mth,y;yhh;f; fpy;yhFe; Jd!gk;m‡ Jz!Nly;
jthmJ Nkd!Nky; tUk;.       368

,d!gk; ,ilawh jPz!Lk; mthntd!Dk;
Jd!gj;Js! Jd!gq; nfbd!.               369

Muh ,aw;if mthePg;gpd! me;epiyNa
Nguh ,aw;if jUk;.               370

XXXVII.  CURBING OF DESIRE

361. Desire to all, always is seed

From which ceaseless births proceed.

362. If long thou must, long for non-birth

It comes by longing no more for earth.

363. No such wealth is here and there

As peerless wealth of non-desire.

364. To nothing crave is purity

That is the fruit of verity.

365. The free are those who desire not

The rest not free in bonds are caught.

366. Dread desire; Virtue is there

To every soul desire is snare !

367. Destroy desire ; deliverance

Comes as much as you aspire hence.

368. Desire extinct no sorrow-taints

Grief comes on grief where it pretends.

369. Desire, the woe of woes, destroy

Joy of joys here you enjoy.

370. Off with desire insatiate

You gain the native blissful state.
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38.  Co;38.  Co;38.  Co;38.  Co;38.  Co;

M$ohy; Njhd!Wk; mirtpd!ik ifg;nghUs!
Ngh$ohy; Njhd!Wk; kb.               371

Ngijg; gLf;Fk; ,oT+o; mwptfw;Wk;
MfY}o; cw;wf; fil.               372

Ez!zpa E}y;gy fw;gpDk; kw;We;jd!
cz!ik mwpNt kpFk;.               373

,UNtW cyfj;J ,aw;if jpUNtW
njs!spa uhjYk; NtW.               374

ey;yit vy;yhmj; jPathk; jPaTk;
ey;ythk; nry;tk; nraw;F.               375

ghpapDk; Mfhthk; ghyy;y ca;j;Jr;
nrhhpapDk;  Nghfh jk.               376

tFj;jhd! tFj;j tifay;yhy; Nfhb
njhFj;jhh;f;Fk; Ja;j;jy; mhpJ.               377

Jwg;ghh;kd! Jg;Gu tpy;yhh; cww;ghy
Cl;lh fopAk; vdpd!.               378

ed!whq;fhy; ey;ythf; fhz!gth; md!whq;fhy;
my;yw; gLt njtd! ?               379

Copw; ngUtyp ahTs kw;nwhd!W
#opDe; jhd!Ke; JWk;.       380

XXXVIII.  DESTINY

371. Efforts succeed by waxing star

Wealth-losing brings waning star.

372. Loss-fate makes a dull fool of us

Gain-fate makes us prosperous, wise !

373. What matters subtle study deep ?

Levels of innate wisdom-keep.

374. Two natures in the world obtain

Some wealth and others wisdom gain.

375. In making wealth fate changes mood;

The good as bad and bad as good.

376. Things not thine never remain

Things destined are surely thine.

377. Who crores amass enjoy but what

The Dispenser’s decrees allot.

378. The destitute desire will quit

If fate with ills visit them not.

379. Who good in time of good perceive

In evil time why should they grieve ?

380. What power surpasses fate ?  Its will

Persists against the human skill.
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jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!

2.  nghUl;ghy;2.  nghUl;ghy;2.  nghUl;ghy;2.  nghUl;ghy;2.  nghUl;ghy;
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2.  nghUl;ghy;2.  nghUl;ghy;2.  nghUl;ghy;2.  nghUl;ghy;2.  nghUl;ghy;

39.  ,iwkhl;rp39.  ,iwkhl;rp39.  ,iwkhl;rp39.  ,iwkhl;rp39.  ,iwkhl;rp

gilFb Co;mikr;R el;guz! MWk;
cilahd! murUs! VW.               381

mQ!rhik <if mwpT+f;fk; ,e;ehd!Fk;
vQ!rhik Nte;jh;;f; fpay;G.               382

J}q;fhik fy;tp JzpTilik ,k;%d!Wk;
ePq;fh epydhs! gth;f;F.               383

mwdpOf;fh jy;yit ePf;fp kwdpOf;fh
khdk; cila juR.               384

,aw;wYk; <l;lYk; fhj;jYk; fhj;j
tFj;jYk; ty;y juR.       385

fhl;rpf; nfspad! fLQ!nrhy;yd! my;yNdy;
kPf;$Wk; kd!dd! epyk;.       386

,d!nrhyhy; <e;jspf;f ty;yhh;f;Fj; jd!nrhyhy;
jhd!fz! lidj;jpt; TyF.               387

Kiwnra;J fhg;ghw;Wk; kd!dtd! kf;fl;F
,iwnad!W itf;fg; gLk;.                      388

nrtpifg;gr; nrhw;nghWf;Fk; gz!Gil Nte;jd!
ftpiff;fPo;j; jq;Fk; cyF.               389

nfhilasp nrq;Nfhy; FbNahk;gy; ehd!Fk;
cilahdhk; Nte;jh;f; nfhsp.               390

PART II - WEALTH

XXXIX.  THE GRANDEUR OF MONARCHY

381. People, troops, wealth, forts, council, friends

Who owns these six is lion of kings.

382. Courage, giving, knowledge and zeal

Are four failless features royal.

383. Alertness, learning bravery

Are adjuncts three of monarchy.

384. A brave noble king refrains from vice

Full of virtue and enterprise.

385. The able king gets, stores and guards

And spends them for people’s safeguards.

386. That land prospers where the king is

Easy to see, not harsh of words.

387. The world commends and acts his phrase

Who sweetly speaks and gives with grace.

388. He is the Lord of men who does

Sound justice and saves his race.

389. Under his shelter thrives the world

Who bears remarks bitter and bold.

390. He is the Light of Kings who has

Bounty, justice, care and grace.



Thirukkural Couplets

40.  fy;tp40.  fy;tp40.  fy;tp40.  fy;tp40.  fy;tp

fw;f frlwf; fw;git fw;wgpd!
epw;f mjw;Fj; jf.        391

vz!nzd!g Vid vOj;njd!g ,t;tpuz!Lk;
fz!nzd!g thOk; caph;f;F.        392

fz!Zilah; vd!gth; fw;Nwhh; Kfj;jpuz!L
Gz!Zilah; fy;yh jth;.               393

ctg;gj; jiyf;$b cs!sg; gphpjy;
midj;Nj Gyth; njhopy;.               394

cilahh;Kd! ,y;yhh;Nghy; Vf;fw;Wq; fw;whh;
filaNu fy;yh jth;.               395

njhl;lidj; J}Wk; kzw;Nfzp khe;jh;f;Ff;
fw;widj; J}Wk; mwpT.               396

ahjhDk; ehlhkhy; Cuhkhy; vd!ndhUtd!
rhe;JizAq; fy;yhj thW.               397

xUikf;fz! jhd!fw;w fy;tp xUtw;F
vOikAk; Vkhg; Gilj;J.               398

jhkpd! GWtJ cyfpd! Gwf;fz!L
fhKWth; fw;wwpe; jhh;.               399

Nfby; tpOr;nry;tk; fy;tp xUtw;F
khly;y kw;iw ait.       400

XL.  EDUCATION

391. Lore worth learning, learn flawlessly

Live by that learning thoroughly.

392. Letter, number, art and science

Of living kind both are the eyes.

393. The learned alone have eyes on face

The ignorant two sores of disgrace.

394. To meet with joy and part with thought

Of learned men this is the art.

395. Like poor before rich they yearn;

For knowledge; the low never learn.

396. As deep you dig the sand spring flows

As deep you learn the knowledge grows.

397. All lands and towns are learner’s own

Why not till death learning go on !

398. The joy of learning in one birth

Exalts man upto his seventh.

399. The learned foster learning more

On seeing the world enjoy their lore.

400. Learning is wealth none could destroy

Nothing else gives genuine joy.



Thirukkural Couplets

41.  fy;yhik41.  fy;yhik41.  fy;yhik41.  fy;yhik41.  fy;yhik

muq;fpd!wp tl;lhb aw;Nw epuk;gpa
E}ypd!wpf; Nfhl;b nfhsy;.               401

fy;yhjhd! nrhw;fh KWjy; Kiyapuz!Lk;
,y;yhjhs! ngz!fhKw; ww;W.               402

fy;yh jtUk; edpey;yh; fw;whh;Kd!
nrhy;yh jpUf;fg; ngwpd!.               403

fy;yhjhd! xl;gk; fopaed! whapDk;
nfhs!shh; mwpTil ahh;.               404

fy;yh xUtd! jifik jiyg;nga;J
nrhy;yhlr; Nrhh;T gLk;.       405

csnud!Dk; khj;jpiuah; my;yhy; gathf;
fsuidah; fy;yh jth;.               406

Ez!khz! EioGyk; ,y;yhd! vopy;eyk;
kz!khz! Gidghit aw;W.        407

ey;yhh;fz! gl;l tWikapd! ,d!dhNj
fy;yhh;fz! gl;l jpU.                      408

Nkw;gpwe;jh uhapDk; fy;yhjhh; fPo;g;gpwe;Jk;
fw;whh; midj;jpyh; ghL.               409

tpyq;nfhL kf;fs! midah; ,yq;FE}y;
fw;whNuhL Vid ath;.               410

XLI.  NON-LEARNING

401. Like play of chess on squareless board

Vain is imperfect loreless word.

402. Unlearned man aspiring speech

Is breastless lady’s love-approach.

403. E’vn unread men are good and wise

If before the wise, they hold their peace.

404. The unread’s wit though excellent

Is not valued by the savant.

405. A man untaught when speech he vaunts

Sadly fails before savants.

406. People speak of untaught minds

“They just exist like barren lands”.

407. Like painted clay-doll is his show

Grand subtle lore who fails to know.

408. Wealth in the hand of fools is worse

Than a learned man’s empty purse.

409. Lower are fools of higher birth

Than low-born men of learning’s worth.

410. Like beasts before men, dunces are

Before scholars of shining lore.
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42.  Nfs!tp42.  Nfs!tp42.  Nfs!tp42.  Nfs!tp42.  Nfs!tp

nry;tj;Js! nry;tQ! nrtpr;nry;tk; mr;nry;tk;
nry;tj;J nsy;yhe; jiy.               411

nrtpf;Fz tpy;yhj Ngho;J rpwpJ
tapw;Wf;Fk; <ag; gLk;.               412

nrtpAztpw; Nfs!tp Ailahh; mtpAztpd!
Md!whNuh nlhg;gh; epyj;J.               413

fw;wpy dhapDk; Nfl;f m‡njhUtw;F
xw;fj;jpd! Cw;whe; Jiz.               414

,Of;fy; cilAop Cw;Wf;Nfhy; mw;Nw
xOf;f Kilahh;tha;r; nrhy;.               415

vidj;jhDk; ey;yit Nfl;f midj;jhDk;
Md!w ngUik jUk;.               416

gpioj;Jzh;e;Jk; Ngijik nrhy;yhh; ,ioj;Jzh;e;
jPz!ba Nfs!tp ath;.               417

Nfl;gpDq; Nfshj; jifaNt Nfs!tpahy;
Njhl;fg; glhj nrtp.               418

Ezq;fpa Nfs!tpa uy;yhh; tzq;fpa
thapd uhjy; mhpJ.               419

nrtpapw; RitAzuh thAzh;tpd! khf;fs!
mtpapDk; thopDk; vd!.               420

XLII.  LISTENING

411. Wealth of wealths is listening’s wealth

It is the best of wealths on earth.

412. Some food for the stomach is brought

When the ear gets no food for thought.

413. Whose ears get lots of wisdom-food

Equal gods on oblations fed.

414. Though not learned, hear and heed

That serves a staff and stay in need.

415. Virtuous men’s wisdom is found

A strong staff on slippery ground.

416. Lend ear to good words however few

That much will highly exalt you.

417. Who listen well and learn sharply

Not ev’n by slip speak foolishly.

418. That ear though hearing is dulled

Which is not by wisdom drilled.

419. A modest mouth is hard for those

Who care little to counsels wise.

420. Who taste by mouth and not by ear

What if they fare ill or well here ?
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43.  mwpTilik43.  mwpTilik43.  mwpTilik43.  mwpTilik43.  mwpTilik

mwptw;wq; fhf;Fk; fUtp nrWthh;f;Fk;
cs!sopf;f yhfh muz!.               421

nrd!w ,lj;jhy; nrytplh jPnjhhP,
ed!wpd!ghy; ca;g;g jwpT.               422

vg;nghUs! ahh;ahh;tha;f; Nfl;gpDk; mg;nghUs!
nka;g;nghUs! fhz!g jwpT.               423

vz!nghUs thfr; nryr;nrhy;ypj; jhd!gpwh;tha;
Ez!nghUs! fhz!g jwpT.               424

cyfk; joP,a njhl;gk; kyh;jYk;
$k;gYk; ,y;y jwpT.               425

vt;t JiwtJ cyfk; cyfj;NjhL
mt;t JiwtJ mwpT.               426

mwpTilahh; Mt jwpthh; mwptpyhh;
m‡jwp fy;yh jth;.               427

mQ!Rt jQ!rhik Ngijik mQ!RtJ
mQ!ry; mwpthh; njhopy;.               428

vjpujhf; fhf;Fk; mwptpdhh;f; fpy;iy
mjpu tUtNjhh; Neha;.               429

mwpTilahh; vy;yhk; cilahh; mwptpyhh;
vd!Dila NuDk; ,yh;.               430

XLIII.  POSSESSION OF WISDOM

421. Wisdom’s weapon wards off all woes

It is a fort defying foes.

422. Wisdom checks the straying senses

Expels evils, impels goodness.

423. To grasp the Truth from everywhere

From everyone is wisdom fair.

424. Speaking out thoughts in clear trends

Wisdom subtle sense comprehends.

425. The wise-world the wise befriend

They bloom nor gloom, equal in mind.

426. As moves the world so move the wise

In  tune with changing times and ways.

427. The wise foresee what is to come

The unwise lack in that wisdom.

428. Fear the frightful and act wisely

Not to fear the frightful’s folly.

429. No frightful evil shocks the wise

Who guard themselves against surprise.

430. Who have wisdom they are all full

Whatev’r they own, misfits are nil.
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44.  Fw;wq;fbjy;44.  Fw;wq;fbjy;44.  Fw;wq;fbjy;44.  Fw;wq;fbjy;44.  Fw;wq;fbjy;

nrUf;FQ! rpdKk; rpWikAk; ,y;yhh;
ngUf;fk; ngUkpj ePh;j;J.        431

,twYk; khz!gpwe;j khdKk; khzh
ctifAk; Vjk; ,iwf;F.               432

jpidj;Jizahq; Fw;wk; thpDk; gidj;Jizahf;
nfhs!th; gopehZ thh;.               433

Fw;wNk fhf;f nghUshff; Fw;wNk
mw;wk; j&ck; gif.               434

tUKd!dh;f; fhthjhd! tho;f;if vhpKd!dh;
itj;J}W Nghyf; nfLk;.               435

jd!Fw;wk; ePf;fpg; gpwh;Fw;wk; fhz!fpw;gpd!
vd!Fw;w khFk; ,iwf;F.               436

nraw;ghy nra;ah jptwpahd! nry;tk;
caw;ghy jd!wpf; nfLk;.               437

gw;Ws!sk; vd!Dk; ,twd!ik vw;Ws!Sk;
vz!zg; gLtnjhd! wd!W.               438

tpatw;f vQ!Qhd!Wk; jd!id eatw;f
ed!wp gath tpid.               439

fhjy fhjy; mwpahik ca;f;fpw;gpd!
Vjpy Vjpyhh; E}y;.               440

XLIV.  AVOIDING FAULTS

431. Plenty is their prosperity

Who’re free from wrath pride lust petty.

432. Mean  pride, low pleasure, avarice

These add blemishes to a prince.

433. Though millet-small their faults might seem

Men fearing disgrace, Palm-tall deem.

434. Watch like treasure freedom from fault

Our fatal foe is that default.

435. Who fails to guard himself from flaw

Loses his life like flame-lit straw.

436. What fault can be the king’s who cures

First his faults, then scans others.

437. That miser’s wealth shall waste and end

Who would not for a good cause spend.

438. The gripping greed of miser’s heart

Is more than fault the worst apart.

439. Never boast yourself in any mood

Nor do a deed that does no good.

440. All designs of the foes shall fail

If one his wishes guards in veil.



Thirukkural Couplets

45.  nghpahiuj; Jizf;Nfhly;45.  nghpahiuj; Jizf;Nfhly;45.  nghpahiuj; Jizf;Nfhly;45.  nghpahiuj; Jizf;Nfhly;45.  nghpahiuj; Jizf;Nfhly;

mwdwpe;J %j;j mwpTilahh; Nfz!ik
jpwdwpe;J Njh;e;J nfhsy;.               441

cw;wNeha; ePf;fp cwhmik Kw;fhf;Fk;
ngw;wpahh;g; Ngzpf; nfhsy;.               442

mhpatw;W nsy;yhk; mhpNj nghpahiug;
Ngzpj; jkuhf; nfhsy;.               443

jk;kpw; nghpahh; jkuh xOFjy;
td!ikA nsy;yhe; jiy.               444

#o;thh;fz! zhf xOfyhd! kd!dtd!
#o;thiur; #o;e;J nfhsy;.               445

jf;fh hpdj;jdha;j; jhndhOf ty;yhidr;
nrw;whh; nraf;fple;j jpy;.               446

,bf;Fe; Jizahiu Ms!thiu ahNu
nfLf;Fe; jifik ath;.               447

,bg;ghiu ,y;yhj Vkuh kd!dd!
nfLg;gh hpyhDq; nfLk;.               448

Kjypyhh;f;F Cjpak; ,y;iy kjiyahQ!
rhh;gpyhh;f;F ,y;iy epiy.               449

gy;yhh; gifnfhsypw; gj;jLj;j jPikj;Nj
ey;yhh; njhlh;if tply;.       450

XLV.  GAINING GREAT MEN’S HELP

441. Weigh their worth and friendship gain

Of men of virtue and mature brain.

442. Cherish the help of men of skill

Who ward and safe-guard you from ill.

443. Honour and have the great your own

Is rarest of the rare things known.

444. To have betters as intimates

Power of all powers promotes.

445. Ministers are the monarch’s eyes

Round him should be the right and wise.

446. To move with worthy friends who knows

Has none to fear from frightful foes.

447. No foe can foil his powers

Whose friends reprove him when he errs.

448. The careless king whom none reproves

Ruins himself sans harmful foes.

449. No capital, no gain in trade

No prop secure sans good comrade.

450. To give up good friends is ten times worse

Than being hated by countless foes.
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46.  rpw;wpdk; Nruhik46.  rpw;wpdk; Nruhik46.  rpw;wpdk; Nruhik46.  rpw;wpdk; Nruhik46.  rpw;wpdk; Nruhik

rpw;wpdk; mQ!Rk; ngUik rpWikjhd!
Rw;wkhr; #o;e;J tpLk;.               451

epyj;jpay;ghy; ePh;jphpe; jw;whFk; khe;jh;f;F
,dj;jpay;g jhFk; mwpT.               452

kdj;jhdhk; khe;jh;f; Fzh;r;rp ,dj;jhdhk;
,d!dhd! vdg;gLQ! nrhy;.               453

kdj;J sJNghyf; fhl;b xUtw;F
,dj;Js jhFk; mwpT.               454

kde;J}a;ik nra;tpid J}a;ik ,uz!Lk;
,de;J}a;ik J}th tUk;.       455

kde;J}ahh;f; nfr;rk;ed! whFk; ,de;J}ahh;f;F
,y;iyed! whfh tpid.               456

kdeyk; kd!Daph;f; fhf;fk; ,deyk;
vy;yhg; GfOk; jUk;.               457

kdeyk; ed!Fila uhapDk; rhd!Nwhh;f;F
,deyk; Vkhg; Gilj;J.       458

kdeyj;jpd! MFk; kWikkw; w‡Jk;
,deyj;jpd! Vkhg; Gilj;J.               459

ey;ypdj;jp D}q;Fe; Jizapy;iy jPapdj;jpd!
my;yw; gLg;gJ}ck; ,y;.               460

XLVI.  AVOIDING MEAN COMPANY

451. The ignoble the noble fear

The mean hold them as kinsmen dear.

452. With soil changes water’s taste

With mates changes the mental state.

453. Wisdom depends upon the mind

The worth of man upon his friend.

454. Wisdom seems to come from mind

But it truly flows from the kind.

455. Purity of the thought and deed

Comes from good company indeed.

456. Pure-hearted get good progeny

Pure friendship acts with victory.

457. Goodness of mind increases gain

Good friendship fosters fame again.

458. Men of wisdom, though good in mind

In friends of worth a new strength find.

459. Good mind decides the future bliss

Good company gains strength to this.

460. No help good company exceeds;

The bad to untold anguish leads.



Thirukkural Couplets

47.  njhpe;J nray;tif47.  njhpe;J nray;tif47.  njhpe;J nray;tif47.  njhpe;J nray;tif47.  njhpe;J nray;tif

moptJ}ck; MtJ}ck; Mfp topgaf;Fk;
CjpaKk; #o;e;J nray;.               461

njhpe;j ,dj;njhL Njh;e;njz!zpr; nra;thh;f;F
mUk;nghUs! ahnjhd!Wk; ,y;.               462

Mf;fk; fUjp Kjypof;Fk; nra;tpid
Cf;fhh; mwpTil ahh;.               463

njsptp yjidj; njhlq;fhh; ,spntd!Dk;
Vjg;ghL mQ!R gth;.               464

tifawr; #oh njOjy; giftiug;
ghj;jpg; gLg;gNjh uhW.               465

nra;jf;f my;y nraf;nfLk; nra;jf;f
nra;ahik ahDk; nfLk;.               466

vz!zpj; Jzpf fUkk; Jzpe;jgpd!
vz!Ztk; vd!gJ ,Of;F.               467

Mw;wpd! tUe;jh tUj;jk; gyh;epd!W
Nghw;wpDk; nghj;Jg; gLk;.               468

ed!whw;w Ys!Se; jtWz!L mtuth;
gz!gwpe; jhw;whf; fil.        469

vs!shj vz!zpr; nray;Ntz!Lk; jk;nkhL
nfhs!shj nfhs!shJ cyF.        470

XLVII.  DELIBERATION BEFORE ACTION

461. Weigh well output the loss and gain

And proper action ascertain.

462. Nothing is hard for him who acts

With worthy counsels weighing facts.

463. The wise risk not their capital

In doubtful gains and lose their all.

464. They who scornful reproach fear

Commence no work not made clear.

465. Who marches without plans and ways

His field is sure to foster foes.

466. Doing unfit action ruins

Failing fit-act also ruins.

467. Think and dare a proper deed

Dare and think is bad indeed.

468. Toil without a plan ahead

Is doomed to fall though supported.

469. Attune the deeds to habitude

Or ev’n good leads to evil feud.

470. Do deeds above reproachfulness

The world refutes uncomely mess.
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48.  typawpjy;48.  typawpjy;48.  typawpjy;48.  typawpjy;48.  typawpjy;

tpidtypAk; jd!typAk; khw;whd! typAk;
JiztypAk; J}f;fpr; nray;.               471

xy;t jwptJ mwpe;jjd! fz!jq;fpr;
nry;thh;f;Fr; nry;yhjJ ,y;.               472

cilj;jk; typawpahh; Cf;fj;jpd! Cf;fp
,ilf;fz! Khpe;jhh; gyh;.               473

mike;jhq; nfhOfhd! mstwpahd! jd!id
tpae;jhd! tpiue;J nfLk;.               474

gPypnga; rhfhLk; mr;rpWk; mg;gz!lQ!
rhy kpFj;Jg; ngapd!.               475

Edpf;nfhk;gh; Vwpdhh; m‡jpwe; J}f;fpd!
caph;f;fpWjp ahfp tpLk;.               476

Mw;wpd! mstwpe;J <f mJnghUs!
Nghw;wp toq;Fk; newp.                477

MfhW mstpl;b jhapDq; Nfby;iy
NghfhW mfyhf; fil.        478

mstwpe;J thohjhd! tho;f;if csNghy
,y;yhfpj; Njhd!whf; nfLk;.                      479

cstiu J}f;fhj xg;Gu thz!ik
tstiu ty;iyf; nfLk;.       480

XLVIII.  JUDGING STRENGTH

471. Judge act and might and foeman’s strength

The allies’ strength and go at length.

472. Nothing hampers the firm who know

What they can and how to go.

473. Many know not their meagre might

Their pride breaks up in boastful fight.

474. Who adapts not, outsteps measure

And brags himself - his fall is sure.

475. Even the gentle peacock’s plume

Cart’s axle breaks by gross volume.

476. Beyond the branche’s tip who skips

Ends the life as his body rips.

477. Know the limit; grant with measure

This way give and guard your treasure.

478. The outflow must not be excess

No matter how small income is.

479. Who does not know to live in bounds

His life seems rich but thins and ends.

480. Wealth amassed quickly vanishes

Sans level if one lavishes.
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49.  fhyk; mwpjy;49.  fhyk; mwpjy;49.  fhyk; mwpjy;49.  fhyk; mwpjy;49.  fhyk; mwpjy;

gfy;nty;Yk; $ifiaf; fhf;if ,fy;nty;Yk;
Nte;jh;f;F Ntz!Lk; nghOJ.               481

gUtj;NjhL xl;l xOfy; jpUtpidj;
jPuhik Mh;f;Fk; fapW.               482

mUtpid vd!g csNth fUtpahd!
fhyk; mwpe;J nrapd!.               483

Qhyk; fUjpDq; if$Lk; fhyk;
fUjp ,lj;jhw; nrapd!.               484

fhyk; fUjp ,Ug;gh; fyq;fhJ
Qhyk; fUJ gth;.               485

Cf;f Kilahd! xLf;fk; nghUjfh;
jhf;fw;Fg; NgUe; jifj;J.               486

nghs!nsd Mq;Nf Gwk;Ntuhh; fhyk;ghh;j;J
cs!Nth;g;gh; xs!sp ath;.               487

nrWeiuf; fhzpd! Rkf;f ,Wtiu
fhzpd! fpof;fhk; jiy.               488

va;jw; fhpaJ ,iae;jf;fhy; me;epiyNa
nra;jw; fhpa nray;.               489

nfhf;nfhf;f $k;Gk; gUtj;J kw;wjd!
Fj;njhf;f rPh;j;j ,lj;J.               490

XLIX.  KNOWING PROPER TIME

481. By day the crow defeats the owl

Kings need right time their foes to quell.

482. Well-ordered seasoned act is cord

That fortune binds in bon accord.

483. What is hard for him who acts

With proper means and time and tacts ?

484. Choose proper time and act and place

Even the world you win with ease.

485. Who want to win the world sublime

Wait unruffled biding their time.

486. By self-restraint stalwarts keep fit

Like rams retreating but to butt.

487. The wise jut not their vital fire

They watch their time with hidden ire.

488. Bear with hostiles when you meet them

Fell down their head in fateful time.

489. When comes the season ripe and rare

Dare and do hard things then and there.

490. In waiting time feign peace like stork

In fighting time strike like its peck.
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50.  ,ld! mwpjy;50.  ,ld! mwpjy;50.  ,ld! mwpjy;50.  ,ld! mwpjy;50.  ,ld! mwpjy;

njhlq;fw;f vt;tpidAk; vs!sw;f Kw;Wk;
,lq;fz!l gpd!my; yJ.               491

Kuz!Nrh;e;j nkha;k;gp dth;f;Fk; muz!Nrh;e;jhk;
Mf;fk; gyTe; jUk;.               492

Mw;whUk; Mw;wp mLg ,ldwpe;J
Nghw;whh;fz! Nghw;wpr; nrapd!.               493

vz!zpahh; vz!zk; ,og;gh; ,ldwpe;J
Jd!dpahh; Jd!dpr; nrapd!.               494

neLk;GdYs! nty;Yk; Kjiy mLk;Gdypd!
ePq;fpd! mjidg; gpw.               495

flNyhlh fhy;ty; neLe;Njh; flNyhLk;
ehthAk; Xlh epyj;J.               496

mQ!rhik my;yhy; JizNtz!lh vQ!rhik
vz!zp ,lj;jhy; nrapd!.               497

rpWgilahd! nry;yplk; Nrhpd! cWgilahd!
Cf;fk; mope;J tpLk;.               498

rpiweyDk; rPUk; ,ynudpDk; khe;jh;
ciwepyj;NjhL xl;ly; mhpJ.               499

fhyho; fshpy; ehpaLk; fz!zQ!rh
Ntyhs! Kfj;j fspW.              500

L.  JUDGING THE PLACE

491. No action take, no foe despise

Until you have surveyed the place.

492. Many are gains of fortresses

Ev’n to kings of power and prowess.

493. Weaklings too withstand foe’s offence

In proper fields of strong defence.

494. If fighters fight in vantage field

The plans of foes shall be baffled.

495. In water crocodile prevails

In land before others it fails.

496. Sea-going ship goes not on shore

Nor on sea the strong-wheeled car.

497. No aid but daring dash they need

When field is chosen right for deed.

498. Though force is small, if place is right

One quells a foe of well-armed might.

499. To face a foe at home is vain

Though fort and status are not fine.

500. A fox can kill a war tusker

Fearless with feet in deep quagmire.



Thirukkural Couplets

51.  njhpe;J njspjy;51.  njhpe;J njspjy;51.  njhpe;J njspjy;51.  njhpe;J njspjy;51.  njhpe;J njspjy;

mwk;nghUs! ,d!gk; capur;rk; ehd!fpd!
jpwe;njhpe;J Njwg; gLk;.               501

Fbg;gpwe;J Fw;wj;jpd! ePq;fp tLg;ghpAk;
ehZilahd! fl;Nl njspT.              502

mhpafw;W Mrw;whh; fz!Zk; njhpAq;fhy;
,d!ik mhpNj ntspW.              503

Fzk;ehbf; Fw;wKk; ehb mtw;Ws!
kpifehb kpf;f nfhsy;.       504

ngUikf;Fk; Vidr; rpWikf;Fk; jj;jk;
fUkNk fl;lisf; fy;.       505

mw;whiuj; NjWjy; Xk;Gf kw;wth;
gw;wpyh; ehzhh; gop.              506

fhjd!ik fe;jh mwptwpahh;j; NjWjy;
Ngijik nay;yhk; jUk;.               507

Njuhd! gpwidj; njspe;jhd! topKiw
jPuh ,Lk;ig jUk;.                      508

Njww;f ahiuAk; NjuhJ Njh;e;jgpd!
NjWf NjWk; nghUs!.                      509

Njuhd! njspTk; njspe;jhd!fz! IAwTk;
jPuh ,Lk;ig jUk;.               510

LI.  TESTING OF MEN FOR CONFIDENCE

501. Pleasure, gold, fear of life Virtue—

Test by these four and trust the true.

502. Spotless name of noble birth

Shamed of stain-that choice is worth.

503. Though deep scholars of stainless sense

Rare is freedom from ignorance.

504. Good and evil in man weigh well

Judge him by virtues which prevail.

505. By the touchstone of deeds is seen

If any one is great or mean.

506. Choose not those men without kinsmen

Without affine or shame of sin.

507. On favour leaning fools you choose;

Folly in all its forms ensues.

508. To trust an untried stranger brings

Endless troubles on all our kins.

509. Trust not without testing and then

Find proper work for trusted men.

510. Trust without test; The trusted doubt;

Both entail troubles in and out.



Thirukkural Couplets

52.  njhpe;J tpidahly;52.  njhpe;J tpidahly;52.  njhpe;J tpidahly;52.  njhpe;J tpidahly;52.  njhpe;J tpidahly;

ed!ikAk; jPikAk; ehb eyk;Ghpe;j
jd!ikahd! Msg; gLk;.               511

thhp ngUf;fp tsk;gLj;J cw;wit
Muha;thd! nra;f tpid.               512

md!gwpT Njw;wk; mthtpd!ik ,e;ehd!Fk;
ed!Filahd! fl;Nl njspT.               513

vidtifahd! Njwpaf; fz!Zk; tpidtifahd!
NtwhFk; khe;jh; gyh;.               514

mwpe;jhw;wpr; nra;fpw;ghw;F my;yhy; tpidjhd!
rpwe;jhndd!W Vtw;ghw; wd!W.       515

nra;thid ehb tpidehbf; fhyj;NjhL
va;j czh;e;J nray;.               516

,jid ,jdhy; ,td!Kbf;Fk; vd!wha;e;J
mjid mtd!fz! tply;.               517

tpidf;Fhpik ehba gpd!iw mtid
mjw;Fhpa dhfr; nray;.               518

tpidf;fz! tpidAilahd! Nfz!ikNt whf
epidg;ghid ePq;Fk; jpU.               519

ehNlhWk; ehLf kd!dd! tpidnra;thd!
Nfhlhik Nfhlh JyF.                      520

LII.  TESTING AND ENTRUSTING

511. Employ the wise who will discern

The good and bad and do good turn.

512. Let him act who resource swells;

Fosters wealth and prevents ills.

513. Trust him in whom these four you see;

Love, wit, non-craving, clarity.

514. Though tried and found fit, yet we see

Many differ before duty.

515. Wise able men with power invest

Not by fondness but by hard test.

516. Discern the agent and the deed

And just in proper time proceed.

517. This work, by this, this man can do

Like this entrust the duty due.

518. His fitness for the duty scan

Leave him to do the best he can.

519. Who do duty for duty’s sake

Doubt them; and fortune departs quick.

520. Worker straight the world is straight

The king must look to this aright.



Thirukkural Couplets

53.  Rw;we; johy;53.  Rw;we; johy;53.  Rw;we; johy;53.  Rw;we; johy;53.  Rw;we; johy;

gw;ww;w fz!Zk; gioikgh uhl;Ljy;
Rw;wj;jhh; fz!Nz As.                       521

tpUg;gwhr; Rw;wk; ,iaapd! mUg;gwh
Mf;fk; gyTe; jUk;.               522

mstsh tpy;yhjhd! tho;f;if Fstshf;
Nfhbd!wp ePh;epiwe; jw;W.               523

Rw;wj;jhy; Rw;wg; glxOfy; nry;te;jhd!
ngw;wj;jhy; ngw;w gad!.               524

nfhLj;jYk; ,d!nrhYk; Mw;wpd! mLf;fpa
Rw;wj;jhy; Rw;wg; gLk;.                      525

ngUq;nfhilahd! Ngzhd! ntFsp mtdpd!
kUq;Filahh; khepyj;J ,y;.               526

fhf;if futh fiue;Jz!Zk; Mf;fKk;
md!deP uhh;f;Nf cs.               527

nghJNehf;fhd! Nte;jd! thpirah Nehf;fpd!
mJNehf;fp tho;thh; gyh;.               528

jkuhfpj; jw;Wwe;jhh; Rw;wk; mkuhikf;
fhuzk; ,d!wp tUk;.               529

ciog;gphpe;J fhuzj;jpd! te;jhid Nte;jd!
,ioj;jpUe;J vz!zpf; nfhsy;.       530

LIII.  CHERISHING KINSMEN

521. Let fortunes go; yet kinsmen know

The old accustomed love to show.

522. The gift of loving kins bestows

Fadeless fortune’s fresh flowers.

523. A kinless wealth is like a tank

Which overflows without a bank.

524. The fruit of growing wealth is gained

When kith and kin are happy found.

525. Loving words and liberal hand

Encircle kith and kin around.

526. Large giver and wrathless man

Commands on earth countless kinsmen.

527. The crows hide not; they call and eat

Welfare abides a man of heart.

528. From public gaze when kings perceive

Each one’s merits so many thrive.

529. Forsaken friends will come and stay

When cause for discord goes away.

530. Who leaves and returns with motive

The king should test him and receive.



Thirukkural Couplets

54.  nghr;rhthik54.  nghr;rhthik54.  nghr;rhthik54.  nghr;rhthik54.  nghr;rhthik

,we;j ntFspapd! jPNj rpwe;j
ctif kfpo;r;rpapw; Nrhh;T.               531

nghr;rhg;Gf; nfhy;Yk; Gfio mwptpid
epr;r epug;Gf;nfhd! whq;F.                          532

nghr;rhg;ghh;f;F ,y;iy Gfo;ik mJTyfj;J
vg;ghy;E} Nyhh;f;Fk; JzpT.               533

mr;r Kilahh;f;F muzpy;iy Mq;fpy;iy
nghr;rhg; Gilahh;f;F ed!F.               534

Kd!Dwf; fhthJ ,Of;fpahd! jd!gpio
gpd!D}W ,uq;fp tpLk;.               535

,Of;fhik ahh;khl;Lk; vd!Wk; tOf;fhik
thapd! mJnthg;gJ ,y;.               536

mhpavd!W Mfhj ,y;iynghr; rhthf;
fUtpahy; Nghw;wpr; nrapd!.               537

Gfo;e;jit Nghw;wpr; nray;Ntz!Lk; nra;ahJ
,fo;e;jhh;f;F vOikAk; ,y;.               538

,fo;r;rpapd! nfl;lhiu cs!Sf jhe;jk;
kfpo;r;rpapd! ike;JWk; Ngho;J.               539

cs!spaJ va;jy; vspJkd! kw;We;jhd!
cs!spaJ cs!sg; ngwpd!.               540

LIV.  UNFORGETFULNESS

531. Worse than wrath in excess is

Forgetfulness in joy-excess.

532. Negligence kills renown just as

Ceaseless want wisdom destroys.

533. Forgetful nature fails of fame

All schools of thinkers say the same.

534. The fearful find no fortress here

The forgetful find good never.

535. Failing foresight the guardless man

Shall rue his folly later on.

536. Forget none; watch with wakeful care

Miss none; the gain is sans compare.

537. With cautious care pursue a'thing

Impossible there is nothing.

538. Do what the wise commend as worth

If not, for seven births no mirth.

539. When joy deludes, their fate recall

Whom negligence has made to fall.

540. Easy it is  a thing to get

When the mind on it is set.



Thirukkural Couplets

55.nrq;Nfhd!ik55.nrq;Nfhd!ik55.nrq;Nfhd!ik55.nrq;Nfhd!ik55.nrq;Nfhd!ik

Xh;e;Jfz! NzhlhJ ,iwGhpe;J ahh;khl;Lk;
Njh;e;Jnra; t‡Nj Kiw.               541

thNdhf;fp thOk; cynfy;yhk; kd!dtd!
Nfhy;Nehf;fp thOk; Fb.               542

me;jzh; E}w;Fk; mwj;jpw;Fk; Mjpaha;
epd!wJ kd!dtd! Nfhy;.               543

FbjoP,f; NfhNyhr;Rk; khepy kd!dd!
mbjoP, epw;Fk; cyF.               544

,ay;Gspf; NfhNyhr;Rk; kd!dtd! ehl;l
ngaYk; tpisASk; njhf;F.                       545

Ntyd!W ntd!wp jUtJ kd!dtd!
NfhyJ}ck; Nfhlh njdpd!.               546

,iwfhf;Fk; itaf nky;yhk; mtid
Kiwfhf;Fk; Kl;lhr; nrapd!.               547

vz!gjj;jhd! Xuh Kiwnra;ah kd!dtd!
jz!gjj;jhd! jhNd nfLk;.                       548

FbGwq; fhj;Njhk;gpf; Fw;wk; fbjy;
tLtd!W Nte;jd! njhopy;.               549

nfhiyapw; nfhbahiu Nte;njhWj;jy; igq;$o;
fisfl; ljndhL Neh;.              550

LV.  JUST GOVERNMENT

541. Test and attest impartially

Consult and act the laws justly.

542. The earth looks up to sky and thrives

And mankind to king’s rod of justice.

543. The Sage’s scripture and virtue spring

From the sceptre of a stately king.

544. The world clings to the ruler’s feet

Whose sceptre clasps the people’s heart.

545. Full rains and yields enrich the land

Which is ruled by a righteous hand.

546. Not the spear but the sceptre straight

That brings success to monarch’s might.

547. The king protects the entire earth

And justice protects his royal worth.

548. Hard of access, the unjust king

He shall himself his ruin bring.

549. Save his subjects and chide the wrong

Is flawless duty of a king.

550. Killing killers, the king, behold

Weeds removes from cropful field.



Thirukkural Couplets

56.  nfhLq;Nfhd!ik56.  nfhLq;Nfhd!ik56.  nfhLq;Nfhd!ik56.  nfhLq;Nfhd!ik56.  nfhLq;Nfhd!ik

nfhiyNkw;nfhz! lhhpw; nfhbNj miyNkw;nfhz!L
my;yit nra;njhOFk; Nte;J.               551

NtnyhL epd!whd! ,Lvd! wJNghYk;
NfhnyhL epd!whd! ,uT.               552

ehnlhWk; ehb Kiwnra;ah kd!dtd!
ehnlhWk; ehL nfLk;.               553

$Ok; FbAk; xUq;fpof;Fk; Nfhy;Nfhbr;
#ohJ nra;Ak; muR.               554

my;yw;gl;L Mw;whJ mOjfz! zPud!Nw
nry;tj;ijj; Nja;f;Fk; gil.               555

kd!dh;f;F kd!Djy; nrq;Nfhd!ik m‡jpd!Nwy;
kd!dhthk; kd!dh;f; nfhsp.               556

Jspapd!ik Qhyj;jpw;F vw;ww;Nw Nte;jd!
mspapd!ik thOk; caph;f;F.               557

,d!ikapd! ,d!dhJ cilik Kiwnra;ah
kd!dtd! Nfhw;fPo;g; gbd!.               558

KiwNfhb kd!dtd! nra;apd! ciwNfhb
xy;yhJ thdk; ngay;.               559

Mgad! Fd!Wk; mWnjhopNyhh; E}y;kwg;gh;
fhtyd! fhthd! vdpd!.               560

LVI.  CRUEL TYRANNY

551. The unjust tyrant oppressor

Is worse than cruel murderer.

552. Sceptered tyrant exacting gold

Is “give” of lanced robber bold.

553. Spy wrongs daily and do justice

Or day by day the realm decays.

554. The king shall wealth and subjects lose

If his sceptre he dares abuse.

555. Groaning tears caused by tyrant’s sway

File the royal wealth away.

556. Glory endures by sceptre right

Without it wanes the royal light.

557. Dry like the earth without rainfall

Is graceless king to creatures all.

558. To have is worse than having not

If ruler is unjust despot.

559. The sky withdraws season’s shower

If the king misuses his power.

560. The *six-functioned forget their lore

Cows give less if kings guard no more.

*The six functions are: learning, teaching, giving, getting, sacrificing,

kindling sacrifice — These are the duties of Vedic savants.



Thirukkural Couplets

57.  ntUte;j nra;ahik57.  ntUte;j nra;ahik57.  ntUte;j nra;ahik57.  ntUte;j nra;ahik57.  ntUte;j nra;ahik

jf;fhq;F ehbj; jiyr;nry;yh tz!zj;jhy;
xj;jhq;F xWg;gJ Nte;J.       561

fbNjhr;rp nky;y vwpf nebjhf;fk;
ePq;fhik Ntz!L gth;.               562

ntUte;j nra;njhOFk; ntq;Nfhy dhapd!
xUte;jk; xy;iyf; nfLk;.               563

,iwfbad! vd!Wiuf;Fk; ,d!dhr;nrhy; Nte;jd!
ciwfLfp xy;iyf; nfLk;.               564

mUQ!nrt;tp ,d!dh Kfj;jhd! ngUQ!nry;tk;
Ngva;fz! ld!dJ cilj;J.               565

fLQ!nrhy;yd! fz!zpy dhapd! neLQ!nry;tk;
ePbd!wp Mq;Nf nfLk;.               566

fLnkhopAk; ifapfe;j jz!lKk; Nte;jd!
mLKuz! Nja;f;Fk; muk;.        567

,dj;jhw;wp vz!zhj Nte;jd! rpdj;jhw;wpr;
rPwpd! rpWFk; jpU.               568

nrUte;j Ngho;jpw; rpiwnra;ah Nte;jd!
ntUte;J nta;J nfLk;.        569

fy;yhh;g; gpzpf;Fk; fLq;Nfhy; mJty;yJ
,y;iy epyf;Fg; nghiw.               570

LVII.  AVOIDING TERRORISM

561. A king enquires and gives sentence

Just to prevent future offence.

562. Wield fast the rod but gently lay

This strict mildness prolongs the sway.

563. His cruel rod of dreadful deed

Brings king’s ruin quick indeed.

564. As men the king a tyrant call

His days dwindled, hasten his fall.

565. Whose sight is scarce, whose face is foul

His wealth seems watched by a ghoul.

566. Whose word is harsh, whose sight is rude

His wealth and power quickly fade.

567. Reproofs rough and punishments rude

Like files conquering power corrode.

568. The king who would not take counsels

Rages with wrath-his fortune fails.

569. The king who builds not fort betimes

Fears his foes in wars and dies.

570. The crushing burden borne by earth

Is tyrants bound to fools uncouth.



Thirukkural Couplets

58.  fz!Nzhl;lk;58.  fz!Nzhl;lk;58.  fz!Nzhl;lk;58.  fz!Nzhl;lk;58.  fz!Nzhl;lk;

fz!Nzhl;lk; vd!Dk; fopngUq; fhhpif
cz!ikahd! cz!bt; TyF.               571

fz!Nzhl;lj; Js!sJ cyfpay;;ƒ m‡jpyhh;
cz!ik epyf;Fg; nghiw.               572

gz!vd!dhk; ghlw;F ,iagpd!Nwy; fz!vd!dhk;
fz!Nzhl;lk; ,y;yhj fz!.               573

csNghy; Kfj;njtd! nra;Ak; mstpdhy;
fz!Nzhl;lk; ,y;yhj fz!.               574

fz!zpw;F mzpfyk; fz!Nzhl;lk; m‡jpd!Nwy;
Gz!nzd!W czug; gLk;.       575

kz!Nzh biae;j kuj;jidah; fz!Nzh
biae;Jfz! Nzhlh jth;.               576

fz!Nzhl;lk; ,y;yth; fz!zpyh; fz!Zilahh;
fz!Nzhl;lk; ,d!ikAk; ,y;.        577

fUkQ! rpijahky; fz!Nzhl ty;yhh;f;F
chpik cilj;jpt; TyF.               578

xWj;jhw;Wk; gz!gpdhh; fz!Zk;fz! Nzhbg;
nghWj;jhw;Wk; gz!Ng jiy.        579

ngaf;fz!Lk; eQ!Rz! likth; eaj;jf;f
ehfhpfk; Ntz!L gth;.       580

LVIII.  BENIGN LOOKS

571. Living in the world implies

The bounteous dame of benign eyes.

572. World lives by looks of lovely worth

Who lack them are burdens of earth.

573. Of tuneless song what is the use ?

Without gracious looks what are eyes ?

574. Except that they are on the face

What for are eyes sans measured grace.

575. Kind looks are jewels for eyes to wear

Without them they are felt as sore.

576. Like trees on inert earth they grow

Who don’t eye to eye kindness show.

577. Ungracious men lack real eyes

Men of real eyes show benign grace.

578. Who gracious are but dutiful

Have right for this earth beautiful.

579. To be benign and bear with foes

Who vex us is true virtue’s phase.

580. Men of graceful courtesy

Take hemlock and look cheerfully.



Thirukkural Couplets

59.  xw;whly;59.  xw;whly;59.  xw;whly;59.  xw;whly;59.  xw;whly;

xw;Wk; ciurhd!w E}Yk; ,itapuz!Lk;
njw;nwd!f kd!dtd! fz!.               581

vy;yhh;f;Fk; vy;yhk; epfo;git vQ!Qhd!Wk;
ty;ywpjy; Nte;jd! njhopy;.               582

xw;wpdhd! xw;wpg; nghUs!njhpah kd!dtd!
nfhw;wq; nfhsf;fple;jJ ,y;.               583

tpidnra;thh; jk;Rw;wk; Ntz!lhjhh; vd!whq;F
midtiuAk; Muha;tJ xw;W.       584

flhm cUnthL fz!zQ!rhJ ahz!Lk;
cfhmik ty;yNj xw;W.       585

Jwe;jhh; gbtj;j uhfp ,we;jhuha;e;J
vd!nrapDk; Nrhh;tpyJ xw;W.               586

kiwe;jit Nfl;ftw; whfp mwpe;jit
Iag;ghL ,y;yNj xw;W.       587

xw;nwhw;wpj; je;j nghUisAk; kw;WNkhh;
xw;wpdhy; xw;wpf; nfhsy;.               588

xw;nwhw; Wzuhik Ms!f cld!%th;
nrhy;njhf;f Njwg; gLk;.       589

rpwg;gwpa xw;wpd!fz! nra;aw;f nra;apd!
Gwg;gLj;jh dhFk; kiw.       590

LIX.  ESPIONAGE

581. A king should treat these two as eyes

The code of laws and careful spies.

582. All that happens, always, to all

The king should know in full detail.

583. Conquests are not for the monarch

Who cares not for the Spy’s remark.

584. His officers, kinsmen and foes

Who watch keenly are worthy spies.

585. Fearless gaze, suspectless guise

Guarding secrets mark the spies.

586. Guised as monks they gather secrets

They betray them not under threats.

587. A spy draws out other’s secrets

Beyond a doubt he clears his facts.

588. The reports given by one spy

By another spy verify.

589. Engage the spies alone, apart

When three agree confirm report.

590. Give not the spy open reward

It would divulge the secret heard !



Thirukkural Couplets

60.  Cf;fk; cilik60.  Cf;fk; cilik60.  Cf;fk; cilik60.  Cf;fk; cilik60.  Cf;fk; cilik

cila nudg;gLtJ Cf;fk;m‡ jpy;yhh;
cilaJ cilaNuh kw;W.               591

cs!sk; cilik cilik nghUSilik
epy;yhJ ePq;fp tpLk;.               592

Mf;fk; ,oe;Njnkd!W my;yhthh; Cf;fk;
xUte;jk; ifj;Jil ahh;.               593

Mf;fk; mjh;tpdha;r; nry;Yk; mirtpyh
Cf;f Kilah Dio.               594

nts!sj; jida kyh;ePl;lk; khe;jh;jk;
cs!sj; jidaJ cah;T.       595

cs!St njy;yhk; cah;Ts!sy; kw;wJ
js!spDk; js!shik ePh;j;J.                       596

rpijtplj;J xy;fhh; cuNthh; Gijak;gpw;
gl;Lg;gh ^d!Wk; fspW.               597

cs!sk; ,yhjth; va;jhh; cyfj;J
ts!spak; vd!Dk; nrUf;F.               598

ghpaJ $h;q;Nfhl;lJ MapDk; ahid
nt&ck; Gypjhf; Fwpd!.               599

cunkhUtw;F cs!s ntWf;ifm‡ jpy;yhh;
kuk;kf;f shjNy NtW.               600

LX.  ENERGY

591. To own is to own energy

All others own but lethargy.

592. Psychic heart is wealth indeed

Worldly wealth departs in speed.

593. The strong in will do not complain

The loss of worldly wealth and gain.

594. Fortune enquires, enters with boom

Where tireless strivers have their home.

595. Water depth is lotus height

Mental strength is men’s merit.

596. Let thoughts be always great and grand

Though they fail their virtues stand.

597. Elephants are firm when arrows hit

Great minds keep fit ev’n in defeat.

598. Heartless persons cannot boast

“We are liberal to our best”.

599. Huge elephant sharp in tusk quails

When tiger, less in form, assails.

600. Mental courage is true manhood

Lacking that man is like a wood.



Thirukkural Couplets

61.  kbapd!ik61.  kbapd!ik61.  kbapd!ik61.  kbapd!ik61.  kbapd!ik

Fbnad!Dk; Fd!wh tpsf;fk; kbnad!Dk;
kh#u kha;e;J nfLk;.               601

kbia kbah xOfy; Fbiaf;
Fbahf Ntz!L gth;.               602

kbkbf; nfhz!nlhOFk; Ngij gpwe;j
FbkbAk; jd!dpDk; Ke;J.               603

Fbkbe;J Fw;wk; ngUFk; kbkbe;J
khz!l cQw;wp yth;f;F.               604

neLePh; kwtp kbJapy; ehd!Fk;
nfLePuhh; fhkf; fyd!.                      605

gbAilahh; gw;wike;jf; fz!Zk; kbAilahh;
khz!gad! va;jy; mhpJ.               606

,bGhpe;J vs!SQ!nrhy; Nfl;gh; kbGhpe;J
khz!l cQw;wp yth;.               607

kbik Fbikf;fz! jq;fpd!jd! xd!dhh;f;F
mbik GFj;jp tpLk;.                      608

Fbahz!ik As!te;j Fw;wk; xUtd!
kbahz!ik khw;wf; nfLk;.               609

kbapyh kd!dtd! va;Jk; mbase;jhd!
jhma njy;yhk; xUq;F.       610

LXI.  FREEDOM FROM SLOTH

601. Quenchless lamp of ancestry goes

When foul idleness encloses.

602. To make your home an ideal home

Loath sloth as sloth; refuse it room.

603. The fool who fosters sluggishness

Before he dies ruins his house.

604. Who strive not high, sunk deep in sloth

Ruin their house by evil growth.

605. To lag, forget, idle and doze

These four are pleasure boats of loss.

606. With all the wealth of lords of earth

The slothful gain nothing of worth.

607. The slothful lacking noble deeds

Subject themselves to scornful words.

608. If sloth invades a noble house

It will become a slave of foes.

609. The blots on race and rule shall cease

When one from sloth gets his release.

610. The slothless king shall gain en masse

*All regions trod by Lord apace.

*Hindu mythology holds that Lord Vishnu measured with his feet

the three worlds.



Thirukkural Couplets

62.  Ms!tpid cilik62.  Ms!tpid cilik62.  Ms!tpid cilik62.  Ms!tpid cilik62.  Ms!tpid cilik

mUik cilj;njd!W mrhthik Ntz!Lk;
ngUik Kaw;rp jUk;.                611

tpidf;fz! tpidnfly; Xk;gy; tpidf;Fiw
jPh;e;jhhpd! jPh;e;jd!W cyF.                       612

jhshz!ik vd!De; jifikf;fz! jq;fpw;Nw
Ntshz!ik vd!DQ! nrUf;F.               613

jhshz!ik ,y;yhjhd! Ntshz!ik Ngbif
thshz!ik Nghyf; nfLk;.               614

,d!gk; tpioahd! tpidtpiothd! jd!Nfsph;
Jd!gk; Jilj;J}d!Wk; J}z!.               615

Kaw;rp jpUtpid ahf;Fk; Kaw;wpd!ik
,d!ik GFj;jp tpLk;.               616

kbAshs! khKfb vd!g kbapyhd!
jhSshs! jhkiuap dhs!.               617

nghwpapd!ik ahh;f;Fk; gopad!W mwptwpe;J
Ms!tpid ,d!ik gop.               618

nja;tj;jhd! MfhJ vdpDk; Kaw;rpjd!
nka;tUj;jf; $yp jUk;.               619

CioAk; cg;gf;fk; fhz!gh; ciytpd!wpj;
jhohJ cQw;W gth;.               620

LXII.  MANLY EFFORT

611. Feel not frustrate saying “’Tis hard”.

Who tries attains striving’s reward.

612. In doing work don’t break and shirk

The world will quit who quits his work.

613. On excellence of industry

Depends magnanimous bounty.

614. Bounty of man who never strives

Like sword in eunuch’s hand it fails.

615. Work who likes and not pleasure

Wipes grief of friends, pillar secure.

616. Industry adds prosperity

Indolence brings but poverty.

617. Illuck abides with sloth they say

*Laxmi’s gifts with labourers stay.

618. Misfortune is disgrace to none

The shame is nothing learnt or done.

619. Though fate is against fulfilment

Hard labour has ready payment.

620. Tireless Toiler’s striving hand

Shall leave even the fate behind.

*Laxmi the Goddess of wealth and prosperity



Thirukkural Couplets

63.  ,Lf;fz! mopahik63.  ,Lf;fz! mopahik63.  ,Lf;fz! mopahik63.  ,Lf;fz! mopahik63.  ,Lf;fz! mopahik

,Lf;fz! tUq;fhy; eFf mjid
mLj;J}h;tJ m‡njhg;gJ ,y;.               621

nts!sj; jida ,Lk;ig mwpTilahd!
cs!sj;jpd! cs!sf; nfLk;.               622

,Lk;igf;F ,Lk;ig gLg;gh; ,Lk;igf;F
,Lk;ig glhm jth;.               623

kLj;jth nay;yhk; gfld!dhd! cw;w
,Lf;fz! ,lh;g;ghL cilj;J.               624

mLf;fp thpDk; moptpyhd! cw;w
,Lf;fz! ,Lf;fl; gLk;.               625

mw;Nwnkd!W my;yw; gLgNth ngw;Nwnkd!W
Xk;Gjy; Njw;wh jth;.               626

,yf;fk; clk;gpLk;igf; nfd!W fyf;fj;ijf;
ifahwhf; nfhs!shjhk; Nky;.        627

,d!gk; tpioahd! ,Lk;ig ,ay;ngd!ghd!
Jd!gk; cWjy; ,yd!.               628

,d!gj;Js! ,d!gk; tpioahjhd! Jd!gj;Js!
Jd!gk; cWjy; ,yd!.               629

,d!dhik ,d!gk; vdf;nfhspd! MFe;jd!
xd!dhh; tpioAQ! rpwg;G.               630

LXIII.  HOPE IN MISHAP

621. Laugh away troubles; there is

No other way to conquer woes.

622. Deluging sorrows come to nought

When wise men face them with firm thought.

623. Grief they face and put to grief

Who grieve not grief by mind’s relief.

624. Who pulls like bulls patiently on

Causes grief to grieve anon.

625. Before the brave grief grieves and goes

Who dare a host of pressing woes.

626. The wise that never gloat in gain

Do not fret in fateful ruin.

627. The wise worry no more of woes

Knowing body’s butt of sorrows.

628. Who seek not joy, deem grief norm

By sorrows do not come to harm.

629. In joy to joy who is not bound

In grief he grieves not dual round!

630. His glory is esteemed by foes

Who sees weal in wanton woes !



Thirukkural Couplets

64.  mikr;R64.  mikr;R64.  mikr;R64.  mikr;R64.  mikr;R

fUtpAk; fhyKk; nra;ifAk; nra;Ak;
mUtpidAk; khz!lJ mikr;R.               631

td!fz! Fbfhj;jy; fw;wwpjy; Ms!tpidNahL
Ie;Jld! khz!lJ mikr;R.               632

gphpj;jYk; Ngzpf; nfhsYk; gphpe;jhh;g;
nghUj;jYk; ty;yJ mikr;R.               633

njhpjYk; Njh;e;J nraYk; xUjiyahr;
nrhy;yYk; ty;yJ mikr;R.               634

mwdwpe;J Md!wike;j nrhy;yhd!vQ! Qhd!We;
jpwdwpe;jhd! Njh;r;rpj; Jiz.               635

kjpEl;gk; E}NyhL cilahh;f;F mjpEl;gk;
ahcs Kd!epw; git.               636

nraw;if mwpe;jf; filj;Jk; cyfj;J
,aw;if mwpe;J nray;.               637

mwpnfhd!W mwpahd! vdpDk; cWjp
cioapUe;jhd! $wy; fld!.               638

gOnjz!Zk; ke;jphpapd! gf;fj;Js! njt;Nthh;
vOgJ Nfhb cWk;.               639

Kiwg;glr; #o;e;Jk; KbtpyNt nra;th;
jpwg;ghL ,yhm jth;.               640

LXIV.  MINISTERS

631. He is minister who chooses

Right means, time, mode and rare ventures.

632. With these he guards people- by his

Knowledge, firmness and manliness.

633. A minister cherishes friends

Divides foes and the parted blends.

634. A minister must sift reflect

Select and say surely one fact.

635. Have him for help who virtue knows

Right wisdom speaks, ever apt in acts.

636. Which subtler brain can stand before

The keen in brain with learned lore ?

637. Albeit you know to act from books

Act after knowing world’s outlooks.

638. The man in place must tell the facts

Though the ignorant king refutes.

639. Seventy crores of foes are better

Than a minister with mind bitter.

640. The unresolved, though well designed

To fulfil an act they have no mind.



Thirukkural Couplets

65.  nrhy;td!ik65.  nrhy;td!ik65.  nrhy;td!ik65.  nrhy;td!ik65.  nrhy;td!ik

eheyk; vd!Dk; eyDilik me;eyk;
aheyj;J cs!sJ}ck; md!W.                     641

Mf;fKq; NfLk; mjdhy; tUjyhy;
fhj;Njhk;gy; nrhy;ypd!fz! Nrhh;T.            642

Nfl;lhh;g; gpzpf;Fe; jifatha;f; NfshUk;
Ntl;g nkhoptjhQ! nrhy;.               643

jpwdwpe;J nrhy;Yf nrhy;iy mwDk;
nghUSk; mjdpD}cq;F ,y;.        644

nrhy;Yf nrhy;iyg; gpwpNjhh;nrhy; mr;nrhy;iy
nty;YQ!nrhy; ,d!ik mwpe;J.       645

Ntl;gj;jhQ! nrhy;ypg; gpwh;nrhy; gad!Nfhly;
khl;rpapd! khrw;whh; Nfhs!.               646

nrhyy;ty;yd! Nrhh;tpyd! mQ!rhd! mtid
,fy;nty;yy; ahh;f;Fk; mhpJ.        647

tpiue;J njhopy;Nfl;Fk; Qhyk; epue;jpdpJ
nrhy;Yjy; ty;yhh;g; ngwpd!.       648

gynrhy;yf; fhKWth; kd!wkh rw;w
rpynrhy;yy; Njw;wh jth;.               649

,z&o;j;Jk; ehwh kyuidah; fw;wJ
czu tphpj;Jiuah jhh;.               650

LXV.  POWER OF SPEECH

641. The goodness called goodness of speech

Is goodness which nothing can reach.

642. Since gain or ruin speeches bring

Guard against the slips of tongue.

643. A speech is speech that holds ears

And attracts ev’n those that are averse.

644. Weigh thy words and speak; because

No wealth or virtue words surpass.

645. Speak out thy word so that no word

Can win it and say untoward.

646. Spotless men speak what is sweet

And grasp in others what is meet.

647. No foe defies the speaker clear

Flawless, puissant, and free from fear.

648. The world will quickly carry out

The words of counsellors astute.

649. They overspeak who do not seek

A few and flawless words to speak.

650. Who can’t express what they have learnt

Are bunch of flowers not fragrant.



Thirukkural Couplets

66.  tpidj;J}a;ik66.  tpidj;J}a;ik66.  tpidj;J}a;ik66.  tpidj;J}a;ik66.  tpidj;J}a;ik

Jizeyk; Mf;fk; j&ck; tpideyk;
Ntz!ba vy;yhk; jUk;.               651

vd!Wk; xUTjy; Ntz!Lk; GfnohL
ed!wp gath tpid.               652

Xxjy; Ntz!Lk; xspkho;Fk; nra;tpid
MmJk; vd!D kth;.               653

,Lf;fl; gbDk; ,spte;j nra;ahh;
eLf;fw;w fhl;rp ath;.               654

vw;nwd!W ,uq;Ft nra;aw;f nra;thNdy;
kw;wd!d nra;ahik ed!W.                      655

<d!whs! grpfhz!ghd! MapDQ! nra;aw;f
rhd!Nwhh; gopf;Fk; tpid.               656

gopkiye;J va;jpa Mf;fj;jpd! rhd!Nwhh;
fopey; FuNt jiy.               657

fbe;j fbe;njhuhh; nra;jhh;f;F mitjhk;
Kbe;jhYk; gPio jUk;.               658

mof;nfhz!l vy;yhk; mog;Nghk; ,og;gpDk;
gpw;gaf;Fk; ew;gh yit.               659

ryj;jhy; nghUs!nra;Nj khh;j;jy; gRkl;
fyj;Js!ePh; nga;jphP, aw;W.               660

LXVI.  PURITY OF ACTION

651. Friendship brings gain; but action pure

Does every good thing we desire.

652. Eschew always acts that do not

Bring good nor glory on their part.

653. Those in the world desire for fame

Should shun the deed that dims their name.

654. Though perils press the faultless wise

Shun deeds of mean, shameful device.

655. Do not wrong act and grieve, “Alas”

If done, do not repeat it twice.

656. Though she who begot thee hungers

Shun acts denounced by ancient seers.

657. Pinching poverty of the wise

Is more than wealth hoarded by Vice.

658. Those who dare a forbidden deed

Suffer troubles though they suceed.

659. Gains from weeping, weeping go

Though lost, from good deeds blessings flow.

660. The wealth gathered in guilty ways

Is water poured in wet clay vase.



Thirukkural Couplets

67.  tpidj;jpl;gk;67.  tpidj;jpl;gk;67.  tpidj;jpl;gk;67.  tpidj;jpl;gk;67.  tpidj;jpl;gk;

tpidj;jpl;gk; vd!gJ xUtd! kdj;jpl;gk;
kw;iwa vy;yhk; gpw.               661

Cnwhuhy; cw;wgpd! xy;fhik ,t;tpuz!bd!
Mnwd!gh; Ma;e;jth; Nfhs!.               662

filf;nfhl;fr; nra;jf;f jhz!ik ,ilf;nfhl;fpd!
vw;wh tpOke; jUk;.               663

nrhy;Yjy; ahh;f;Fk; vspa mhpathk;
nrhy;ypa tz!zk; nray;.               664

tPnwa;jp khz!lhh; tpidj;jpl;gk; Nte;jd!fz!
Cnwa;jp cs!sg; gLk;.               665

vz!zpa vz!zpahq;F va;Jg vz!zpahh;
jpz!zpa uhfg; ngwpd!.       666

cUTfz!L vs!shik Ntz!Lk; cUs!ngUe;Njh;f;F
mr;rhzp md!dhh; cilj;J.        667

fyq;fhJ fz!l tpidf;fz! Jsq;fhJ
J}f;fq; fbe;J nray;.               668

Jd!gk; cwthpDk; nra;f Jzpthw;wp
,d!gk; gaf;Fk; tpid.       669

vidj;jpl;gk; va;jpaf; fz!Zk; tpidj;jpl;gk;
Ntz!lhiu Ntz!lhJ cyF.               670

LXVII.  POWERFUL ACTS

661. A powerful mind does powerful act

And all the rest are imperfect.

662. Shun failing fuss; fail not purpose

These two are maxims of the wise.

663. The strong achieve and then display

Woe unto work displayed midway.

664. Easy it is to tell a fact

But hard it is to know and act.

665. Dynamic deeds of a doughty soul

Shall win the praise of king and all.

666. The will-to-do achieves the deed

When mind that wills is strong indeed.

667. Scorn not the form; for men there are

Like linchpin of big rolling car.

668. Waver not; do wakefully

The deed resolved purposefully.

669. Do with firm will though pains beset

The deed that brings delight at last.

670. The world merits no other strength

But strength of will-to-do at length.



Thirukkural Couplets

68.  tpidnray;tif68.  tpidnray;tif68.  tpidnray;tif68.  tpidnray;tif68.  tpidnray;tif

#o;r;rp KbT Jzpnta;jy; mj;JzpT
jho;r;rpAs! jq;Fjy; jPJ.               671

J}q;Ff J}q;fpr; nraw;ghy J}q;fw;f
J}q;fhJ nra;Ak; tpid.               672

xy;Yk;th nay;yhk; tpided!Nw xy;yhf;fhy;
nry;Yk;tha; Nehf;fpr; nray;.               673

tpidgif vd!wpuz!bd! vr;rk; epidAq;fhy;
jPnar;rk; Nghyj; njWk;.               674

nghUs!fUtp fhyk; tpidaplndhL Ie;Jk;
,Us!jPu vz!zpr; nray;.               675

KbTk; ,ilA+Wk; Kw;wpahq;F va;Jk;
gLgaDk; ghh;j;Jr; nray;.               676

nra;tpid nra;thd! nray;Kiw mt;tpid
cs!swpthd! cs!sk; nfhsy;.        677

tpidahy; tpidahf;fpf; Nfhly; eidfTs!
ahidahy; ahidahj; jw;W.       678

el;lhh;f;F ey;y nraypd! tpiue;jNj
xl;lhiu xl;bf; nfhsy;.               679

ciwrpwpahh; cs!eLq;fy; mQ!rpf; Fiwngwpd!
nfhs!th; nghpahh;g; gzpe;J.               680

LXVIII.  MODES OF ACTION

671. When counsel takes a resolve strong

Weak delay of action is wrong.

672. Delay such acts as need delay

Delay not acts that need display.

673. It’s best to act when feasible

If not see what is possible.

674. Work or foe left unfinished

Flare up like fire unextinguished.

675. Money and means, time, place and deed

Decide these five and then proceed.

676. Weigh well the end, hindrance, profit

And then pursue a fitting act.

677. Know first the secret from experts

That is the way of fruitful acts.

678. Lure a tusker by a tusker

Achieve a deed by deed better.

679. Than doing good to friends it is

More urgent to befriend the foes.

680. Small statesmen fearing people’s fear

Submit to foes superior.



Thirukkural Couplets

69.  J}J69.  J}J69.  J}J69.  J}J69.  J}J

md!Gilik Md!w Fbgpwj;jy; Nte;jthk;
gz!Gilik J}Jiug;ghd! gz!G.        681

md!gwpT Muha;e;j nrhy;td!ik J}Jiug;ghh;f;F
,d!wp aikahj %d!W.       682

E}yhUs! E}y;ty;yd! MFjy; NtyhUs!
ntd!wp tpidAiug;ghd! gz!G.               683

mwpTU Muha;e;j fy;tp,k; %d!wd!
nrwpTilahd! nry;f tpidf;F.               684

njhfr;nrhy;ypj; J}thj ePf;fp efr;nrhy;yp
ed!wp gag;gjhk; J}J.                      685

fw;Wf;fz! mQ!rhd! nryr;nrhy;ypf; fhyj;jhy;
jf;fJ mwptjhk; J}J.               686

fldwpe;J fhyk; fUjp ,ldwpe;J
vz!zp ciug;ghd! jiy.               687

J}a;ik Jizik JzpTilik ,k;%d!wpd!
tha;ik topAiug;ghd! gz!G.               688

tpLkhw;wk; Nte;jh;f;F ciug;ghd! tLkhw;wk;
tha;Nrhuh td!f ztd!.               689

,Wjp gag;gpDk; vQ!rhJ ,iwth;f;F
cWjp gag;gjhk; J}J.               690

LXIX.  EMBASSY

681. Love, noble birth, good courtesy

Pleasing kings mark true embassy.

682. Envoys must bear love for their prince

Knowledge and learned eloquence.

683. Savant among savants, he pleads

Before lanced king, triumphant words.

684. Who has these three: good form, sense,lore

Can act as bold ambassador.

685. Not harsh, the envoy’s winsome ways

Does good by pleasant words concise.

686. Learned, fearless, the envoy tends

Convincing words which time demands.

687. Knowing duty time and place

The envoy employs mature phrase.

688. The true envoy of three virtues

Is pure helpful and bold in views.

689. The envoy who ports the king’s message

Has flawless words and heart’s courage.

690. Braving death the bold envoy

Assures his king’s safety and joy.



Thirukkural Couplets

70.  kd!diur; Nrh;e;njhOfy;70.  kd!diur; Nrh;e;njhOfy;70.  kd!diur; Nrh;e;njhOfy;70.  kd!diur; Nrh;e;njhOfy;70.  kd!diur; Nrh;e;njhOfy;

mfyhJ mZfhJ jPf;fha;thh; Nghy;f
,fy;Nte;jh;r; Nrh;e;njhOF thh;.               691

kd!dh; tpiog tpioahik kd!duhy;
kd!dpa Mf;fe; jUk;.               692

Nghw;wpd! mhpait Nghw;wy; fLj;jgpd!
Njw;Wjy; ahh;f;Fk; mhpJ.               693

nrtpr;nrhy;Yk; Nrh;e;j eifAk; mtpj;njhOfy;
Md!w nghpah ufj;J.               694

vg;nghUSk; Xuhh; njhluhh;kw; wg;nghUis
tpl;lf;fhy; Nfl;f kiw.               695

Fwpg;gwpe;J fhyk; fUjp ntWg;gpy
Ntz!Lg Ntl;gr; nrhyy;.               696

Ntl;gd nrhy;yp tpidapy vQ!Qhd!Wk;
Nfl;gpDk; nrhy;yh tply;.               697

,isah; ,dKiwah; vd!wpfohh; epd!w
xspNahL xOfg; gLk;.               698

nfhsg;gl;Nlk; vd!nwz!zpf; nfhs!shj nra;ahh;
Jsf;fw;w fhl;rp ath;.               699

gioak; vdf;fUjpg; gz!gy;y nra;Ak;
nfOjifik NfL jUk;.               700

LXX.  WALK WITH KINGS

691. Move with hostile kings as with fire

Not coming close nor going far.

692. Crave not for things which kings desire

This brings thee their fruitful favour.

693. Guard thyself from petty excess

Suspected least, there’s no redress.

694. Whisper not; nor smile exchange

Amidst august men’s assemblage.

695. Hear not, ask not the king’s secret

Hear only when he lets it out.

696. Discern his mood and time and tell

No dislikes but what king likes well.

697. Tell pleasing things; and never tell

Even if pressed what is futile.

698. As young and kinsman do not slight;

Look with awe king’s light and might.

699. The clear-visioned do nothing base

Deeming they have the monarch’s grace.

700. Worthless acts based on friendship old

Shall spell ruin and woe untold.



Thirukkural Couplets

71.  Fwpg;gwpjy;71.  Fwpg;gwpjy;71.  Fwpg;gwpjy;71.  Fwpg;gwpjy;71.  Fwpg;gwpjy;

$whik Nehf;fpf; Fwpg;gwpthd! vQ!Qhd!Wk;
khwhePh; itaf;F mzp.               701

Iag; glhmJ mfj;jJ czh;thidj;
nja;tj;Njh nlhg;gf; nfhsy;.               702

Fwpg;gpw; Fwpg;Gzh; thiu cWg;gpDs!
ahJ nfhLj;Jk; nfhsy;.               703

Fwpj;jJ $whikf; nfhs!thNuh Nlid
cWg;Ngh uidauhy; NtW.               704

Fwpg;gpw; Fwpg;Gzuh thapd! cWg;gpDs!
vd!d gaj;jNth fz!.                      705

mLj;jJ fhl;Lk; gspq;FNghy; neQ!rk;
fLj;jJ fhl;Lk; Kfk;.               706

Kfj;jpd! KJf;Fiwe;jJ cz!Nlh ctg;gpDk;
fhapDk; jhd!Ke; JWk;.               707

Kfk;Nehf;fp epw;f mikAk; mfk;Nehf;fp
cw;w Jzh;thh;g; ngwpd!.               708

gifikAk; Nfz!ikAk; fz!Ziuf;Fk; fz!zpd!
tifik czh;thh;g; ngwpd!.        709

Ez!zpak; vd!ghh; msf;Fq;Nfhy; fhZq;fhy;
fz!zy;yJ ,y;iy gpw.                       710

LXXI.  DIVINING THE MIND

701. Who reads the mind by look, untold

Adorns the changeless sea-girt world.

702. Take him as God who reads the thought

Of another man without a doubt.

703. By sign who scans the sign admit

At any cost in cabinet.

704. Untold, he who divines the thought

Though same in form is quite apart.

705. Among senses what for is eye

If thought by thought one can’t descry ?

706. What throbs in mind the face reflects

Just as mirror nearby objects.

707. Than face what is subtler to tell

First if the mind feels well or ill.

708. Just standing in front would suffice

For those who read the mind on face.

709. Friend or foe the eye will show

To those who changing outlooks know.

710. The scale of keen discerning minds

Is eye and eye that secrets finds.



Thirukkural Couplets

72.  mit mwpjy;72.  mit mwpjy;72.  mit mwpjy;72.  mit mwpjy;72.  mit mwpjy;

mitawpe;J Muha;e;J nrhy;Yf nrhy;ypd!
njhifawpe;j J}a;ik ath;.                       711

,ilnjhpe;J ed!Fzh;e;J nrhy;Yf nrhy;ypd!
eilnjhpe;j ed!ik ath;.               712

mitawpahh; nrhy;yy;Nkw; nfhs!gth; nrhy;ypd!
tifawpahh; ty;yJ}ck; ,y;.               713

xspahh;Kd! xs!spa uhjy; ntspahh;Kd!
thd!Rij tz!zk; nfhsy;.               714

ed!nwd!w tw;Ws!Sk; ed!Nw KJtUs!
Ke;J fpsthr; nrwpT.               715

Mw;wpd! epiyjsh;e; jw;Nw tpad!Gyk;
Vw;Wzh;thh; Kd!dh; ,Of;F.               716

fw;wwpe;jhh; fy;tp tpsq;Fk; frlwr;
nrhy;njhpjy; ty;yh ufj;J.               717

czh;t Jilahh;Kd! nrhy;yy; tsh;tjd!
ghj;jpAs! ePh;nrhhpe; jw;W.               718

Gy;yitAs! nghr;rhe;Jk; nrhy;yw;f ey;yitAs!
ed!F nryr;nrhy;Y thh;.               719

mq;fzj;Js! cf;f mkpo;jw;why; jq;fzj;jh;
my;yhh;Kd! Nfhl;b nfhsy;.               720

LXXII.  JUDGING THE AUDIENCE

711. The pure in thought and eloquence

Adapt their words to audience.

712. Who know the art of speech shall suit

Their chosen words to time in fact.

713. They speak in vain at length who talk

Words unversed which ears don’t take.

714. Before the bright be brilliant light

Before the muff be mortar white.

715. Modest restraint all good excels

Which argues not before elders.

716. Tongue-slip before the talented wise

Is like slipping from righteous ways.

717. The learning of the learned shines

Valued by flawless scholar-minds.

718. To address understanding ones

Is to water beds of growing grains.

719. O ye who speak before the keen

Forgetful, address not the mean.

720. To hostiles who wise words utters

Pours ambrosia into gutters.



Thirukkural Couplets

73.  mit mQ!rhik73.  mit mQ!rhik73.  mit mQ!rhik73.  mit mQ!rhik73.  mit mQ!rhik

tifawpe;J ty;yit tha;Nrhuhh; nrhy;ypd!
njhifawpe;j J}a;ik ath;.                721

fw;whUs! fw;whh; vdg;gLth; fw;whh;Kd!
fw;w nryr;nrhy;Y thh;.        722

gifafj;Jr; rhthh; vspah; mhpah;
mitafj;J mQ!rh jth;.        723

fw;whh;Kd! fw;w nryr;nrhy;ypj; jhk;fw;w
kpf;fhUs! kpf;f nfhsy;.        724

Mw;wpd! mstwpe;J fw;f mitaQ!rh
khw;wk; nfhLj;jw; nghUl;L.        725

thnshnld! td!fz!zh; my;yhh;f;F E}nyhnld!
Ez!zit mQ!R gth;f;F.                       726

gifafj;Jg; Ngbif xs!ths! mitafj;J
mQ!R ktd!fw;w E}y;.                727

gy;yit fw;Wk; gakpyNu ey;yitAs!
ed!F nryr;nrhy;yh jhh;.                       728

fy;yh jthpd! filnad!g fw;wwpe;Jk;
ey;yhh; mitaQ!R thh;.        729

csnudpDk; ,y;yhnuhL xg;gh; fsd!mQ!rpf;
fw;w nryr;nrhy;yh jhh;.        730

LXXIII.  COURAGE BEFORE COUNCILS

721. The pure fail not in power of words

Knowing grand council’s moods and modes.

722. Among scholars he is scholar

Who holds scholars with learned lore.

723. Many brave foes and die in fields

The fearless few face wise councils.

724. Impress the learned with your lore

From greater savants learn still more.

725. Grammar and logic learn so that

Foes you can boldly retort.

726. To cowards what can sword avail

And books to those who councils fail?

727. Like eunuch’s sword in field, is vain

His lore who fears men of brain.

728. Though learned much his lore is dead

Who says no good before the good.

729. Who fear to face good assembly

Are learned idiots, certainly.

730. They are breathing dead who dare not

Express before the wise their art.



Thirukkural Couplets

74.  ehL74.  ehL74.  ehL74.  ehL74.  ehL

js!sh tpisASk; jf;fhUk; jho;tpyhr;
nry;tUk; Nrh;tJ ehL.                731

ngUk;nghUshy; ngl;lf;f jhfp mUq;Nfl;lhy;
Mw;w tpistJ ehL.               732

nghiwnahUq;F Nky;tUq;fhy; jhq;fp ,iwtw;F
,iwnahUq;F Neh;tJ ehL.               733

cWgrpAk; Xthg; gpzpAk; nrWgifAk;
Nruh jpay;tJ ehL.               734

gy;FOTk; gho;nra;Ak; cl;gifAk; Nte;jiyf;Fk;
nfhy;FWk;Gk; ,y;yJ ehL.               735

Nflwpahf; nfl;l tplj;Jk; tsq;Fd!wh
ehnld!g ehl;bd! jiy.               736

,UGdYk; tha;e;j kiyAk; tUGdYk;
ty;yuZk; ehl;bw;F cWg;G.               737

gpzpapd!ik nry;tk; tpistpd!gk; Vkk;
mzpnad!g ehl;bw;fpt; ite;J.               738

ehnld!g ehlh tsj;jd ehly;y
ehl tse;jU ehL.               739

Mq;fik nta;jpaf; fz!Zk; gakpd!Nw
Nte;jik tpy;yhj ehL.               740

LXXIV.  THE COUNTRY

731. It’s country which has souls of worth

Unfailing yields and ample wealth.

732. The Land has large luring treasure

Where pests are nil and yields are sure.

733. It’s land that bears pressing burdens

And pays its tax which king demands.

734. It is country which is free from

Fierce famine, plague and foemen’s harm.

735. Sects and ruinous foes are nil

No traitors in a land tranquil.

736. The land of lands no ruin knows

Even in grief its wealth yet grows.

737. Waters up and down, hills and streams

With strong forts as limbs country beams.

738. Rich yield, delight, defence and wealth

Are jewels of lands with blooming health.

739. A land is land which yields unsought

Needing hard work the land is nought.

740. Though a land has thus every thing

It is worthless without a king.



Thirukkural Couplets

75.  muz!75.  muz!75.  muz!75.  muz!75.  muz!

Mw;W gth;f;Fk; muz!nghUs! mQ!rpj;jw;
Nghw;W gth;f;Fk; nghUs!.               741

kzpePUk; kz!Zk; kiyAk; mzpepow;
fhLk; cilaJ muz!.               742

cah;tfyk; jpz!ik mUik,e; ehd!fpd!
miktuz! vd!Wiuf;Fk; E}y;.               743

rpWfhg;gpw; Nghplj;j jhfp cWgif
Cf;fk; mopg;gJ muz!.               744

nfhsw;fhpjha;f; nfhz!l$o;j; jhfp mfj;jhh;
epiyf;nfspjhk; ePuJ muz!.               745

vy;yhg; nghUSk; cilj;jha; ,lj;JjTk;
ey;yhs! cilaJ muz!.               746

Kw;wpAk; Kw;wh njwpe;Jk; miwg;gLj;Jk;
gw;ww; fhpaJ muz!.               747

Kw;whw;wp Kw;wp atiuAk; gw;whw;wpg;
gw;wpahh; nty;tJ muz!.               748

KidKfj;J khw;wyh; rha tpidKfj;J
tPnwa;jp khz!lJ muz!.               749

vidkhl;rpj; jhfpaf; fz!Zk; tpidkhl;rp
,y;yhh;fz! ,y;yJ muz!.                      750

LXXV.  FORTRESS

741. The fort is vital for offence

Who fear the foes has its defence.

742. A crystal fount, a space a mount

Thick woods form a fort paramount.

743. An ideal fort’s so says science;

High, broad, strong and hard for access.

744. Ample in space, easy to hold

The fort foils enemies bold.

745. Impregnable with stores of food

Cosy to live-That fort is good.

746. A fort is full of stores and arms

And brave heroes to meet alarms.

747. Besieging foes a fort withstands

Darts and mines of treacherous hands.

748. A fort holds itself and defies

The attacks of encircling foes.

749. A fort it is that fells the foes

And gains by deeds a name glorious.

750. But a fort however grand

Is nil if heroes do not stand.



Thirukkural Couplets

76.  nghUs! nray;tif76.  nghUs! nray;tif76.  nghUs! nray;tif76.  nghUs! nray;tif76.  nghUs! nray;tif

nghUsy; ytiug; nghUshfr; nra;Ak;
nghUsy;yJ ,y;iy nghUs!.               751

,y;yhiu vy;yhUk; vs!Sth; nry;tiu
vy;yhUk; nra;th; rpwg;G.               752

nghUnsd!Dk; ngha;ah tpsf;fk; ,UsWf;Fk;
vz!zpa Njaj;Jr; nrd!W.               753

mwd!<Dk; ,d!gKk; <Dk; jpwdwpe;J
jPjpd!wp te;j nghUs!.               754

mUnshLk; md!nghLk; thuhg; nghUshf;fk;
Gy;yhh; Gus tply;.                              755

cWnghUSk; cy;F nghUSk;jd! xd!dhh;j;
njWnghUSk; Nte;jd! nghUs!.               756

mUnsd!Dk; md!gPd! Fotp nghUnsd!Dk;
nry;tr; nrtpypahy; cz!L.                       757

Fd!Nwwp ahidg;Nghh; fz!lw;why; jd!ifj;njhd!W
cz!lhfr; nra;thd! tpid.               758

nra;f nghUisr; nrWeh; nrUf;fWf;Fk;
v‡fjdpw; $hpaJ ,y;.        759

xz!nghUs! fho;g;g ,aw;wpahh;f;F vz!nghUs!
Vid ,uz!Lk; xUq;F.        760

LXXVI.  WAYS OF MAKING WEALTH

751. Naught exists that can, save wealth

Make the worthless as men of worth.

752. The have-nothing poor all despise

The men of wealth all raise and praise.

753. Waneless wealth is light that goes

To every land and gloom removes.

754. The blameless wealth from fairest means

Brings good virtue and also bliss.

755. Riches devoid of love and grace

Off with it; it is disgrace !

756. Escheats, derelicts; spoils of war

Taxes duties are king’s treasure.

757. Grace the child of love is nourished

By the wet-nurse of wealth cherished.

758. Treasures in hand fulfil all things

Like hill-tuskers the wars of kings.

759. Make wealth ; there is no sharper steel

The insolence of foes to quell.

760. They have joy and virtue at hand

Who acquire treasures abundant.



Thirukkural Couplets

77.  gil khl;rp77.  gil khl;rp77.  gil khl;rp77.  gil khl;rp77.  gil khl;rp

cWg;gike;J CwQ!rh nty;gil Nte;jd!
ntWf;ifA nsy;yhk; jiy.               761

ciytplj;J CwQ!rh td!fz! njhiytplj;Jj;
njhy;gilf; fy;yhy; mhpJ.               762

xypj;jf;fhy; vd!dhk; cthp vypg;gif
ehfk; caph;g;gf; nfLk;.               763

moptpd!W miwNghfh jhfp topte;j
td!f zJNt gil.               764

$w;Wld!W Nky;thpDk; $b vjph;epw;Fk;
Mw;w yJNt gil.               765

kwkhdk; khz!l topr;nryT Njw;wk;
vdehd!Nf Vkk; gilf;F.               766

jhh;jhq;fpr; nry;tJ jhid jiyte;j
Nghh;jhq;Fk; jd!ik awpe;J.        767

mlw;wifAk; Mw;wYk; ,y;nydpDk; jhid
gilj;jifahy; ghL ngWk;.       768

rpWikAk; nry;yhj; JdpAk; tWikAk;
,y;yhapd! nty;Yk; gil.               769

epiykf;fs! rhy cilj;njdpDk; jhid
jiykf;fs! ,y;top ,y;.        770

LXXVII.  THE GLORY OF ARMY

761. The daring well-armed winning force

Is king’s treasure and main resource.

762. Through shots and wounds brave heroes hold

Quailing not in fall, the field.

763. Sea-like ratfoes roar.... What if ?

They perish at a cobra’s whiff.

764. The army guards its genial flame

Not crushed, routed nor marred in name.

765. The real army with rallied force

Resists even Death-God fierce.

766. Manly army has merits four:-

Stately-march, faith, honour, valour.

767. Army sets on to face the foes

Knowing how the trend of war goes.

768. Army gains force by grand array

Lacking in stay or dash in fray.

769. Army shall win if it is free

From weakness, aversion, poverty.

770. With troops in large numbers on rolls

Army can’t march missing gen’rals.



Thirukkural Couplets

78.  gilr; nrUf;F78.  gilr; nrUf;F78.  gilr; nrUf;F78.  gilr; nrUf;F78.  gilr; nrUf;F

vd!idKd! epy;yd!kpd! njt;tph; gyh;vd!id
Kd!epd!W fy;epd! wth;.                       771

fhd Kanya;j mk;gpdpy; ahid
gpioj;jNty; Ve;jy; ,dpJ.               772

Nguhz!ik vd!g jWfz!xd! Ww;wf;fhy;
Cuhz!ik kw;wjd! v‡F.               773

ifNty; fspw;nwhL Nghf;fp tUgtd!
nka;Nty; gwpah eFk;.               774

tpopj;jfz! Nty;nfhz! nlwpa mopj;jpikg;gpd!
xl;ld!Nwh td!f zth;f;F.               775

tpOg;Gz! glhjehs! vy;yhk; tOf;fpDs!
itf;Fk;jd! ehis vLj;J.               776

RoYk; ,irNtz!b Ntz!lh capuhh;
foy;ahg;Gf; fhhpif ePh;j;J.               777

cwpd!caph; mQ!rh kwth; ,iwtd!
nrwpDk;rPh; Fd!wy; ,yh;.               778

,ioj;jJ ,fthikr; rhthiu ahNu
gpioj;jJ xWf;fpw; gth;.               779

Gue;jhh;fz! ePh;ky;fr; rhfpw;gpd! rhf;fhL
,ue;JNfhs! jf;fJ cilj;J.               780

LXXVIII.  MILITARY PRIDE

771. Stand not before my chief, O foes !

Many who stood, in stones repose.

772. To life a lance that missed a tusker

Is prouder than shaft that hit a hare.

773. Valour is fight with fierce courage

Mercy to the fallen is its edge.

774. At the tusker he flings his lance

One in body smiles another chance.

775. When lances dart if heroes wink

“It is a rout” the world will think.

776. The brave shall deem the days as vain

Which did not battle-wounds sustain.

777. Their anklets aloud jingle their name

Who sacrifice their life for fame.

778. The king may chide, they pursue strife;

They fear loss of glory; not life.

779. Who will blame the heroes that lose

Their lives in war to keep their vows ?

780. Such a death shall be prayed for

Which draws the tears of the ruler.



Thirukkural Couplets

79.  el;G79.  el;G79.  el;G79.  el;G79.  el;G

nraw;fhpa ahTs el;gpd! mJNghy;
tpidf;fhpa ahTs fhg;G.               781

epiwePu ePuth; Nfz!ik gpiwkjpg;
gpd!ePu Ngijahh; el;G.               782

etpy;njhWk; E}y;eak; NghYk; gapy;njhWk;
gz!Gil ahsh; njhlh;G.               783

eFjw; nghUl;ld!W el;ly; kpFjpf;fz!
Nkw;nrd!W ,bj;jw; nghUl;L.                  784

Gzh;r;rp goFjy; Ntz!lh czh;r;rpjhd!
el;ghk; fpoik jUk;.                      785

Kfef el;gJ el;gd!W neQ!rj;J
mfef el;gJ el;G.               786

moptp ditePf;fp MWa;j;J moptpd!fz!
my;yy; cog;gjhk; el;G.               787

cLf;if ,oe;jtd! ifNghy Mq;Nf
,Lf;fz! fistjhk; el;G.                      788

el;gpw;F tPw;wpUf;if ahnjdpy; nfhl;gpd!wp
xy;Yk;tha; Cd!Wk; epiy.               789

,idah; ,tnukf;F ,d!dk;ahk; vd!W
GidapDk; Gy;nyd!Dk; el;G.        790

LXXIX.  FRIENDSHIP

781. Like friendship what’s so hard to gain?

That guards one against acts villain ?

782. Good friendship shines like waxing moon,

The bad withers like waning moon.

783. Like taste in books good friendship grows

The more one moves the more he knows.

784. Not to laugh is friendship made

But to hit when faults exceed.

785. No close living nor clasping grip

Friendship’s feeling heart’s fellowship.

786. Friendship is not mere smile on face

It is the smiling heart’s embrace.

787. From ruin friendship saves and shares

The load of pain and right path shows.

788. Friendship hastens help in mishaps

Like hands picking up dress that slips.

789. Friendship is enthroned on the strength

That always helps with utmost warmth.

790. “Such we are and such they are;”

Ev’n this boast will friendship mar.



Thirukkural Couplets

80.  el;ghuha;jy;80.  el;ghuha;jy;80.  el;ghuha;jy;80.  el;ghuha;jy;80.  el;ghuha;jy;

ehlhJ el;lypw; Nfby;iy el;lgpd!
tPby;iy el;ghs! gth;f;F.                       791

Ma;;e;jha;e;J nfhs!shjhd! Nfz!ik filKiw
jhd!rhe; Jaue; jUk;.               792

FzDq; FbikAq; Fw;wKq; Fd!wh
,d!Dk; mwpe;jpahf;f el;G.               793

Fbg;gpwe;J jd!fl; gopehZ thidf;
nfhLj;Jk; nfhsy;Ntz!Lk; el;G.       794

mor;nrhy;yp my;yJ ,bj;J tof;fwpa
ty;yhh;el;G Ma;e;J nfhsy;.       795

Nfl;bDk; cz!Nlhh; cWjp fpisQiu
ePl;b msg;gNjhh; Nfhy;.       796

Cjpak; vd!gJ xUtw;Fg; Ngijahh;
Nfz!ik xhP, tply;.               797

cs!sw;f cs!sQ! rpWFt nfhs!sw;f
my;yw;fz! zhw;wWg;ghh; el;G.       798

nfLq;fhiyf; iftpLthh; Nfz!ik mLq;fhiy
cs!spDk; cs!sk; RLk;.       799

kUTf khrw;whh; Nfz!iknahd! wPe;Jk;
xUTf xg;gpyhh; el;G.                      800

LXXX.  TESTING FRIENDSHIP

791. Than testless friendship nought is worse

For contacts formed will scarcely cease.

792. Friendship made without frequent test

Shall end in grief and death at last.

793. Temper, descent, defects and kins

Trace well and take companions.

794. Take as good friend at any price

The nobly born who shun disgrace.

795. Who make you weep and chide wrong trends

And lead you right are worthy friends.

796. Is there a test like misfortune

A rod to measure out kinsmen ?

797. Keep off contacts with fools; that is

The greatest gain so say the wise.

798. Off with thoughts that depress the heart

Off with friends that in woe depart.

799. Friends who betray at ruin’s brink

Burn our mind ev’n at death to think.

800. The blameless ones as friends embrace;

Give something and give up the base.



Thirukkural Couplets

81.  gioik81.  gioik81.  gioik81.  gioik81.  gioik

gioik vdg;gLtJ ahnjdpd! ahJk;
fpoikiaf; fPo;e;jplh el;G.               801

el;gpw; FWg;Gf; nfOjifik kw;wjw;F
cg;ghjy; rhd!Nwhh; fld!.              802

gofpa el;ngtd! nra;Ak; nfOjifik
nra;jhq;F mikahf; fil.              803

tpiojifahd! Ntz!b apUg;gh; nfOjifahw;
NfshJ el;lhh; nrapd!.              804

Ngijik xd!Nwh ngUq;fpoik vd!Wzh;f
Nehjf;f el;lhh; nrapd!.              805

vy;iyf;fz! epd!whh; Jwthh; njhiytplj;Jk;
njhy;iyf;fz! epd!whh; njhlh;G.              806

mopte;j nra;apDk; md!gwhh; md!gpd!
topte;j Nfz!ik ath;.              807

NfspOf;fk; Nfshf; nfOjifik ty;yhh;f;F
ehspOf;fk; el;lhh; nrapd!.              808

nflhm topte;j Nfz!ikahh; Nfz!ik
tplhmh; tpioAk; cyF.              809

tpioahh; tpioag; gLg gioahh;fz!
gz!gpd! jiyg;gphpah jhh;.              810

LXXXI.  INTIMACY

801. That friendship is good amity

Which restrains not one’s liberty.

802. Friendship’s heart is freedom close;

Wise men’s duty is such to please.

803. Of long friendship what is the use

Righteous freedom if men refuse ?

804. Things done unasked by loving friends

Please the wise as familiar trends !

805. Offence of friends feel it easy

As folly or close intimacy.

806. They forsake not but continue

In friendship’s bounds though loss ensue.

807. Comrades established in firm love

Though ruin comes waive not their vow.

808. Fast friends who list not tales of ill

Though wronged they say “that day is well”.

809. To love such friends the world desires

Whose friendship has unbroken ties.

810. Even foes love for better ends

Those who leave not long-standing friends.



Thirukkural Couplets

82.  jP el;G82.  jP el;G82.  jP el;G82.  jP el;G82.  jP el;G

gUFthh; NghypDk; gz!gpyhh; Nfz!ik
ngUfypw; Fd!wy; ,dpJ.               811

cwpd!el;L mwpd!x&ck; xg;gpyhh; Nfz!ik
ngwpDk; ,og;gpDk; vd! ?               812

cWtJ rPh;J}f;Fk; el;Gk; ngWtJ
nfhs!thUk; fs!tUk; Neh;.               813

mkufj;J Mw;wWf;Fk; fy;yhkh md!dhh;
jkhpd! jdpik jiy.               814

nra;NjkQ! rhuhr; rpwpath; Gd!Nfz!ik
va;jypd! va;jhik ed!W.               815

Ngij ngUq;nfoP, el;gpd! mwpTilahh;
Vjpd!ik Nfhb cWk;.               816

eiftifa uhfpa el;gpd! giftuhy;
gj;jLj;j Nfhb cWk;.               817

xy;Yk; fUkk; clw;W gth;Nfz!ik
nrhy;yhlhh; Nrhu tply;.               818

fdtpDk; ,d!dhJ kd!Ndh tpidNtW
nrhy;NtW gl;lhh; njhlh;G.       819

vidj;Jk; FWFjy; Xk;gy; kidf;nfoP,
kd!wpy; gopg;ghh; njhlh;G.                      820

LXXXII.  BAD FRIENDSHIP

811. Swallowing love of soulless men

Had better wane than wax anon.

812. Who fawn in wealth and fail in dearth

Gain or lose; such friends have no worth.

813. Cunning friends who calculate

Are like thieves and whores wicked.

814. Better be alone than trust in those

That throw in field like faithless horse.

815. Friends low and mean that give no help—

Leave them is better than to keep.

816. Million times the wise man’s hate

Is better than a fool intimate.

817. Ten-fold crore you gain from foes

Than from friends who are vain laughers.

818. Without a word those friends eschew

Who spoil deeds which they can do.

819. Even in dreams the tie is bad

With those whose deed is far from word.

820. Keep aloof from those that smile

At home and in public revile.



Thirukkural Couplets

83.  $lh el;G83.  $lh el;G83.  $lh el;G83.  $lh el;G83.  $lh el;G

rPhplk; fhzpd! vwpjw;Fg; gl;lil
Neuh epue;jth; el;G.                      821

,dk;Nghd!W ,dky;yhh; Nfz!ik kfsph;
kdk;Nghy NtW gLk;.               822

gyey;y fw;wf; filj;Jk; kdey;yh;
MFjy; khzhh;f;F mhpJ.               823

Kfj;jpd! ,dpa efhm mfj;jpd!dh
tQ!riu mQ!rg; gLk;.               824

kdj;jpd! mikah jtiu vidj;njhd!Wk;
nrhy;ypdhy; Njww;ghw;W md!W.                825

el;lhh;Nghy; ey;yit nrhy;ypDk; xl;lhh;nrhy;
xy;iy czug; gLk;.               826

nrhy;tzf;fk; xd!dhh;fz! nfhs!sw;f tpy;tzf;fk;
jPq;F Fwpj;jik ahd!.               827

njhOjif As!Sk; gilnahLq;Fk; xd!dhh;
mOjfz! zPUk; midj;J.                      828

kpfr;nra;J jk;vs!S thiu efr;nra;J
el;gpDs! rhg;Gy;yw; ghw;W.               829

gifel;ghk; fhyk; tUq;fhy; Kfel;L
mfel;G xhP, tply;.                      830

LXXXIII.  FALSE FRIENDSHIP

821. The friendship by an enemy shown

Is anvil in time, to strike you down.

822. Who pretend kinship but are not

Their friendship’s fickle like woman’s heart.

823. They may be vast in good studies

But heartfelt-love is hard for foes.

824. Fear foes whose face has winning smiles

Whose heart is full of cunning guiles.

825. Do not trust in what they tell

Whose mind with your mind goes ill.

826. The words of foes is quickly seen

Though they speak like friends in fine.

827. Trust not the humble words of foes

Danger darts from bending bows.

828. Adoring hands of foes hide arms

Their sobbing tears have lurking harms.

829. In open who praise, at heart despise

Cajole and crush them in friendly guise.

830. When foes, in time, play friendship’s part

Feign love on face but not in heart.



Thirukkural Couplets

84.  Ngijik84.  Ngijik84.  Ngijik84.  Ngijik84.  Ngijik

Ngijik vd!gnjhd!W ahnjdpd! Vjq;nfhz!L
Cjpak; Nghf tply;.               831

NgijikA nsy;yhk; Ngijik fhjd!ik
ifay;y jd!fl; nray;.               832

ehzhik ehlhik ehhpd!ik ahnjhd!Wk;
Ngzhik Ngij njhopy;.               833

Xjp czh;e;Jk; gpwh;f;Fiuj;Jk; jhdlq;fhg;
Ngijapd! Ngijahh; ,y;.               834

xUikr; nrayhw;Wk; Ngij vOikAk;
jhd!Gf; fOe;Jk; msW.                      835

ngha;gLk; xd!Nwh GidG+Zk; ifawpahg;
Ngij tpidNkw; nfhspd!.               836

Vjpyhh; Muj; jkh;grpg;gh; Ngij
ngUQ!nry;tk; cw;wf; fil.               837

ikay; xUtd! fspj;jw;why; Ngijjd!
ifnahd!W cilik ngwpd!.               838

nghpjpdpJ Ngijahh; Nfz!ik gphptpd!fz!
gPio jUtnjhd!W ,y;.               839

fohmf;fhy; gs!spAs! itj;jw;why; rhd!Nwhh;
Fohmj;Jg; Ngij Gfy;.               840

LXXXIV.  FOLLY

831. This is folly’s prominent vein

To favour loss and forego gain.

832. Folly of follies is to lead

A lewd and lawless life so bad.

833. Shameless, aimless, callous, listless

Such are the marks of foolishness.

834. No fool equals the fool who learns

Knows, teaches, but self-control spurns.

835. The fool suffers sevenfold hells

In single birth of hellish ills.

836. A know-nothing fool daring a deed

Not only fails but feels fettered.

837. Strangers feast and kinsmen fast

When fools mishandle fortunes vast.

838. Fools possessing something on hand

Like dazed and drunken stupids stand.

839. Friendship with fools is highly sweet

For without a groan we part.

840. Entrance of fools where Savants meet

Looks like couch trod by unclean feet.



Thirukkural Couplets

85.  Gy;ywpthz!ik85.  Gy;ywpthz!ik85.  Gy;ywpthz!ik85.  Gy;ywpthz!ik85.  Gy;ywpthz!ik

mwptpd!ik ,d!ikAs! ,d!ik gpwpjpd!ik
,d!ikah itahJ cyF.               841

mwptpyhd! neQ!Rte;J <jy; gpwpJahJk;
,y;iy ngWthd! jtk;.               842

mwptpyhh; jhk;jk;ikg; gPopf;Fk; gPio
nrWthh;f;Fk; nra;jy; mhpJ.               843

ntz!ik vdg;gLtJ ahnjdpd! xz!ik
cilak;ahk; vd!DQ! nrUf;F.               844

fy;yhj Nkw;nfhz!L xOfy; frlw
ty;yJ}ck; Iak; jUk;.               845

mw;wk; kiwj;jNyh Gy;ywpT jk;tapd!
Fw;wk; kiwah top.               846

mUkiw NrhUk; mwptpyhd! nra;Ak;
ngUkpiw jhNd jdf;F.               847

VtTk; nra;fyhd! jhd!Njwhd! mt;Taph;
Nghxk; msTNkhh; Neha;.                      848

fhzhjhd! fhl;Lthd! jhd!fhzhd! fhzhjhd!
fz!lhdhk; jhd!fz!l thW.       849

cyfj;jhh; cz!nld!gJ ,y;nyd!ghd! itaj;J
myifah itf;fg; gLk;.               850

LXXXV.  PETTY CONCEIT

841. Want of wisdom is want of wants

Want of aught else the world nev’r counts.

842. When fool bestows with glee a gift

It comes but by getter’s merit.

843. The self-torments of fools exceed

Ev’n tortures of their foes indeed.

844. Stupidity is vanity

That cries “We have sagacity”.

845. Feigning knowledge that one has not

Leads to doubt ev’n that he has got.

846. Fools their nakedness conceal

And yet their glaring faults reveal.

847. The fool that slights sacred counsels

Upon himself great harm entails.

848. He listens not nor himself knows

Plague is his life until it goes.

849. Sans Self-sight in vain one opens Sight

To the blind who bet their sight as right.

850. To people’s “Yes” who proffer “No”

Deemed as ghouls on earth they go.



Thirukkural Couplets

86.  ,fy;86.  ,fy;86.  ,fy;86.  ,fy;86.  ,fy;

,fnyd!g vy;yh caph;f;Fk; gfnyd!Dk;
gz!gpd!ik ghhpf;Fk; Neha;.       851

gfy;fUjpg; gw;wh nrapDk; ,fy;fUjp
,d!dhnra; ahik jiy.       852

,fnyd!Dk; vt;tNeha; ePf;fpd! jfypy;yhj;
jhtpy; tpsf;fk; jUk;.               853

,d!gj;Js! ,d!gk; gaf;Fk; ,fnyd!Dk;
Jd!gj;Js! Jd!gk; nfbd!.               854

,fnyjph; rha;e;njhOf ty;yhiu ahNu
kpfY}f;Fk; jd!ik ath;.               855

,fypd! kpfypdpJ vd!gtd! tho;f;if
jtYk; nflYk; ezpj;J.               856

kpfy;Nkty; nka;g;nghUs! fhzhh; ,fy;Nkty;
,d!dh mwptp dth;.               857

,fypw;F vjph;rha;jy; Mf;fk; mjid
kpfY}f;fpd! Cf;Fkhk; NfL.               858

,fy;fhzhd! Mf;fk; tUq;fhy; mjid
kpfy;fhZk; NfL juw;F.               859

,fyhdhk; ,d!dhj vy;yhk; efyhdhk;
ed!dak; vd!Dk; nrUf;F.               860

LXXXVI.  HATRED

851. Hatred is a plague that divides

And rouses illwill on all sides.

852. Rouse not hatred and confusion

Though foes provoke disunion.

853. Shun the plague of enmity

And win everlasting glory.

854. Hate - the woe of woes destroy;

Then joy of joys you can enjoy.

855. Who can overcome them in glory

That are free from enmity ?

856. His fall and ruin are quite near

Who holds enmity sweet and dear.

857. They cannot see the supreme Truth

Who hate and injure without ruth.

858. To turn from enmity is gain

Fomenting it brings fast ruin.

859. Fortune favours when hate recedes

Hatred exceeding ruin breeds.

860. All evils come from enmity

All goodness flow from amity.



Thirukkural Couplets

87.  gifkhl;rp87.  gifkhl;rp87.  gifkhl;rp87.  gifkhl;rp87.  gifkhl;rp

typahh;f;F khNww;wy; Xk;Gf Xk;gh
nkypahh;Nky; Nkf gif.               861

md!gpyd! Md!w Jizapyd! jhd!Jt;thd!
vd!ghpAk; Vjpyhd! Jg;G.               862

mQ!Rk; mwpahd! miktpyd! <fyhd!
jQ!rk; vspad! giff;F.               863

ePq;fhd! ntFsp epiwapyd! vQ!Qhd!Wk;
ahq;fZk; ahh;f;Fk; vspJ.               864

topNehf;fhd! tha;g;gd nra;ahd! gopNehf;fhd!
gz!gpyd! gw;whh;f;F ,dpJ.                      865

fhzhr; rpdj;jhd! fopngUq; fhkj;jhd!
Ngzhik Ngzg; gLk;.               866

nfhLj;Jk; nfhsy;Ntz!Lk; kd!w mLj;jpUe;J
khzhj nra;thd! gif.               867

Fzdpydha;f; Fw;wk; gythapd! khw;whh;f;F
,ddpydhk; Vkhg;G cilj;J.                 868

nrWthh;f;Fr; Nrzpfth ,d!gk; mwptpyh
mQ!Rk; gifth;g; ngwpd!.               869

fy;yhd! ntFSk; rpWnghUs! vQ!Qhd!Wk;
xy;yhid xy;yhJ xsp.                      870

LXXXVII.  NOBLE HOSTILITY

861. Turn from strife with foes too strong

With the feeble for battle long.

862. Loveless, aidless, powerless king

Can he withstand an enemy strong ?

863. Unskilled, timid, miser, misfit

He is easy for foes to hit.

864. The wrathful restive man is prey

To any, anywhere any day.

865. Crooked, cruel, tactless and base

Any foe can fell him with ease.

866. Blind in rage and mad in lust

To have his hatred is but just.

867. Pay and buy his enmity

Who muddles chance with oddity.

868. With no virtue but full of vice

He loses friends and delights foes.

869. The joy of heroes knows no bounds

When timid fools are opponents.

870. Glory’s light he will not gain

Who fails to fight a fool and win.



Thirukkural Couplets

88.  gifj;jpwk; njhpjy;88.  gifj;jpwk; njhpjy;88.  gifj;jpwk; njhpjy;88.  gifj;jpwk; njhpjy;88.  gifj;jpwk; njhpjy;

gifvd!Dk; gz!gp yjid xUtd!
eifNaAk; Ntz!lw;ghw;W md!W.             871

tpy;Ny Uoth; gifnfhspDk; nfhs!sw;f
nrhy;Ny Uoth; gif.               872

VKw; wthpDk; Vio jkpadha;g;
gy;yhh; gifnfhs! gtd!.               873

gifel;ghf; nfhz!nlhOFk; gz!Gil ahsd!
jifikf;fz! jq;fpw;W cyF.               874

jd!Jiz ,d!why; gif,uz!lhy; jhd!xUtd!
,d!Jizahf; nfhs!ftw;wpd! xd!W.          875

NjwpDk; Njwh tpbDk; moptpd!fz!
Njwhd! gfhmd! tply;.               876

Nehtw;f nehe;jJ mwpahh;f;F Nktw;f
nkd!ik gift ufj;J.               877

tifawpe;J jw;nra;J jw;fhg;g khAk;
gifth;fz! gl;l nrUf;F.                        878

,isjhf Ks!kuk; nfhy;f fisAeh;
ifnfhy;Yk; fho;j;j tplj;J.               879

caph;g;g csuy;yh; kd!w nrapg;gth;
nrk;ky; rpijf;fyh jhh;.               880

LXXXVIII.  APPRAISING ENEMIES

871. Let not one even as a sport

The ill-natured enmity court.

872. Incur the hate of bow-ploughers

But not the hate of word-ploughers.

873. Forlorn, who rouses many foes

The worst insanity betrays.

874. This world goes safely in his grace

Whose heart makes friends even of foes.

875. Alone, if two foes you oppose

Make one of them your ally close.

876. Trust or distrust; during distress

Keep aloof; don’t mix with foes.

877. To those who know not, tell not your pain

Nor your weakness to foes explain.

878. Know how and act and defend well

The pride of enemies shall fall.

879. Cut off thorn-trees when young they are;

Grown hard, they cut your hands beware.

880. To breathe on earth they are not fit

Defying foes who don’t defeat.



Thirukkural Couplets

89.  cl;gif89.  cl;gif89.  cl;gif89.  cl;gif89.  cl;gif

epoy;ePUk; ,d!dhj ,d!dh jkh;ePUk;
,d!dhthk; ,d!dh nrapd!.               881

ths!Nghy; giftiu mQ!rw;f mQ!Rf
Nfs!Nghy; gifth; njhlh;G.               882

cl;gif mQ!rpj;jw; fhf;f ciytplj;J
kl;gifapd! khzj; njWk;.                      883

kdkhzh cl;gif Njhd!wpd! ,dkhzh
Vjk; gyTe; jUk;.                              884

cwy;Kiwahd! cl;gif Njhd!wpd! ,wy;Kiwahd!
Vjk; gyTe; jUk;.                      885

xd!whik xd!wpahh; fl;gbd! vQ!Qhd!Wk;
nghd!whik xd!wy; mhpJ.                      886

nrg;gpd! Gzh;r;rpNghy; $bDk; $lhNj
cl;gif cw;w Fb.                              887

muk;nghUj nghd!Nghyj; NjAk; cuk;nghUJ
cl;gif cw;w Fb.                              888

vl;gf td!d rpWikj;Nj MapDk;
cl;gif cs!sjhk; NfL.                          889

clk;ghL ,yhjth; tho;f;if Flq;fUs!
ghk;NghL clDiwe; jw;W.                       890

LXXXIX.  SECRET FOE

881. Traitorous kinsmen will make you sad

As water and shade do harm when bad.

882. You need not sword-like kinsmen fear

Fear foes who feign as kinsmen dear.

883. The secret foe in days evil

Will cut you, beware, like potters’ steel.

884. The evil-minded foe within

Foments trouble, spoils kinsmen!

885. A traitor among kinsmen will

Bring life-endangering evil.

886. Discord in kings’ circle entails

Life-destroying deadly evils.

887 A house hiding hostiles in core

Just seems one like the lid in jar.

888. By secret spite the house wears out

Like gold crumbling by file’s contact.

889. Ruin lurks in enmity

As slit in sesame though it be.

890. Dwell with traitors that hate in heart

Is dwelling with snake in selfsame hut.



Thirukkural Couplets

90.  nghpahiug; gpioahik90.  nghpahiug; gpioahik90.  nghpahiug; gpioahik90.  nghpahiug; gpioahik90.  nghpahiug; gpioahik

Mw;Wthh; Mw;wy; ,fohik Nghw;Wthh;
Nghw;wY nsy;yhk; jiy.               891

nghpahiug; NgzhJ xOfpd! nghpahuhy;
Nguh ,Lk;ig jUk;.               892

nfly;Ntz!bd! NfshJ nra;f mly;Ntz!bd!
Mw;W gth;fz! ,Of;F.               893

$w;wj;ijf; ifahy; tpspj;jw;why; Mw;Wthh;f;F
Mw;whjhh; ,d!dh nray;.               894

ahz!Lr;nrd!W ahz!Lk; csuhfhh; nte;Jg;gpd!
Nte;J nrwg;gl; lth;.                      895

vhpahy; Rlg;gbDk; ca;Tz!lhk; ca;ahh;
nghpahh;g; gpioj;njhOF thh;.               896

tifkhz!l tho;f;ifAk; thd!nghUSk; vd!dhk;
jifkhz!l jf;fhh; nrwpd!.               897

Fd!wd!dhh; Fd!w kjpg;gpd! FbnahL
epd!wd!dhh; kha;th; epyj;J.                      898

Ve;jpa nfhs!ifahh; rPwpd! ,ilKhpe;J
Nte;jDk; Nte;J nfLk;.               899

,we;jike;j rhh;Gila uhapDk; ca;ahh;
rpwe;jike;j rPuhh; nrwpd!.                      900

XC.  OFFEND NOT THE GREAT

891. Not to spite the mighty ones

Safest safeguard to living brings.

892. To walk unmindful of the great

Shall great troubles ceaseless create.

893. Heed not and do, if ruin you want

Offence against the mighty great.

894. The weak who insult men of might

Death with their own hands invite.

895. Where can they go and thrive where

Pursued by powerful monarch’s ire ?

896. One can escape in fire caught

The great who offends escapes not.

897. If holy mighty sages frown

Stately gifts and stores who can own ?

898. When hill-like sages are held small

The firm on earth lose home and all.

899. Before the holy sage’s rage

Ev’n Indra’s empire meets damage.

900. Even mighty aided men shall quail

If the enraged holy seers will.



Thirukkural Couplets

91.  ngz!topr;Nrwy;91.  ngz!topr;Nrwy;91.  ngz!topr;Nrwy;91.  ngz!topr;Nrwy;91.  ngz!topr;Nrwy;

kidtpiothh; khz!gad! va;jhh; tpidtpiothh;
Ntz!lhg; nghUSk; mJ.               901

NgzhJ ngz!tpiothd! Mf;fk; nghpaNjhh;
ehzhf ehZj; jUk;.               902

,y;yhs!fz! jho;e;j ,ay;gpd!ik vQ!Qhd!Wk;
ey;yhUs! ehZj; jUk;.               903

kidahis mQ!Rk; kWikap yhsd!
tpidahz!ik tPnwa;jy; ,d!W.               904

,y;yhis mQ!Rthd! mQ!Rkw; nwQ!Qhd!Wk;
ey;yhh;f;F ey;y nray;.               905

,ikahhpd! thopDk; ghbyNu ,y;yhs!
mikahh;Njhs! mQ!R gth;.               906

ngz!Nzty; nra;njhOFk; Mz!ikapd! ehZilg;
ngz!Nz ngUik cilj;J.        907

el;lhh; FiwKbahh; ed!whw;whh; ed!Djyhs!
ngl;lhq;F xOF gth;.               908

mwtpidAk; Md!w nghUSk; gpwtpidAk;
ngz!Vty; nra;thh;fz! ,y;.               909

vz!Nrh;e;j neQ!rj; jplDilahh;f;F vQ!Qhd!Wk;
ngz!Nrh;e;jhk; Ngijik ,y;.               910

XCI.  BEING LED BY WOMEN

901. Who dote on wives lose mighty gain

That lust, dynamic men disdain.

902. Who dotes, unmanly, on his dame

His wealth to him and all is shame.

903. Who’s servile to his wife always

Shy he feels before the wise.

904. Fearing his wife salvationless

The weaklings’ action has no grace.

905. Who fears his wife fears always

Good to do to the good and wise.

906. Who fear douce arms of their wives

Look petty even with god-like lives.

907. Esteemed more is women bashful

Than man servile unto her will.

908. By fair-browed wives who are governed

Help no friends nor goodness tend.

909. No virtue riches nor joy is seen

In those who submit to women.

910. Thinkers strong and broad of heart

By folly on fair sex do not dote.



Thirukkural Couplets

92.  tiutpd! kfsph;92.  tiutpd! kfsph;92.  tiutpd! kfsph;92.  tiutpd! kfsph;92.  tiutpd! kfsph;

md!gpd! tpioahh; nghUs!tpioAk; Ma;njhbahh;
,d!nrhy; ,Of;Fj; jUk;.                       911

gad!J}f;fpg; gz!Giuf;Fk; gz!gpd! kfsph;
ead!J}f;fp es!sh tply;.               912

nghUl;ngz!bh; ngha;k;ik Kaf;fk; ,Ul;liwapy;
Vjpy; gpze;joP, aw;W.               913

nghUl;nghUshh; Gd!dyk; Njhahh; mUl;nghUs!
MAk; mwptp dth;.               914

nghJeyj;jhh; Gd!dyk; Njhahh; kjpeyj;jpd!
khz!l mwptp dth;.               915

je;eyk; ghhpg;ghh; Njhahh; jifnrUf;fpg;
Gd!dyk; ghhpg;ghh; Njhs!.               916

epiwneQ!rk; ,y;yth; Njha;th; gpwneQ!rpw;
Ngzpg; Gzh;gth; Njhs!.                       917

MAk; mwptpdh; my;yhh;f;F mzq;nfd!g
kha kfsph; Kaf;F.               918

tiutpyh khzpioahh; nkd!Nwhs! Giuapyhg;
G+hpah;fs! MOk; msW.               919

,Ukdg; ngz!bUk; fs!Sk; ftWk;
jpUePf;fg; gl;lhh; njhlh;G.               920

XCII.  WANTON WOMEN

911. For gold, not love their tongue cajoles

Men are ruined by bangled belles.

912. Aviod ill-natured whores who feign

Love only for their selfish gain.

913. The false embrace of  whores is like

That of a damned corpse in the dark.

914. The wise who seek the wealth of grace

Look not for harlots’ low embrace.

915. The lofty wise will never covet

The open charms of a vile harlot.

916. Those who guard their worthy fame

Shun the wanton’s vaunting charm.

917. Hollow hearts alone desire

The arms of whores with hearts elsewere.

918. Senseless fools are lured away

By arms of sirens who lead astray.

919. The soft jewelled arms of whores are hell

Into which the degraded fall.

920. Double-minded whores, wine and dice

Are lures of those whom fortune flies.



Thirukkural Couplets

93.  fs!Sz!zhik93.  fs!Sz!zhik93.  fs!Sz!zhik93.  fs!Sz!zhik93.  fs!Sz!zhik

cl;fg; glhmh; xspapog;gh; vQ!Qhd!Wk;
fl;fhjy; nfhz!nlhOF thh;.               921

cz!zw;f fs!is czpy;cz!f rhd!Nwhuhd!
vz!zg; glNtz!lh jhh;.               922

<d!whs! Kfj;NjAk; ,d!dhjhy; vd!kw;Wr;
rhd!Nwhh; Kfj;Jf; fsp.               923

ehz!vd!Dk; ey;yhs! Gwq;nfhLf;Fk; fs!nsd!Dk;
Ngzhg; ngUq;Fw;wj; jhh;f;F.               924

ifawp ahik Ailj;Nj nghUs!nfhLj;J
nka;awp ahik nfhsy;.               925

JQ!rpdhh; nrj;jhhpd! Ntwy;yh; vQ!Qhd!Wk;
eQ!Rz!ghh; fs!Sz! gth;.               926

cs!nshw;wp cs!@h; efg;gLth; vQ!Qhd!Wk;
fs!nshw;wpf; fz!rha; gth;.               927

fspj;jwpNad! vd!gJ iftpLf neQ!rj;J
xspj;jJ}ck; Mq;Nf kpFk;.               928

fspj;jhidf; fhuzk; fhl;Ljy; fPo;ePh;f;
Fspj;jhidj; jPj;JhP, aw;W.               929

fs!Sz!zhg; Ngho;jpy; fspj;jhidf; fhZq;fhy;
cs!shd!nfhy; cz!ljd! Nrhh;T.       930

XCIII.  NOT DRINKING LIQUOR

921. Foes fear not who for toddy craze

The addicts daily their glory lose.

922. Drink not liquor; but let them drink

Whom with esteem the wise won’t think.

923. The drunkard’s joy pains ev’n mother’s face

How vile must it look for the wise ?

924. Good shame turns back from him ashamed

Who is guilty of wine condemned.

925. To pay and drink and lose the sense

Is nothing but rank ignorance.

926. They take poison who take toddy

And doze ev’n like a dead body.

927. The secret drunkard’s senses off

Make the prying public laugh.

928. Don’t say “I am not a drunkard hard”

The hidden fraud is known abroad.

929. Can torch search one in water sunk ?

Can reason reach the raving drunk ?

930. The sober seeing the drunkard’s plight

On selves can’t they feel same effect ?



Thirukkural Couplets

94.  #J94.  #J94.  #J94.  #J94.  #J

Ntz!lw;f ntd!wpbDk; #jpid ntd!wJ}ck;
J}z!bw;nghd! kPd!tpOq;fp aw;W.                931

xd!nwa;jp E}wpof;Fk; #jh;f;Fk; cz!lhq;nfhy;
ed!nwa;jp tho;tNjhh; MW.               932

cUshak; XthJ $wpd! nghUshak;
Nghxa;g; GwNk gLk;.               933

rpWik gynra;J rPuopf;Fk; #jpd!
tWik jUtnjhd!W ,y;.               934

ftWk; fofKk; ifAk; jUf;fp
,twpahh; ,y;yhfp ahh;.               935

mflhuhh; my;yy; cog;gh;# njd!Dk;
Kfbahy; %lg;gl; lhh;.               936

gofpa nry;tKk; gz!Gk; nfLf;Fk;
fofj;Jf; fhiy Gfpd!.               937

nghUs!nfLj;Jg; ngha;Nkw; nfhsP, mUs!nfLj;J
my;yy; cog;gpf;Fk; #J.               938

cilnry;tk; Cz!xsp fy;tpvd!W Ie;Jk;
milahthk; Mak; nfhspd!.               939

,oj;njhW}ck; fhjypf;Fk; #NjNghy; Jd!gk;
coj;njhW}ck; fhjw;W caph;.               940

XCIV.  GAMBLING

931. Avoid gambling, albeit you win

Gulping bait-hook what does fish gain ?

932. Can gamblers in life good obtain

Who lose a hundred one to gain ?

933. If kings indulge in casting dice

All their fortune will flow to foes.

934. Nothing will make you poor like game

Which adds to woes and ruins fame.

935. The game, game-hall and gambler’s art

Who sought with glee have come to nought.

936. Men swallowed by the ogress, dice

Suffer grief and want by that vice.

937. If men their time in game-den spend

Ancestral wealth and virtues end.

938. Game ruins wealth and spoils grace

Leads to lies and wretched woes.

939. Dress, wealth, food, fame, learning-these five

In gambler’s hand will never thrive.

940. Love for game grows with every loss

As love for life with sorrows grows.
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95.  kUe;J95.  kUe;J95.  kUe;J95.  kUe;J95.  kUe;J

kpfpDk; FiwapDk; Neha;nra;Ak; E}Nyhh;
tspKjyh vz!zpa %d!W.               941

kUe;njd Ntz!lhthk; ahf;iff;F mUe;jpaJ
mw;wJ Nghw;wp czpd!.               942

mw;why; mstwpe;J cz!f m‡Jlk;G
ngw;whd! nebJa;f;F khW.               943

mw;wJ mwpe;J filg;gpbj;J khwy;y
Ja;f;f Jtug; grpj;J.               944

khWghL ,y;yhj cz!b kWj;Jz!zpd!
CWghL ,y;iy caph;f;F.               945

,optwpe;J cz!ghd!fz! ,d!gk;Nghy; epw;Fk;
fopNg hpiuahd!fz! Neha;.               946

jPas td!wpj; njhpahd! nghpJz!zpd!
Nehas tpd!wpg; gLk;.               947

Neha;ehb Neha;Kjy; ehb mJjzpf;Fk;
tha;ehb tha;g;gr; nray;.               948

cw;whd! msTk; gpzpasTk; fhyKk;
fw;whd! fUjpr; nray;.               949

cw;wtd! jPh;g;ghd! kUe;Jcior; nry;thndd!W
mg;ghy;ehw; $w;Nw kUe;J.                      950

XCV.  MEDICINE

941. Wind, bile and phlegm three cause disease

So doctors deem it more or less.

942. After digestion one who feeds

His body no medicine needs.

943. Eat food to digestive measure

Life in body lasts with pleasure.

944. Know digestion; with keen appetite

Eat what is suitable and right.

945. With fasting adjusted food right

Cures ills of life and makes you bright.

946. Who eats with clean stomach gets health

With greedy glutton abides ill-health.

947. Who glut beyond the hunger’s fire

Suffer from untold diseases here.

948. Test disease, its cause and cure

And apply remedy that is sure.

949. Let the skilful doctor note

The sickman, sickness, season and treat.

950. Patient, doctor, medicine and nurse

Are four-fold codes of treating course.
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96.  Fbik96.  Fbik96.  Fbik96.  Fbik96.  Fbik

,w;gpwe;jhh; fz!my;yJ ,y;iy ,ay;ghfr;
nrg;gKk; ehZk; xUq;F.                       951

xOf;fKk; tha;ikAk; ehZk;,k; %d!Wk;
,Of;fhh; Fbg;gpwe; jhh;.               952

eif<if ,d!nrhy; ,fohik ehd!Fk;
tifvd!g tha;ikf; Fbf;F.               953

mLf;fpa Nfhb ngwpDk; Fbg;gpwe;jhh;
Fd!Wt nra;jy; ,yh;.               954

toq;Ft Js!tPo;e;jf; fz!Zk; goq;Fb
gz!gpy; jiyg;gphpjy; ,d!W.                       955

ryk;gw;wpr; rhy;gpy nra;ahh;kh rw;w
Fyk;gw;wp tho;Jk;vd! ghh;.               956

Fbg;gpwe;jhh; fz!tpsq;Fk; Fw;wk; tpRk;gpd!
kjpf;fz! kWg;Nghy; cah;e;J.               957

eyj;jpd!fz! ehhpd!ik Njhd!wpd! mtidf;
Fyj;jpd!fz! Iag; gLk;.               958

epyj;jpy; fple;jik fhy;fhl;Lk; fhl;Lk;
Fyj;jpy; gpwe;jhh;tha;r; nrhy;.               959

eyk;Ntz!bd! ehZilik Ntz!Lk; Fyk;Ntz!bd!
Ntz!Lf ahh;f;Fk; gzpT.               960

XCVI.  NOBILITY

951. Right-sense and bashfulness adorn

By nature only the noble-born.

952. The noble-born lack not these three;

Good conduct, truth and modesty.

953. Smile, gift, sweet words and courtesy

These four mark true nobility.

954. Even for crores, the noble mood

Cannot bend to degrading deed.

955. The means of gift may dwindle; yet

Ancient homes guard their noble trait.

956. Who guard their family prestige pure

Stoop not to acts of cunning lure.

957. The faults of nobly-born are seen

Like on the sky the spots of moon.

958. If manners of the good are rude

People deem their pedigree crude.

959. Soil’s nature is seen in sprout

The worth of birth from words flow out.

960. All gain good name by modesty

Nobility by humility.
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97.  khdk;97.  khdk;97.  khdk;97.  khdk;97.  khdk;

,d!wp aikahr; rpwg;gpd MapDk;
Fd!w tUg tply;.                       961

rPhpDk; rPuy;y nra;ahNu rPnuhL
Nguhz!ik Ntz!L gth;.               962

ngUf;fj;J Ntz!Lk; gzpjy; rpwpa
RUf;fj;J Ntz!Lk; cah;T.               963

jiyapd! ,ope;j kapuidah; khe;jh;
epiyapd! ,ope;jf; fil.               964

Fd!wpd! midahUk; Fd!Wth; Fd!Wt
Fd!wp mida nrapd!.               965

Gfo;,d!why; Gj;Njs!ehl;L ca;ahjhy; vd!kw;W
,fo;thh;gpd! nrd!W epiy.               966

xl;lhh;gpd! nrd!nwhUtd! tho;jypd! me;epiyNa
nfl;lhd! vdg;gLjy; ed!W.               967

kUe;Njhkw;W Cd!Xk;Gk; tho;f;if ngUe;jifik
gPlopa te;j ,lj;J.               968

kaph;ePg;gpd! thohf; fthpkh md!dhh;
caph;ePg;gh; khdk; thpd!.               969

,spthpd! thohj khdk; cilahh;
xspnjhOJ Vj;Jk; cyF.               970

XCVII.  HONOUR

961. Though needed for your life in main,

From mean degrading acts refrain.

962. Who seek honour and manly fame

Don’t do mean deeds even for name.

963. Be humble in prosperity

In decline uphold dignity.

964. Like hair fallen from head are those

Who fall down from their high status.

965. Even hill-like men will sink to nought

With abrus-grain-like small default.

966. Why fawn on men that scorn you here

It yields no fame, heaven’s bliss neither.

967. Better it is to die forlorn

Than live as slaves of those who scorn.

968. Is nursing body nectar sweet

Even when one’s honour is lost ?

969. Honour lost, the noble expire

Like a yak that loses its hair.

970. Their light the world adores and hails

Who will not live when honour fails.
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98.  ngUik98.  ngUik98.  ngUik98.  ngUik98.  ngUik

xspxUtw;F cs!s ntWf;if ,dpxUtw;F
m‡jpwe;J tho;Jk; vdy;.                       971

gpwg;nghf;Fk; vy;yh caph;f;Fk; rpwg;nght;th
nra;njhopy; Ntw;Wik ahd!.               972

NkypUe;Jk; Nkyy;yhh; Nkyy;yh; fPopUe;Jk;
fPoy;yhh; fPoy; yth;.               973

xUik kfspNu Nghyg; ngUikAk;
jd!idj;jhd! nfhz!nlhOfpd! cz!L.            974

ngUik cilath; Mw;Wthh; Mw;wpd!
mUik cila nray;.               975

rpwpahh; czh;r;rpAs! ,y;iy nghpahiug;
Ngzpf;nfhs! Ntk;vd!Dk; Nehf;F.              976

,wg;Ng Ghpe;j njhopw;whk; rpwg;Ge;jhd!
rPuy; yth;fl; gbd!.               977

gzpAkhk; vd!Wk; ngUik rpWik
mzpAkhk; jd!id tpae;J.               978

ngUik ngUkpjk; ,d!ik rpWik
ngUkpjk; Ch;e;J tply;.               979

mw;wk; kiwf;Fk; ngUik rpWikjhd!
Fw;wNk $wp tpLk;               980

XCVIII.  GREATNESS

971. A heart of courage lives in light

Devoid of that one’s life is night.

972. All beings are the same in birth

But work decides their varied worth.

973. Ignoble high not high they are

The noble low not low they fare.

974. Greatness like woman’s chastity

Is guarded by self-veracity.

975. Great souls when their will is active

Do mighty deeds rare to achieve.

976. The petty-natured ones have not

The mind to seek and befriend the great.

977. The base with power and opulence

Wax with deeds of insolence.

978. Greatness bends with modesty

Meanness vaunts with vanity.

979. Greatness is free from insolence

Littleness swells with that offence.

980. Weakness of others greatness screens

Smallness defects alone proclaims.
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99.  rhd!whz!ik99.  rhd!whz!ik99.  rhd!whz!ik99.  rhd!whz!ik99.  rhd!whz!ik

fld!vd!g ey;yit vy;yhk; fld!mwpe;J
rhd!whz!ik Nkw;nfhs! gth;f;F.              981

Fzeyk; rhd!Nwhh; eyNd gpweyk;
ve;eyj;J cs!sJ}ck; md!W.               982

md!Gehz! xg;GuT fz!Nzhl;lk; tha;iknahL
Ie;Jrhy;G Cd!wpa J}z!.                      983

nfhy;yh eyj;jJ Nehd!ik gpwh;jPik
nrhy;yh eyj;jJ rhy;G.               984

Mw;Wthh; Mw;wy; gzpjy; mJrhd!Nwhh;
khw;whiu khw;Wk; gil.                      985

rhy;gpw;Ff; fl;lis ahnjdpy; Njhy;tp
Jiyay;yhh; fz!Zk; nfhsy;.               986

,d!dh nra;jhh;f;Fk; ,dpaNt nra;ahf;fhy;
vd!d gaj;jNjh rhy;G.               987

,d!ik xUtw;F ,sptd!W rhy;ngd!Dk;
jpz!ik cz!lhfg; ngwpd!.                      988

Cop ngahpDk; jhk;ngauhh; rhd!whz!ikf;F
Mop vdg;gL thh;.               989

rhd!wth; rhd!whz!ik Fd!wpd! ,Uepye;jhd!
jhq;fhJ kd!Ndh nghiw.               990

XCIX.  SUBLIMITY

981. All goodness is duty to them

Who are dutiful and sublime.

982. Good in the great is character

Than that there is nothing better.

983. Love, truth, regard, modesty, grace

These five are virtue’s resting place.

984. Not to kill is penance pure

Not to slander virtue sure.

985. Humility is valour’s strength

A force that averts foes at length.

986. To bear repulse e’en from the mean

Is the touch-stone of worthy men.

987. Of perfection what is the gain

If it returns not joy for pain ?

988. No shame there is in poverty

To one strong in good quality.

989. Aeons may change but not the seer

Who is a sea of virtue pure.

990. The world will no more bear its weight

If from high virtue fall the great.
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100.  gz!Gilik100.  gz!Gilik100.  gz!Gilik100.  gz!Gilik100.  gz!Gilik

vz!gjj;jhy; va;jy; vspnjd!g ahh;khl;Lk;
gz!Gilik vd!Dk; tof;F.               991

md!Gilik Md!w Fbg;gpwj;jy; ,t;tpuz!Lk;
gz!Gilik vd!Dk; tof;F.               992

cWg;nghj;jy; kf;fnshg;G md!why; ntWj;jf;f
gz!nghj;jy; xg;gjhk; xg;G.               993

eandhL ed!wp Ghpe;j gaDilahh;
gz!Ggh uhl;Lk; cyF.               994

eifAs!Sk; ,d!dhJ ,fo;r;rp gifAs!Sk;
gz!Gs ghlwpthh; khl;L.               995

gz!Gilahh;g; gl;Lz!L cyfk; mJ ,d!Nwy;
kz!Gf;F kha;tJ kd!.               996

muk;NghYk; $h;ika NuDk; kuk;Nghy;th;
kf;fl;gz!G ,y;yh jth;.               997

ez!ghw;wh uhfp eakpy nra;thh;f;Fk;
gz!ghw;wh uhjy; fil.               998

efy;ty;yh; my;yhh;f;F khapU Qhyk;
gfYk;ghw; gl;ld!W ,Us!.               999

gz!gpyhd! ngw;w ngUQ!nry;tk; ed!ghy;
fye;jPik ahy;jphpe; jw;W.             1000

C.  COURTESY

991. To the polite free of access

Easily comes courteousness.

992. Humanity and noble birth

Develop courtesy and moral worth.

993. Likeness in limbs is not likeness

It’s likeness in kind courteousness.

994. The world applauds those helpful men

Whose actions are just and benign.

995. The courteous don’t even foes detest

For contempt offends even in jest.

996. The world rests with the mannered best

Or it crumbles and falls to dust.

997. The mannerless though sharp like file

Are like wooden blocks indocile.

998. Discourtesy is mean indeed

E’en to a base unfriendly breed.

999. To those bereft of smiling light

Even in day the earth is night.

1000.The wealth heaped by the churlish base

Is pure milk soured by impure vase.
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101.  ed!wpapy; nry;tk;101.  ed!wpapy; nry;tk;101.  ed!wpapy; nry;tk;101.  ed!wpapy; nry;tk;101.  ed!wpapy; nry;tk;

itj;jhd!tha; rhd!w ngUk;nghUs! m‡Jz!zhd!
nrj;jhd! nraf;fple;jJ ,y;.              1001

nghUshdhk; vy;yhnkd!W <ahJ ,tWk;
kUshdhk; khzhg; gpwg;G.             1002

<l;lk; ,twp ,irNtz!lh Mlth;
Njhw;wk; epyf;Fg; nghiw.             1003

vr;rnkd!W vd!vz!Zq; nfhy;Nyh xUtuhy;
er;rg; glhm jtd!.             1004

nfhLg;gJ}ck; Ja;g;gJ}ck; ,y;yhh;f;F mLf;fpa
Nfhbcz! lhapDk; ,y;.             1005

Vjk; ngUQ!nry;tk; jhd!Wt;thd! jf;fhh;f;nfhd!W
<jy; ,ay;gpyh jhd!.             1006

mw;whh;f;nfhd!W Mw;whjhd! nry;tk; kpfeyk;
ngw;whs! jkpas!%j; jw;W.             1007

er;rg; glhjtd! nry;tk; eLT+Us!
er;R kuk;gOj; jw;W.             1008

md!nghhP,j; jw;nrw;W mwNehf;fhJ <l;ba
xz!nghUs! nfhs!thh; gpwh;.             1009

rPUilr; nry;th; rpWJdp khhp
twq;$h;e; jidaJ cilj;J.              1010

CI.  FUTILE WEALTH

1001.Dead is he with wealth in pile

Unenjoyed, it is futile.

1002.The niggard miser thinks wealth is all

He hoards, gives not is born devil.

1003.A burden he is to earth indeed

Who hoards without a worthy deed.

1004.What legacy can he leave behind

Who is for approach too unkind.

1005.What is the good of crores they hoard

To give and enjoy whose heart is hard.

1006.Great wealth unused for oneself nor

To worthy men is but a slur.

1007.Who loaths to help have-nots, his gold

Is like a spinster-belle grown old.

1008.The idle wealth of unsought men

Is poison-fruit-tree amidst a town.

1009.Others usurp the shining gold

In loveless, stingy, vicious hold.

1010.The brief want of the rich benign

Is like rainclouds growing thin.
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102.  ehZilik102.  ehZilik102.  ehZilik102.  ehZilik102.  ehZilik

fUkj;jhy; ehZjy; ehZj; jpUEjy;
ey;yth; ehZg; gpw.              1011

CZil vr;rk; caph;f;nfy;yhk; Ntwy;y
ehZilik khe;jh; rpwg;G.              1012

Cidf; Fwpj;j capnuy;yhk; ehz!vd!Dk;
ed!ik Fwpj;jJ rhy;G.              1013

mzpmd!Nwh ehZilik rhd!Nwhh;f;F m‡jpd!Nwy;
gpzpmd!Nwh gPL eil.              1014

gpwh;gopAk; jk;gopAk; ehZthh; ehZf;F
ciwgjp vd!Dk; cyF.                     1015

ehz!Ntyp nfhs!shJ kd!Ndh tpad!Qhyk;
Ngzyh; Nkyh ath;.              1016

ehzhy; capiuj; Jwg;gh; caph;g;nghUl;lhy;
ehz!Jwthh; ehz!Ms! gth;.              1017

gpwh;ehzj; jf;fJ jhd!ehzh dhapd!
mwk;ehzj; jf;fJ cilj;J.              1018

FyQ!RLk; nfhs!if gpiog;gpd! eyQ!RLk;
ehzpd!ik epd!wf; fil.              1019

ehz!mfj; jpy;yhh; ,af;fk; kug;ghit
ehzhy; caph;kUl;b aw;W.                     1020

CII.  SENSITIVENESS TO SHAME

1011. To shrink from evil deed is shame

The rest is blush of fair-faced dame.

1012.Food, dress and such are one for all

Modesty marks the higher soul.

1013.All lives have their lodge in flesh

Perfection has its home in blush.

1014.Shame is the jewel of dignity

Shameless swagger is vanity.

1015. In them resides the sense of shame

Who blush for their and other’s blame.

1016.The great refuse the wonder-world

Without modesty’s hedge and shield.

1017.For shame their life the shame-sensed give

Loss of shame they won’t outlive.

1018.Virtue is much ashamed of him

Who shameless does what others shame.

1019.Lapse in manners injures the race

Want of shame harms every good grace.

1020.Movements of the shameless in heart

Are string-led puppet show in fact.
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103.  Fbnray; tif103.  Fbnray; tif103.  Fbnray; tif103.  Fbnray; tif103.  Fbnray; tif

fUkk; nraxUtd! ifJ}Ntd! vd!Dk;
ngUikapd! gPLilaJ ,y;.              1021

Ms!tpidAk; Md!w mwpTk; vd,uz!bd!
ePs!tpidahy; ePSk; Fb.              1022

Fbnra;ty; vd!Dk; xUtw;Fj; nja;tk;
kbjw;Wj; jhd!Ke; JWk;.              1023

#ohky; jhNd Kbnta;Jk; jk;Fbiaj;
jhohJ cQw;W gth;f;F.              1024

Fw;wk; ,ydha;f; Fbnra;J tho;thidr;
Rw;wkhr; Rw;Wk; cyF.             1025

ey;yhz!ik vd!gJ xUtw;Fj; jhd!gpwe;j
,y;yhz!ik Mf;fpf; nfhsy;.             1026

mkufj;J td!fz!zh; Nghyj; jkufj;Jk;
Mw;Wthh; Nkw;Nw nghiw.                     1027

Fbnra;thh;f;F ,y;iy gUtk; kbnra;J
khdk; fUjf; nfLk;.                     1028

,Lk;igf;Nf nfhs!fyq; nfhy;Nyh FLk;gj;ijf;
Fw;wk; kiwg;ghd! clk;G.             1029

,Lf;fz!fhy; nfhd!wpl tPOk; mLj;J}d!Wk;
ey;yhs! ,yhj Fb.             1030

CIII.  PROMOTING FAMILY WELFARE

1021.No greatness is grander like

Saying “ I shall work without slack”.

1022.These two exalt a noble home

Ardent effort and ripe wisdom.

1023.When one resolves to raise his race

Loin girt up God leads his ways.

1024.Who raise their races with ceaseless pain

No need for plan; their ends will gain.

1025.Who keeps his house without a blame

People around, his kinship claim.

1026.Who raise their race which gave them birth

Are deemed as men of manly worth.

1027.Like dauntless heroes in battle field

The home-burden rests on the bold.

1028.No season have they who raise their race

Sloth and pride will honour efface.

1029. Is not his frame a vase for woes

Who from mishaps shields his house ?

1030.A house will fall by a mishap

With no good man to prop it up.



Thirukkural Couplets

104.  coT104.  coT104.  coT104.  coT104.  coT

Rod!Wk;Vh;g; gpd!dJ cyfk; mjdhy;
coe;Jk; coNt jiy.              1031

cOthh; cyfj;jhh;f;F Mzpm‡ jhw;whJ
vOthiu vy;yhk; nghWj;J.              1032

cOJz!L tho;thNu tho;thh;kw; nwy;yhk;
njhOJz!L gpd!nry; gth;.                      1033

gyFil ePoYk; jq;Filf;fPo;f; fhz!gh;
myFil ePo yth;.                      1034

,uthh; ,ug;ghh;f;nfhd!W <th; futhJ
ifnra;J}z! khiy ath;.                     1035

cotpdhh; ifk;klq;fpd! ,y;iy tpiotJ}ck;
tpl;Nlk;vd! ghh;f;Fk; epiy.                      1036

njhbg;GOjp f‡rh czf;fpd! gpbj;njUTk;
Ntz!lhJ rhyg; gLk;.                      1037

VhpDk; ed!why; vU,Ljy; fl;lgpd!
ePhpDk; ed!wjd! fhg;G.                     1038

nry;yhd! fpotd! ,Ug;gpd! epyk;Gye;J
,y;yhspd! Cb tpLk;.                      1039

,ynkd!W mir, ,Ug;ghiuf; fhzpd!
epynkd!Dk; ey;yhs! eFk;.                     1040

CIV.  FARMING

1031.Farming though hard is foremost trade

Men ply at will but ploghmen lead.

1032.Tillers are linch-pin of mankind

Bearing the rest who cannot tend.

1033.They live who live to plough and eat

The rest behind them bow and eat.

1034.Who have the shade of cornful crest

Under their umbra umbrellas rest.

1035.Who till and eat, beg not; nought hide

But give to those who are in need.

1036.Should ploughmen sit folding their hands

Desire-free monks too suffer wants.

1037.Moulds dried to quarter-dust ensure

Rich crops without handful manure.

1038.Better manure than plough; then weed;

Than irrigating, better guard.

1039. If landsmen sit sans moving about

The field like wife will sulk and pout.

1040.Fair good earth will laugh to see

Idlers pleading poverty.



Thirukkural Couplets

105.  ey;FuT105.  ey;FuT105.  ey;FuT105.  ey;FuT105.  ey;FuT

,d!ikapd! ,d!dhjJ ahnjdpd! ,d!ikapd!
,d!ikNa ,d!dh jJ.              1041

,d!ik vdxU ghtp kWikAk;
,k;ikAk; ,d!wp tUk;.                     1042

njhy;tuTk; NjhYk; nfLf;Fk; njhifahf
ey;FuT vd!Dk; eir.                     1043

,w;gpwe;jhh; fz!NzAk; ,d!ik ,spte;j
nrhw;gpwf;Fk; Nrhh;T jUk;.              1044

ey;FuT vd!Dk; ,Lk;igAs! gy;Fiuj;
Jd!gq;fs! nrd!W gLk;.             1045

ew;nghUs! ed!Fzh;e;J nrhy;ypDk; ey;$h;e;jhh;
nrhw;nghUs! Nrhh;T gLk;.             1046

mwQ!rhuh ey;FuT <d!wjh ahDk;
gpwd!Nghy Nehf;fg; gLk;.             1047

,d!Wk; tUtJ nfhy;Nyh neUeYk;
nfhd!wJ NghYk; epug;G.                     1048

neUg;gpDs! JQ!rYk; MFk; epug;gpDs!
ahnjhd!Wk; fz!ghL mhpJ.              1049

Jg;GuT ,y;yhh; Jtuj; Jwthik
cg;gpw;Fk; fhbf;Fk; $w;W.             1050

CV.  POVERTY

1041.What gives more pain than scarcity ?

No pain pinches like poverty.

1042.The sinner Want is enemy dire

Of joys of earth and heaven there.

1043.The craving itch of poverty

Kills graceful words and ancestry.

1044.Want makes even good familymen

Utter words that are low and mean.

1045.The pest of wanton poverty

Brings a train of misery.

1046.The poor men’s words are thrown away

Though from heart good things they say.

1047.Even the mother looks as stranger

The poor devoid of character.

1048.The killing Want of yesterday

Will it pester me even to-day ?

1049.One may sleep in the midst of fire

In want a wink of sleep is rare.

1050.Renounce their lives the poor must

Or salt and gruel go to waste.



Thirukkural Couplets

106.  ,uT106.  ,uT106.  ,uT106.  ,uT106.  ,uT

,uf;f ,uj;jf;fhh;f; fhzpd! fug;gpd!
mth;gop jk;gop ad!W.              1051

,d!gk;  xUtw;F ,uj;jy; ,ue;jit
Jd!gk; cwhm thpd!.             1052

fug;gpyh neQ!rpd! fldwpthh; Kd!epd!W
,ug;GNkh Nuvh; cilj;J.             1053

,uj;jYk; <jNy NghYk; fuj;jy;
fdtpYk; Njw;whjhh; khl;L.             1054

fug;gpyhh; itafj;J cz!ikahy; fz!zpd!W
,ug;gth; Nkw;nfhs! tJ.             1055

fug;gpLk;ig ,y;yhiuf; fhzpd! epug;gpLk;ig
vy;yhk; xUq;F nfLk;.             1056

,fo;e;njs!shJ <thiuf; fhzpd! kfpo;e;Js!sk;
cs!Ss! ctg;gJ cilj;J.                     1057

,ug;ghiu ,y;yhapd! <h;q;fz!kh Qhyk;
kug;ghit nrd!Wte; jw;W.             1058

<thh;fz! vd!Dz!lhk; Njhw;wk; ,ue;JNfhs!
Nkthh; ,yhmf; fil.             1059

,ug;ghd! ntFshik Ntz!Lk; epug;gpLk;ig
jhNdAk; rhYk; fhp.             1060

CVI.  ASKING*

1051.Demand from those who can supply

Default is theirs when they deny.

1052.Even demand becomes a joy

When the thing comes without annoy.

1053.Request has charm from open hearts

Who know the duty on their part.

1054.Like giving even asking seems

From those who hide not even in dreams.

1055.The needy demand for help because

The world has men who don’t refuse.

1056.The pain of poverty shall die

Before the free who don’t deny.

1057.When givers without scorn impart

A thrill of delight fills the heart.

1058.This grand cool world shall move to and fro

Sans Askers like a puppet show.

1059.Where stands the glory of givers

Without obligation seekers ?

1060.The needy should not scowl at “No”

His need anothers’ need must know.

*St Valluvar talks of two kinds of Asking:-

1)  Asking help for public causes or enterprises

2)  Begging when one is able to work and this is condemned



Thirukkural Couplets

107.  ,utr;rk;107.  ,utr;rk;107.  ,utr;rk;107.  ,utr;rk;107.  ,utr;rk;

futhJ cte;jPAk; fz!zd!dhh; fz!Zk;
,uthik Nfhb AWk;.              1061

,ue;Jk; caph;tho;jy; Ntz!bd! gue;J
nfLf cyfpaw;wp ahd!.                     1062

,d!ik ,Lk;ig ,ue;JjPh; thnkd!Dk;
td!ikapd! td!ghl;lJ ,y;.              1063

,lnky;yhk; nfhs!shj; jifj;Nj ,lkpy;yhf;
fhYk; ,unthy;yhr; rhy;G.                     1064

njz!zPh; mLGw;if ahapDk; jhs!je;jJ
cz!zyp D}q;fpdpaJ ,y;.             1065

Mtpw;F ePnud!W ,ug;gpDk; ehtpw;F
,utpd! ,spte;jJ ,y;.             1066

,ug;gd! ,ug;ghiu vy;yhk; ,ug;gpd!
fug;ghh; ,utd!kpd! vd!W.             1067

,untd!Dk; Vkhg;gpy; Njhzp funtd!Dk;
ghh;jhf;fg; gf;F tpLk;.             1068

,uTs!s cs!sk; cUFk; fuTs!s
cs!sJ}ck; ,d!wpf; nfLk;.             1069

fug;gth;f;F ahq;nfhspf;Fq; nfhy;Nyh ,ug;gth;
nrhy;yhlg; Nghxk; caph;.             1070

CVII.  DREAD OF BEGGARY

1061.Not to beg is billions worth

E’en from eye-like friends who give with mirth.

1062.Let World-Maker loiter and rot

If “beg and live” be human fate.

1063.Nothing is hard like hard saying

“We end poverty by begging”.

1064.All space is small before the great

Who beg not e’en in want acute.

1065.Though gruel thin, nothing is sweet

Like the food earned by labour’s sweat.

1066. It may be water for the cow

Begging tongue is mean anyhow.

1067. If beg they must I beg beggars

Not to beg from shrinking misers.

1068.The hapless bark of beggary splits

On the rock of refusing hits.

1069.The heart at thought of beggars melts;

It dies at repulsing insults.

1070.The word “No” kills the beggar’s life

Where can the niggard’s life be safe ?



Thirukkural Couplets

108.  faik108.  faik108.  faik108.  faik108.  faik

kf;fNs Nghy;th; fath; mtud!d
xg;ghhp ahq;fz!lJ ,y;.              1071

ed!wwp thhpw; fath; jpUTilah;
neQ!rj;J mtyk; ,yh;.                     1072

Njth; midah; fath; mtUe;jhk;
Nktd nra;njhOf yhd!.                     1073

mfg;gl;b Mthiuf; fhzpd! mthpd!
kpfg;gl;Lr; nrk;khf;Fk; fPo;.              1074

mr;rNk fPo;fsJ Mrhuk; vr;rk;
mthcz!Nly; cz!lhk; rpwpJ.              1075

miwgiw md!dh; fath;jhk; Nfl;l
kiwgpwh;f;F ca;j;Jiuf;f yhd!.      1076

<h;q;if tpjpuhh; fath; nfhbWilf;Fk;
$d!ifa uy;yh jth;f;F.              1077

nrhy;yg; gad!gLth; rhd!Nwhh; fUk;GNghy;
nfhy;yg; gad!gLk; fPo;.              1078

cLg;gJ}ck; cz!gJ}ck; fhzpd! gpwh;Nky;
tLf;fhz tw;whFk; fPo;.              1079

vw;wpw; Fhpah; fatnuhd!W cw;wf;fhy;
tpw;ww;F chpah; tpiue;J.             1080

CVIII.  MEANNESS

1071.The mean seem men only in form

We have never seen such a sham.

1072.The base seem richer than the good

For no care enters their heart or head.

1073.The base are like gods; for they too

As prompted by their desire do.

1074.When the base meets a rake so vile

Him he will exceed, exult and smile.

1075.Fear forms the conduct of the low

Craving avails a bit below.

1076.The base are like the beaten drum

Since other’s secrets they proclaim.

1077.The base their damp hand will not shake

But for fists clenched their jaws to break.

1078.The good by soft words profits yield-

The cane-like base when crushed and killed.

1079.Faults in others the mean will guess

On seeing how they eat and dress.

1080.The base hasten to sell themselves

From doom to flit and nothing else.
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jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!jpUf;Fws!

3.  ,d!gj;Jg;ghy;3.  ,d!gj;Jg;ghy;3.  ,d!gj;Jg;ghy;3.  ,d!gj;Jg;ghy;3.  ,d!gj;Jg;ghy;

PPPPPart III - NAart III - NAart III - NAart III - NAart III - NATURE OF LTURE OF LTURE OF LTURE OF LTURE OF LOVEOVEOVEOVEOVE
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109.  jifazq;FWj;jy;109.  jifazq;FWj;jy;109.  jifazq;FWj;jy;109.  jifazq;FWj;jy;109.  jifazq;FWj;jy;

mzq;Fnfhy; Ma;kapy; nfhy;Nyh fdq;Fio
khjh;nfhy; khYk;vd! neQ!R.      1081

Nehf;fpdhs! Nehf;nfjph; Nehf;Fjy; jhf;fzq;F
jhidf;nfhz! ld!dJ cilj;J.             1082

gz!lwpNad! $w;nwd! gjid ,dpawpe;Njd!
ngz!lifahy; Ngukh;f; fl;L.             1083

fz!lhh; capUz!Zk; Njhw;wj;jhy; ngz!lifg;
Ngijf;F mkh;j;jd fz!.                     1084

$w;wNkh fz!Nzh gpizNah kltuy;
Nehf;fk;,k; %d!Wk; cilj;J.                  1085

nfhLk;GUtk; Nfhlh kiwg;gpd! eLq;fQh;
nra;ay kd!,ts! fz!.                     1086

flhmf; fspw;wpd!Nky; fl;glhk; khjh;
glhm KiyNky; Jfpy;.              1087

xz!Zjw; Nfhx cile;jNj Qhl;gpDs!
ez!zhUk; cl;Fk;vd! gPL.                     1088

gpizNah; klNehf;Fk; ehZk; cilahl;F
mzpvtNdh Vjpy je;J.             1089

cz!lhh;fz! my;yJ mLewhf; fhkk;Nghy;
fz!lhh; kfpo;nra;jy; ,d!W.             1090

CIX.  BEAUTY’S DART

1081. Is it an angel? A fair peacock

Or jewelled belle ? To my mind a shock !

1082.The counter glances of this belle

Are armied dart of the Love-Angel.

1083.Not known before - I spy Demise

In woman’s guise with battling eyes.

1084.This artless dame has darting eyes

That drink the life of men who gaze.

1085. Is it death, eye or doe ? All three

In winsome woman’s look I see.

1086. If cruel brows unbent, would screen

Her eyes won’t cause me trembling pain.

1087.Vest on the buxom breast of her

Looks like rutting tusker’s eye-cover.

1088.Ah these fair brows shatter my might

Feared by foemen yet to meet.

1089.Which jewel can add to her beauty

With fawn-like looks and modesty ?

1090.To the drunk alone is wine delight

Nothing delights like love at sight.
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110.  Fwpg;gwpjy;110.  Fwpg;gwpjy;110.  Fwpg;gwpjy;110.  Fwpg;gwpjy;110.  Fwpg;gwpjy;

,UNehf;F ,tSz!fz! cs!sJ xUNehf;F
Neha;Nehf;nfhd! we;Neha; kUe;J.              1091

fz!fsT nfhs!Sk; rpWNehf;fk; fhkj;jpy;
nrk;ghfk; md!W nghpJ.              1092

Nehf;fpdhs! Nehf;fp ,iwQ!rpdhs! m‡jts!
ahg;gpDs! ml;ba ePh;.                      1093

ahd!Nehf;Fq; fhiy epyd!Nehf;Fk; Nehf;fhf;fhy;
jhd!Nehf;fp nky;y eFk;.                      1094

Fwpf;nfhz!L Nehf;fhik my;yhy; xUfz!
rpwf;fzpj;jhs! Nghy eFk;.              1095

cwhm jth;Nghy; nrhypDk; nrwhmh;nrhy;
xy;iy czug; gLk;.              1096

nrwhmr; rpWnrhy;Yk; nrw;whh;Nghy; Nehf;Fk;
cwhmh;Nghd!W cw;whh; Fwpg;G.       1097

mirapaw;F cz!lhz!Nlhh; Vvh;ahd! Nehf;fg;
girapds! iga eFk;.      1098

Vjpyhh; Nghyg; nghJNehf;F Nehf;Fjy;
fhjyh; fz!Nz As.              1099

fz!nzhL fz!zpid Nehf;nfhf;fpd! tha;r;nrhw;fs!

CX.  SIGNS SPEAK THE HEART

1091.Her painted eyes, two glances dart

One hurts; the other heals my heart.

1092.Her furtive lightning glance is more

Than enjoyment of sexual lore.

1093.She looked; looking bowed her head

And love-plant was with water fed.

1094. I look; she droops to earth awhile

I turn; she looks with gentle smile.

1095.No direct gaze; a side-long glance

She darts at me and smiles askance.

1096.Their words at first seem an offence

But quick we feel them friendly ones.

1097.Harsh little words; offended looks,

Are feigned consenting love-lorn tricks.

1098.What a grace the slim maid has !

As I look she slightly smiles.

1099.Between lovers we do discern

A stranger’s look of unconcern.

1100. The words of mouth are of no use

When eye to eye agrees the gaze.
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111.  Gzh;r;rp kfpo;jy;111.  Gzh;r;rp kfpo;jy;111.  Gzh;r;rp kfpo;jy;111.  Gzh;r;rp kfpo;jy;111.  Gzh;r;rp kfpo;jy;

fz!LNfl;L cz!Laph;j;J cw;wwpAk; Ik;GyDk;
xz!nlhb fz!Nz cs.              1101

gpzpf;F kUe;J gpwkd! mzpapio
jd!Neha;f;Fj; jhNd kUe;J.              1102

jhk;tPo;thh; nkd!Nwhs! Japypd! ,dpJnfhy;
jhkiuf; fz!zhd! cyF.              1103

ePq;fpd! njW}ck; FWFq;fhy; jz!nzd!Dk;
jPahz!Lg; ngw;whs! ,ts!.              1104

Ntl;l nghOjpd! mitait NghYNk
Njhl;lhh; fJg;gpdhs! Njhs!.                      1105

cWNjhW caph;jsph;g;gj; jPz!lyhy; Ngijf;F
mkpo;jpd! ,ad!wd Njhs!.              1106

jk;kpy; ,Ue;J jkJghj;J cz!lw;why;
mk;kh mhpit Kaf;F.              1107

tPOk; ,Uth;f;F ,dpNj tspapil
Nghog; glhm Kaf;F.                            1108

Cly; czh;jy; Gzh;jy; ,itfhkk;
$bahh; ngw;w gad!.              1109

mwpNjhW mwpahik fz!lw;why; fhkk;
nrwpNjhWk; Nrapio khl;L.              1110

CXI.  EMBRACE - BLISS

1101. In this bangled beauty dwell

The joys of sight sound touch taste smell.

1102. The cure for ailment is somewhere

For fair maid’s ill she is the cure.

1103. Is lotus-eyed lord’s heaven so sweet

As sleep in lover’s arms so soft ?

1104. Away it burns and cools anear

Wherefrom did she get this fire ?

1105. The arms of my flower-tressed maid

Whatever I wish that that accord.

1106. My simple maid has nectar arms

Each embrace brings life-thrilling charms.

1107. Ah the embrace of this fair dame

Is like sharing one’s food at home.

1108. Joy is the fast embrace that doth

Not admit e’en air between both.

1109. Sulking, feeling and clasping fast

These three are sweets of lover’s tryst.

1110. As knowledge reveals past ignorance

So is the belle as love gets close.
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112.  eyk; Gide;Jiuj;jy;112.  eyk; Gide;Jiuj;jy;112.  eyk; Gide;Jiuj;jy;112.  eyk; Gide;Jiuj;jy;112.  eyk; Gide;Jiuj;jy;

ed!dPiu thop mdpr;rNk epd!dpDk;
nkd!dPus! ahk;tPo; gts!.                      1111

kyh;fhzpd! ikahj;jp neQ!Nr ,ts!fz!
gyh;fhZk; G+nthf;Fk; vd!W.              1112

KwpNkdp Kj;jk; KWty; ntwpehw;wk;
NtYz!fz! Nta;j;Njh stl;F.              1113

fhzpw; Ftis ftpo;e;J epyd!Nehf;Fk;
khzpio fz!nzht;Ntk; vd!W.             1114

mdpr;rg;G+f; fhy;fisahs! nga;jhs! ERg;gpw;F
ey;y glhm giw.              1115

kjpAk; kle;ij KfDk; mwpah
gjpapw; fyq;fpa kPd!.              1116

mWtha; epiwe;j mtph;kjpf;Fg; Nghy
kWTz!Nlh khjh; Kfj;J.              1117

khjh;  Kfk;Nghy; xsptpl ty;iyNay;
fhjiy thop kjp.              1118

kyud!d fz!zhs! Kfnkhj;jp ahapd!
gyh;fhzj; Njhd!wy; kjp.              1119

mdpr;rKk; md!dj;jpd! J}tpAk; khjh;
mbf;F neUQ!rpg; gok;.              1120

CXII.  BEAUTY EXTOLLED

1111. Soft blessed anicha flower, hail

On whom I dote is softer still.

1112. You can’t liken flowers by many eyed,

To her bright eyes, O mind dismayed.

1113. The bamboo-shouldered has pearl-like smiles

Fragrant breath and lance-like eyes.

1114. Lily droops down to ground and says

I can’t equal the jewelled-one’s eyes.

1115. Anicha flower with stem she wears

To her breaking waist sad-drum-blares !

1116. Stars are confused to know which is

The moon and which is woman’s face.

1117. Are there spots on the lady’s face

Just as in moon that changes phase ?

1118. Like my lady’s face if you shine

All my love to you; hail O moon !

1119. Like the face of my flower-eyed one

If you look, then shine alone O moon !

1120. The soft flower and the swan’s down are

Like nettles to the feet of the fair.
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113.  fhjw;rpwg;Giuj;jy;113.  fhjw;rpwg;Giuj;jy;113.  fhjw;rpwg;Giuj;jy;113.  fhjw;rpwg;Giuj;jy;113.  fhjw;rpwg;Giuj;jy;

ghnyhL Njd!fye; jw;Nw gzpnkhop
thnyapW Cwpa ePh;.              1121

clk;nghL caphpil vd!dkw; wd!d
kle;ijnahL vk;kpil el;G.              1122

fUkzpapw; ghtha;eP Nghjhahk; tPOk;
jpUEjw;F ,y;iy ,lk;.              1123

tho;jy; caph;f;fd!ds! Mapio rhjy;
mjw;fd!ds! ePq;F kplj;J.              1124

cs!Std! kd!ahd! kwg;gpd! kwg;gwpNad!
xs!skh;f; fz!zhs! Fzk;.              1125

fz!Zs!spd! Nghfhh; ,ikg;gpd! gUtuhh;
Ez!zpah;vq; fhj yth;.              1126

fz!Zs!shh; fhj ytuhff; fz!Zk;
vONjk; fug;ghf;F mwpe;J.              1127

neQ!rj;jhh; fhj ytuhf nta;Jz!ly;
mQ!RJk; Ntghf;F mwpe;J.              1128

,ikg;gpd! fug;ghf;F mwpty; midj;jpw;Nf
Vjpyh; vd!Dk;,t; T+h;.              1129

cte;Jiwth; cs!sj;Js! vd!Wk; ,fe;Jiwth;
Vjpyh; vd!Dk;,t; T+h;.              1130

CXIII.  LOVE’S EXCELLENCE

HE

1121. Like milk and honey the dew is sweet

From her white teeth whose word is soft.

1122. Love between me and this lady

Is like bond between soul and body.

1123. Depart image in my pupil

Giving room to my fair-browed belle !

1124. Life with my jewel is existence

Death it is her severance.

1125. Can I forget ? I recall always

The charms of her of bright battling eyes.

SHE

1126. So subtle is my lover’s form

Ever in my eyes winking, no harm.

1127. My lover in my eyes abides

I paint them not lest he hides.

1128. My lover abides in my heart

I fear hot food lest he feels hot.

1129. My eyes wink not lest he should hide

And him as cruel the townsmen chide.

1130. He abides happy in my heart

But people mistake he is apart.



Thirukkural Couplets

114.  ehZj; JwTiuj;jy;114.  ehZj; JwTiuj;jy;114.  ehZj; JwTiuj;jy;114.  ehZj; JwTiuj;jy;114.  ehZj; JwTiuj;jy;

fhkk; coe;J tUe;jpdhh;f;F Vkk;
klyy;yJ ,y;iy typ.              1131

Nehdh clk;Gk; capUk; klNyWk;
ehzpid ePf;fp epWj;J.              1132

ehnzhL ey;yhz!ik gz!LilNad! ,d!WilNad!
fhKw;whh; VWk; kly;.              1133

fhkf; fLk;Gdy; ca;f;FNk ehnzhL
ey;yhz!ik vd!Dk; Giz.              1134

njhliyf; FWe;njhb je;jhs! klnyhL
khiy cof;Fk; Jah;.              1135

klY}h;jy; ahkj;Jk; cs!SNtd! kd!w
gly;xy;yh Ngijf;nfd! fz!.              1136

flyd!d fhkk; coe;Jk; klNywhg;
ngz!zpd! ngUe;jf;fJ ,y;.              1137

epiwahpah; kd!mspah; vd!dhJ fhkk;
kiwapwe;J kd!W gLk;.              1138

mwpfpyhh; vy;yhUk; vd!Nwvd! fhkk;
kWfpd! kWFk; kUz!L.              1139

ahq;fz!zpd! fhz eFg mwptpy;yhh;
ahk;gl;l jhk;glh thW.              1140

CXIV.  DECORUM DEFIED

HE

1131. Pangs of passion find no recourse

Except riding ‘*palmyra horse’.

1132. Pining body and mind lose shame

And take to riding of the palm.

1133. Once I was modest and manly

My love has now Madal only.

1134. Rushing flood of love sweeps away

The raft of shame and firmness, aye !

1135. Palm-ride and pangs of eventide

Are gifts of wreath-like bracelet maid.

1136. Madal I ride at midnight for

My eyes sleep not seeing this fair.

1137. Her sea-like lust seeks not Madal !

Serene is woman’s self-control.

SHE

1138. Lust betrays itself in haste

Though women are highly soft and chaste.

1139. My perplexed love roves public street

Believing that none knows its secret.

1140. Fools laugh at me before my eyes

For they feel not my pangs and sighs.

* Palmyra horse or ‘Madal’ is a torture expressive of the burning passion of the

lover to the beloved.  The lover’s body is laid on a rough pricking palmyra bed and

he is carried along the street with songs of love pangs.  The parents of the lovers

first reproach them and then consent to their marriage.



Thirukkural Couplets

115.  myh; mwpTWj;jy;115.  myh; mwpTWj;jy;115.  myh; mwpTWj;jy;115.  myh; mwpTWj;jy;115.  myh; mwpTWj;jy;

mynuo MUaph; epw;Fk; mjidg;
gyuwpahh; ghf;fpaj; jhy;.               1141

kyud!d fz!zhs! mUik mwpahJ
mynukf;F <e;jjpt; T+h;.              1142

cwhmNjh Cuwpe;j nfsit mjidg;
ngwhmJ ngw;wd!d ePh;j;J.              1143

ft;itahy; ft;tpJ fhkk; mJ,d!Nwy;
jt;ntd!Dk; jd!ik ,oe;J.              1144

fspj;njhWk; fs!Sz!ly; Ntl;lw;why; fhkk;
ntspg;gLe; NjhWk; ,dpJ.              1145

fz!lJ kd!Dk; xUehs! myh;kd!Dk;
jpq;fisg; ghk;Gnfhz! lw;W.              1146

Cuth; nfsit vUthf md!idnrhy;
ePuhf ePSk;,e; Neha;.               1147

nea;ahy; vhpEJg;Ngk; vd!ww;why; nfsitahy;
fhkk; EJg;Ngk; vdy;.              1148

myh;ehz xy;tNjh mQ!rNyhk;G vd!whh;
gyh;ehz eP;j;jf; fil.              1149

jhk;Ntz!bd! ey;Fth; fhjyh; ahk;Ntz!Lk;
nfsit vLf;Fk;,t; T+h;.                      1150

CXV.  PUBLIC CLAMOUR

HE

1141. Rumour sustains my existence

Good luck ! many know not its sense.

1142. Rumour gives me the flower-like belle

People know not what rare angel.

1143. I profit by this public rumour

Having not, I feel, I have her.

1144. Rumour inflames the love I seek

Or else it becomes bleak and weak.

1145. Drink delights as liquor flows

Love delights as rumour grows.

SHE

1146. One lasting day we met alone

Lasting rumours eclipse our moon.

1147. Scandal manures; mother’s refrain

Waters the growth of this love-pain.

1148. To quench the lust by rumour free

Is to quench fire by pouring ghee.

1149. Who said “fear not” flared up rumour

Why then should I blush this clamour ?

1150. Town raising this cry, I desire

Consent is easy from my sire.



Thirukkural Couplets

116.  gphpthw;whik116.  gphpthw;whik116.  gphpthw;whik116.  gphpthw;whik116.  gphpthw;whik

nry;yhik cz!Nly; vdf;Fiu kw;Wepd!
ty;tuT tho;thh;f;F ciu.              1151

,d!fz! cilj;jth; ghh;ty; gphptQ!Rk;
Gd!fz! cilj;jhy; Gzh;T.              1152

mhpjNuh Njw;wk; mwpTilahh; fz!Zk;
gphpNth hplj;Jz!ik ahd!.              1153

mspj;jQ!ry; vd!wth; ePg;gpd! njspj;jnrhy;
Njwpahh;f;F cz!Nlh jtW.              1154

Xk;gpd! mike;jhh; gphpNthk;gy; kw;wth;
ePq;fpd! mhpjhy; Gzh;T.              1155

gphpTiuf;Fk; td!fz!z uhapd! mhpjth;
ey;Fth; vd!Dk; eir.              1156

Jiwtd! Jwe;jik J}w;whnfhy; Kd!if
,iw,wth epd!w tis.              1157

,d!dhJ ,dd!,y;Ch; tho;jy; mjdpDk;
,d!dhJ ,dpahh;g; gphpT.                     1158

njhbw;Rbd! my;yJ fhkNeha; Nghy
tpbw;Rly; Mw;WNkh jP.              1159

mhpjhw;wp my;yy;Neha; ePf;fpg; gphpthw;wpg;
gpd!,Ue;J tho;thh; gyh;.              1160

CXVI.  PANGS OF SEPARATION

1151. Tell me if you but do not leave,

Your quick return to those who live.

1152. His sight itself was pleasing, near

Embrace pains now by parting’s fear.

1153. On whom shall I lay my trust hence

While parting lurks in knowing ones ?

1154. He parts whose love told me - fear not

Is my trust in him at default ?

1155. Stop his parting - my life to save

Meeting is rare if he would leave.

1156. His hardness says “I leave you now”

Is there hope of his renewed love ?

1157. Will not my gliding bangles’ cry

The parting of my lord betray ?

1158. Bitter is life in friendless place;

Worse is parting love’s embrace !

1159. Can fire that burns by touch burn like

Parting of the hearts love-sick ?

1160. Many survive pangs of parting

Not I this sore so distressing.



Thirukkural Couplets

117.  glh;nkype;jpuq;fy;117.  glh;nkype;jpuq;fy;117.  glh;nkype;jpuq;fy;117.  glh;nkype;jpuq;fy;117.  glh;nkype;jpuq;fy;

kiwg;Ngd!kd! ahdp‡Njh Nehia ,iwg;gth;f;F
Cw;WePh; Nghy kpFk;.              1161

fuj;jYk; Mw;Nwd!,e; NehiaNeha; nra;jhh;f;F
ciuj;jYk; ehZj; jUk;.              1162

fhkKk; ehZk; caph;fhthj; J}q;Fk;vd!
Nehdh clk;gp dfj;J.              1163

fhkf; fly;kd!Dk; cz!Nl mJePe;Jk;
Vkg; Gizkd!Dk; ,y;.              1164

Jg;gpd! vtdhth; kw;nfhy; Jah;tuT
el;gpDs! Mw;W gth;.              1165

,d!gk; fly;kw;Wf; fhkk;ƒ m‡jLq;fhy;
Jd!gk; mjdpw; nghpJ.              1166

fhkf; fLk;Gdy; ePe;jpf; fiufhNzd!
ahkj;Jk; ahNd cNsd!.              1167

kd!Dap nuy;yhk; Japw;wp mspj;jpuh
vd!dy;yJ ,y;iy Jiz.              1168

nfhbahh; nfhLikapd! jhk;nfhba ,e;ehs!
neba fopAk; ,uh.              1169

cs!sk;Nghd!W cs!topr; nry;fpw;gpd! nts!sePh;
ePe;jy kd!Ndhvd! fz!.              1170

CXVII.  WAILING OF PINING LOVE

1161. It swells out like baled out spring

How to bear this pain so writhing ?

1162. I can’t conceal this nor complain

For shame to him who caused this pain.

1163. In life-poles of this wearied frame

Are poised the weights of lust and shame.

1164. My lust is a sea; I do not see

A raft to go across safely.

1165. What wilt they prove when they are foes

Who in friendship bring me woes !

1166. The pleasure in love is oceanful.

But its pangs are more painful.

1167. Wild waves of love I swim shoreless

Pining alone in midnight hush.

1168. Night’s mercy lulls all souls to sleep

Keeping but me for companionship.

1169. Crueller than that cruel he

Are midnight hours gliding slowly.

1170. Like heart, if my sight reaches him

It won’t in floods of tears swim !



Thirukkural Couplets

118.  fz!tpJg;gopjy;118.  fz!tpJg;gopjy;118.  fz!tpJg;gopjy;118.  fz!tpJg;gopjy;118.  fz!tpJg;gopjy;

fz!jhk; fYo;t njtd!nfhNyh jz!lhNeha;
jhk;fhl;l ahk;fz! lJ.                      1171

njhpe;Jzuh Nehf;fpa cz!fz! ghpe;Jzuhg;
igjy; cog;gJ vtd!.              1172

fJnkdj; jhk;Nehf;fpj; jhNk fYOk;
,Jefj; jf;fJ cilj;J.              1173

ngayhw;wh ePUye;j cz!fz! cayhw;wh
ca;tpy;Neha; vd!fz! epWj;J.              1174

glyhw;wh igjy; cof;Fk; flyhw;whf;
fhkNeha; nra;jvd! fz!.              1175

Xx ,dpNj vkf;fpe;Neha; nra;jfz!
jhmk; ,jw;gl; lJ.              1176

coe;Joe;J cs!ePh; mWf tpioe;jpioe;J
Ntz!b ath;f;fz!l fz!.              1177

NgzhJ ngl;lhh; csh;kd!Ndh kw;wth;f;
fhzhJ miktpy fz!.              1178

thuhf;fhy; JQ!rh thpd!JQ!rh Mapil
MuQh; cw;wd fz!.              1179

kiwngwy; Cuhh;f;F mhpjd!why; vk;Nghy;
miwgiw fz!zh ufj;J.                     1180

CXVIII.  WASTEFUL LOOK FOR WISTFUL LOVE

1171. The eyes pointed him to me; why then

They weep with malady and pine ?

1172. Why should these dyed eyes grieve now sans

Regrets for their thoughtless glance ?

1173. Eyes darted eager glance that day

It’s funny that they weep today.

1174. These eyes left me to endless grief

Crying adry without relief.

1175. My eyes causing lust more than sea

Suffer that torture sleeplessly.

1176. Lo ! eyes that wrought this love-sickness

Are victims of the same themselves.

1177. Let tears dry up pining pining

In eyes that eyed him longing longing.

1178. Ther’s he whose lips moved, not his heart

Yet my eyes pine seeing him not.

1179. He comes; no sleep; he goes; no sleep

This is the fate of eyes that weep.

1180. Like drum beats eyes declare my heart;

From people who could hide its secret ?



Thirukkural Couplets

119.  grg;GW gUtuy;119.  grg;GW gUtuy;119.  grg;GW gUtuy;119.  grg;GW gUtuy;119.  grg;GW gUtuy;

eae;jth;f;F ey;fhik Neh;e;Njd! gre;jvd!
gz!gpahh;f;F ciuf;Nfh gpw.              1181

mth;je;jhh; vd!Dk; jifahy; ,th;je;njd!
NkdpNky; CUk; grg;G.              1182

rhaYk; ehZk; mth;nfhz!lhh; ifk;khwh
NehAk; griyAk; je;J.              1183

cs!Std! kd!ahd! ciug;gJ mth;jpwkhy;
fs!sk; gpwNth grg;G.              1184

ctf;fhz!vk; fhjyh; nry;thh; ,tf;fhz!vd!
Nkdp grg;G+h; tJ.              1185

tpsf;fw;wk; ghh;f;Fk; ,UNsNghy; nfhz!fd!
Kaf;fw;wk; ghh;f;Fk; grg;G.              1186

Gy;ypf; fple;Njd! Gilngah;e;Njd! mt;tstpy;
ms!spf;nfhs! tw;Nw grg;G.              1187

gre;jhs! ,ts! vd!gJ my;yhy; ,tisj;
Jwe;jhh; mth;vd!ghh; ,y;.                     1188

grf;fkd! gl;lhq;nfd! Nkdp eag;gpj;jhh;
ed!dpiyah; Mth; vdpd!.              1189

grg;ngdg; Ngh;ngWjy; ed!Nw eag;gpj;jhh;
ey;fhik J}w;whh; vdpd!.              1190

CXIX.  WAILING OVER PALLOR

1181. My lover’s parting, I allowed

Whom to complain my hue pallid ?

1182. Claiming it is begot through him

Pallor creeps and rides over my frame.

1183. He seized my beauty and modesty

Leaving pangs and Pallor to me.

1184. He is my thought, his praise my theme

Yet this pallor steals over my  frame.

1185. My lover departed me there

And pallor usurped my body here.

1186. Just as darkness waits for light-off

Pallor looks for lover’s arms-off.

1187. From his embrace I turned a nonce

This pallor swallowed me at once.

1188. On my pallor they cast a slur

But none says “lo he parted her”.

1189. Let all my body become pale

If he who took my leave fares well.

1190. Let people call me all pallid

But my lover let them not deride.



Thirukkural Couplets

120.  jdpg;glh; kpFjp120.  jdpg;glh; kpFjp120.  jdpg;glh; kpFjp120.  jdpg;glh; kpFjp120.  jdpg;glh; kpFjp

jhk;tPo;thh; jk;tPog; ngw;wth; ngw;whNu
fhkj;Jf; fhopy; fdp.              1191

tho;thh;f;F thdk; gae;jw;why; tPo;thh;f;F
tPo;thh; mspf;Fk; msp.              1192

tPOeh; tPog; gLthh;f;F mikANk
thOek; vd!Dk; nrUf;F.              1193

tPog; gLthh; nfoP,apyh; jhk;tPo;thh;
tPog; glhmh; vdpd!.              1194

ehk;fhjy; nfhz!lhh; ekf;nftd! nra;gNth
jhk;fhjy; nfhs!shf; fil.              1195

xUjiyahd! ,d!dhJ fhkk;fhg; Nghy
,Ujiy ahDk; ,dpJ.              1196

gUtuYk; igjYk; fhzhd!nfhy; fhkd!
xUth;fz! epd!nwhOF thd!.              1197

tPo;thhpd! ,d!nrhy; ngwhmJ cyfj;J
tho;thhpd! td!fzhh; ,y;.              1198

eir,ahh; ey;fhh; vdpDk; mth;khl;L
,irAk; ,dpa nrtpf;F.              1199

cwhmh;f;F cWNeha; ciug;gha; fliyr;
nrwhmma; thopa neQ!R.             1200

CXX.  PINING ALONE

1191. Stoneless fruit of love they have

Who are beloved by those they love.

1192. The lover-and-beloved’s self-givings

Are like rains to living beings.

1193. The pride of living is for those

Whose love is returned by love so close.

1194. Whose love is void of love in turn

Are luckless with all esteems they earn.

1195. What can our lover do us now

If he does not requite our love ?

1196. One sided pains; love in both souls

Poises well like shoulder poles.

1197. This cupid aims at me alone ;

Knows he not my pallor and pain ?

1198. None is so firm as she who loves

Without kind words from whom she dotes.

1199. The lover accords not my desires

And yet his words sweeten my ears.

1200.You tell your grief to listless he

Bless my heart ! rather fill up sea !



Thirukkural Couplets

121.  epide;jth; Gyk;gy;121.  epide;jth; Gyk;gy;121.  epide;jth; Gyk;gy;121.  epide;jth; Gyk;gy;121.  epide;jth; Gyk;gy;

cs!spDk; jPuhg; ngUkfpo; nra;jyhy;
fs!spDk; fhkk; ,dpJ.              1201

vidj;njhd!W ,dpNjfhz! fhkk;jhk; tPo;thh;
epidg;g tUtnjhd!W ,y;.              1202

epidg;gth; Nghd!W epidahh;nfhy; Jk;ky;
rpidg;gJ Nghd!W nfLk;.              1203

ahKk; cNsq;nfhy; mth;neQ!rj;J ve;neQ!rj;J
Xx csNu mth;.              1204

je;neQ!rj;J vk;ikf; fbnfhz!lhh; ehzhh;nfhy;
ve;neQ!rj;J Xth tuy;.              1205

kw;wpahd! vd!DNsd! kd!Ndh mtNuhLahd!
cw;wehs! cs!s cNsd!.              1206

kwg;gpd! vtdhtd! kw;nfhy; kwg;gwpNad!
cs!spDk; cs!sk; RLk;.              1207

vidj;J epidg;gpDk; fhahh; midj;jd!Nwh
fhjyh; nra;Ak; rpwg;G.              1208

tpspAnkd! ,d!Daph; Ntwy;yk; vd!ghh;
mspapd!ik Mw;w epide;J.              1209

tplhmJ nrd!whiuf; fz!zpdhy; fhzg;
glhmjp thop kjp.              1210

CXXI.  SAD MEMORIES

1201.Love is sweeter than wine; for vast

Is its delight at very thought.

1202.Pains are off at the lover’s thought

In all aspects this love is sweet.

1203.To sneeze I tried hence but could not

Me he tried to think but did not.

1204.Have I a place within his heart ?

Ah from mine he will never depart.

1205.Shame ! My heart often he enters

Banning me entry into his.

1206.Beyond the thought of life with him

What else of life can I presume ?

1207.What will happen if I forget

When his memory burns my heart ?

1208. I bring him to ceaseless memory

He chides not; and thus honours me.

1209.Dear life ebbs away by thought

Of him who said we are one heart.

1210.Hail moon ! Set not so that I find

Him who left me but not my mind.



Thirukkural Couplets

122.  fdTepiy ciuj;jy;122.  fdTepiy ciuj;jy;122.  fdTepiy ciuj;jy;122.  fdTepiy ciuj;jy;122.  fdTepiy ciuj;jy;

fhjyh; J}njhL te;j fdtpDf;F
ahJnra; Ntd!nfhy; tpUe;J.              1211

faYz!fz! ahdpug;gj; JQ!rpw; fye;jhh;f;F
caYz!ik rhw;WNtd! kd!.              1212

edtpdhy; ey;fh jtiuf; fdtpdhy;
fhz!lypd! cz!nld! caph;.              1213

fdtpdhd! cz!lhFk; fhkk; edtpdhd!
ey;fhiu ehbj; juw;F.              1214

edtpdhy; fz!lJ}ck; Mq;Nf fdTe;jhd!
fz!l nghONj ,dpJ.              1215

edntd xd!wpy;iy ahapd! fdtpdhy;
fhjyh; ePq;fyh; kd!.                      1216

edtpdhy; ey;fhf; nfhbahh; fdtpdhy;
vd!vk;ikg; gPopg; gJ.               1217

JQ!Rq;fhy; Njhs!Nky uhfp tpopf;Fq;fhy;
neQ!rj;jh; Mth; tpiue;J.              1218

edtpdhy; ey;fhiu Nehth; fdtpdhy;
fhjyh;f; fhzh jth;.              1219

edtpdhy; ek;ePj;jhh; vd!gh; fdtpdhy;
fhzhh;nfhy; ,t;T+ uth;.              1220

CXXII.  DREAM VISIONS

SHE

1211. How shall I feast this dream-vision

That brings the beloved’s love-mission ?

1212. I beg these fish-like dark eyes sleep

To tell my lover how life I keep.

1213. In wakeful hours who sees me not

I meet in dreams and linger yet.

1214. In dreams I enjoy his love-bliss

Who in wakeful hours I miss.

1215.Dream-sight of him delights at once

Awake-what of seeing him - hence.

1216. If wakeful hours come to nought
My lov’r in dreams would nev’r depart.

1217.Awake he throws my overtures

Adream, ah cruel ! he tortures !

1218.Asleep he embraces me fast;

Awake he enters quick my heart.

1219. In dreams who don’t discern lovers

Rue their missing in wakeful hours.

1220.The townsmen say he left me thus

In dreams failing to see him close.



Thirukkural Couplets

123.  nghOJfz!L ,uq;fy;123.  nghOJfz!L ,uq;fy;123.  nghOJfz!L ,uq;fy;123.  nghOJfz!L ,uq;fy;123.  nghOJfz!L ,uq;fy;

khiyNah my;iy kze;jhh; capUz!Zk;
NtiyeP thop nghOJ.              1221

Gd!fz!iz thop kUs!khiy vk;Nfs!Nghy;
td!fz!z Njhepd! Jiz.              1222

gdpmUk;gpg; igjy;nfhs! khiy JdpmUk;gpj;
Jd!gk; tsu tUk;.              1223

fhjyh; ,y;top khiy nfhiyf;fsj;J
Vjpyh; Nghy tUk;.              1224

fhiyf;Fr; nra;jed!W vd!nfhy; vtd!nfhy;ahd!
khiyf;Fr; nra;j gif.                     1225

khiyNeha; nra;jy; kze;jhh; mfyhj
fhiy mwpe;jJ ,Nyd!.              1226

fhiy mUk;gpg; gfnyy;yhk; Nghjhfp
khiy kyUk;,e; Neha;.              1227

moy;NghYk; khiyf;Fj; J}jhfp Mad!
Foy;NghYk; nfhy;Yk; gil.                      1228

gjpkUz!L igjy; cof;Fk; kjpkUz!L
khiy glh;jUk; Ngho;J.              1229

nghUs!khiy ahsiu cs!sp kUs!khiy
khAk;vd! khah caph;.                                      1230

CXXIII.  EVENTIDE SIGH

SHE

1221.Bless you ! you are not eventide

But killing dart to wedded bride !

1222.Hail sad eventide dim and grim

Has your mate like mine, cruel whim !

1223.Wet eve came pale and trembling then

Now it makes bold with growing pain.

1224.Lover away, comes eventide

Like slayer to field of homicide.

1225.What good have I done to morning

And what evil to this evening ?

1226.Evening pangs I have not known

When my lord nev’r left me alone.

1227.Budding at dawn burgeoning all day

This disease blooms in evening gay.

1228.A deadly arm, this shepherd’s flute.

Hails flaming eve and slays my heart.

1229.Deluding eve if it prolongs

The whole town will suffer love-pangs.

1230.Thinking of him whose quest is wealth

My life outlives the twilight stealth.



Thirukkural Couplets

124.  cWg;Geyd! mopjy;124.  cWg;Geyd! mopjy;124.  cWg;Geyd! mopjy;124.  cWg;Geyd! mopjy;124.  cWg;Geyd! mopjy;

rpWik ekf;nfhopar; Nrl;nrd!whh; cs!sp
eWkyh; ehzpd fz!.              1231

eae;jth; ey;fhik nrhy;Yt NghYk;
gre;J gdpthUk; fz!.              1232

jze;jik rhy mwptpg;g NghYk;
kze;jehs! tPq;fpa Njhs!.              1233

gizePq;fpg; ige;njhb NrhUk; JizePq;fpj;
njhy;ftpd! thba Njhs!.              1234

nfhbahh; nfhLik ciuf;Fk; njhbnahL
njhy;ftpd! thba Njhs!.                     1235

njhbnahL Njhs!nefpo Nehty; mtiuf;
nfhbah; vdf;$wy; nehe;J.              1236

ghL ngWjpNah neQ!Nr nfhbahh;f;nfd!
thLNjhs! G+ry; ciuj;J.              1237

Kaq;fpa iffis Cf;fg; gre;jJ
ige;njhbg; Ngij Ejy;.              1238

Kaf;fpilj; jz!tsp Nghog; grg;Gw;w
Ngij ngUkiof; fz!.              1239

fz!zpd! grg;Ngh gUtuy; va;jpd!Nw
xz!Zjy; nra;jJ fz!L.                     1240

CXXIV.  LIMBS LANGUISH

MAID TELLS HER

1231.To lift from want he left me afar

His thought makes my eyes blush the flower.

1232.My pale tearful eyes betray

The hardness of my husband, away.

1233.These arms that swelled on nuptial day

Now shrunk proclaim “He is away”.

1234.Bracelets slip off the arms that have

Lost old beauty for He took leave.

1235.Bereft of bracelets and old beauty

Arms tell the cruel’s cruelty.

        SHE

1236.Arms thin, armlets loose make you call

My sire cruel; that pains my soul.

1237.Go and tell the cruel, O mind

Bruit ov’r my arms and glory find.

        HE

1238.The front of this fair one O paled

As my clasping arms loosed their hold.

1239.Cool breeze crept between our embrace

Her large rain-cloud-eyes paled at once.

1240.Pale eyes pained seeing the pallor

Of the bright forehead of this fair.
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125.  neQ!nrhL fpsj;jy;125.  neQ!nrhL fpsj;jy;125.  neQ!nrhL fpsj;jy;125.  neQ!nrhL fpsj;jy;125.  neQ!nrhL fpsj;jy;

epidj;njhd!W nrhy;yhNah neQ!Nr vidj;njhd!Wk;
vt;tNeha; jPh;f;Fk; kUe;J.              1241

fhjy; mthpy uhfeP NehtJ
Ngijik thopvd! neQ!R.              1242

,Ue;Js!sp vd!ghpjy; neQ!Nr ghpe;Js!sy;
igjy;Neha; nra;jhh;fz! ,y;.              1243

fz!Zk; nfhsr;Nrwp neQ!Nr ,itnad!idj;
jpd!Dk; mth;f;fhz Yw;W.              1244

nrw;wh nudf;if tply;cz!Nlh neQ!Nrahk;
cw;why; cwhm jth;.                     1245

fye;Jzh;e;Jk; fhjyh;f; fz!lhy; Gye;Jzuha;
ngha;f;fha;T fha;jpvd! neQ!R.              1246

fhkk; tpLxd!Nwh ehz!tpL ed!ndQ!Nr
ahNdh nghNwd!,t; tpuz!L.              1247

ghpe;jth; ey;fhnud!W Vq;fpg; gphpe;jth;
gpd!nry;tha; Ngijvd! neQ!R.              1248

cs!sj;jhh; fhj ytuhf cs!speP
ahUior; Nrwpvd! neQ!R.              1249

Jd!dhj; Jwe;jhiu neQ!rj;J cilNakh
,d!Dk; ,oj;Jk; ftpd!.              1250

CXXV.  SOLILOQUY

1241.Think of, O heart, some remedy

To cure this chronic malady.

1242.Bless O mind ! you pine in vain

For me he has no love serene.

1243.O mind, why pine and sit moody ?

Who made you so pale lacks pity.

1244.Take these eyes and meet him, O heart

Or their hunger will eat me out.

1245.He spurns our love and yet, O mind,

Can we desert him as unkind ?

1246.Wrath is false, O heart, face-to-face

Sans huff, you rush to his sweet embrace.

1247.Off with love O mind, or shame

I cannot endure both of them.

1248.Without pity he would depart !

You sigh and seek his favour, poor heart !

1249.The lover lives in Self you know;

Whom you think, mind, to whom you go?

1250.Without a thought he deserted us

To think of him will make us worse.
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126.  epiwaopjy;126.  epiwaopjy;126.  epiwaopjy;126.  epiwaopjy;126.  epiwaopjy;

fhkf; fzpr;rp cilf;Fk; epiwnad!Dk;
ehZj;jho; tPo;j;j fjT.              1251

fhk nkdxd!Nwh fz!zpd!nwd! neQ!rj;ij
ahkj;Jk; MSk; njhopy;.                        1252

kiwg;Ngd!kd! fhkj;ij ahNdh Fwpg;gpd!wpj;
Jk;ky;Nghy; Njhd!wp tpLk;.                    1253

epiwAilNad! vd!Ngd!kd! ahNdhvd! fhkk;
kiwapwe;J kd!W gLk;.                          1254

nrw;whh;gpd! nry;yhg; ngUe;jifik fhkNeha;
cw;whh; mwptnjhd!W md!W.                      1255

nrw;wth; gpd!Nrwy; Ntz!b mspj;jNuh
vw;nwd!id cw;w Jah;.              1256

ehnzd xd!Nwh mwpayk; fhkj;jhy;
Ngzpahh; ngl;g nrapd!.                     1257

gd!khaf; fs!td! gzpnkhop md!Nwhek;
ngz!ik  cilf;Fk; gil.              1258

Gyg;g nydr;nrd!Nwd! Gy;ypNdd! neQ!rk;
fyj;j YWtJ fz!L.              1259

epze;jPapd! ,l;ld!d neQ!rpdhh;f;F cz!Nlh
Gzh;e;J}b epw;Ngk; vdy;.              1260

CXXVI.  RESERVE LOST !

SHE

1251.Passion’s axe shall break the door

Of reserve bolted with my honour.

1252.The thing called lust is a heartless power

It sways my mind at midnight hour.

1253.How to hide this lust which shows

Itself while I sneeze unawares !

1254. I was proud of my sex-reserve

Lo lust betrays what I preserve.

1255.Dignity seeks not a deserter

But Love-sick is its innovator.

1256.O Grief, my deserter you seek

Of your caprice what shall I speak !

1257.When lover’s love does what it desires

We forget all shame unawares.

1258.The cheater of many wily arts

His tempting words break through women’s hearts

1259. In huff I went and felt at ease

Heart to heart in sweet embrace.

1260.To feign dislike is it not rare

For mates who melt like fat in fire ?
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CXXVI.  RESERVE LOST !

SHE

1251.Passion’s axe shall break the door

Of reserve bolted with my honour.

1252.The thing called lust is a heartless power

It sways my mind at midnight hour.

1253.How to hide this lust which shows

Itself while I sneeze unawares !

1254. I was proud of my sex-reserve

Lo lust betrays what I preserve.

1255.Dignity seeks not a deserter

But Love-sick is its innovator.

1256.O Grief, my deserter you seek

Of your caprice what shall I speak !

1257.When lover’s love does what it desires

We forget all shame unawares.

1258.The cheater of many wily arts

His tempting words break through women’s hearts

1259. In huff I went and felt at ease

Heart to heart in sweet embrace.

1260.To feign dislike is it not rare

For mates who melt like fat in fire ?

CXXVII.  MUTUAL YEARNING

SHE

1261.My eyes are dim lustre-bereft

Worn fingers count days since he left.

1262.Beauty pales and my bracelets slide;

Why not forget him now, bright maid ?

1263.Will as guide he went to win

Yet I live-to see him again.

1264.My heart in rapture heaves to see

His return with love to embrace me.

1265.Let me but gaze and gaze my spouse

Sallow on my soft shoulders flies.

1266.Let my spouse return just a day

Joy-drink shall drive my pain away.

1267. If my eye-like lord returneth

Shall I sulk or clasp or do both ?

HE

1268.May the king fight and win and give

And with my wife I will feast this eve !

1269.One day seems as seven to those

Who yearn return of distant spouse.

1270.When her heart is broken, what is

The good of meeting and love-embrace ?
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128.  Fwpg;gwpTWj;jy;128.  Fwpg;gwpTWj;jy;128.  Fwpg;gwpTWj;jy;128.  Fwpg;gwpTWj;jy;128.  Fwpg;gwpTWj;jy;

fug;gpDq; ifapfe; njhy;yhepd! cz!fz!
ciuf;f YWtnjhd!W cz!L.              1271

fz!epiwe;j fhhpiff; fhk;Ngh;Njhl; Ngijf;Fg;
ngz!epiwe;j ePh;ik nghpJ.              1272

kzpapy; jpfo;jU E}y;Nghy; kle;ij
mzpapy; jpfo;tnjhd!W cz!L.              1273

Kifnkhf;Fs! cs!sJ ehw;wk;Nghy; Ngij
eifnkhf;Fs! cs!snjhd!W cz!L.             1274

nrwpnjhb nra;jpwe;j fs!sk; cWJah;
jPh;f;Fk; kUe;njhd!W cilj;J.              1275

nghpjhw;wpg; ngl;gf; fyj;jy; mhpjhw;wp
md!gpd!ik  #o;tJ cilj;J.              1276

jz!ze; Jiwtd! jze;jik ek;kpDk;
Kd!dk; czh;e;j tis.              1277

neUew;Wr; nrd!whh;vk; fhjyh; ahKk;
vOehNsk; Nkdp gre;J.              1278

njhbNehf;fp nkd!NwhSk; Nehf;fp mbNehf;fp
m‡jhz!L mts!nra; jJ.              1279

ngz!zpdhy; ngz!ik cilj;njd!g fz!zpdhy;
fhkNeha; nrhy;yp ,uT.                     1280

CXXVIII.  FEELING SURMISED

HE TO HER

1271.You hide; but your painted eyes

Restraint off, report your surmise.

1272.With seemly grace and stem-like arms

The simple she has ample charms.

1273.Something shines through her jewelled charm

Like thread shining through wreathed gem.

1274.Like scent in bud secrets conceal

In the bosom of her half smile.

1275.The close-bangled belle’s hidden thought

Has a cure for my troubled heart.

SHE TO HER MAID

1276.His over-kind close embrace sooths;

But makes me feel, loveless, he parts.

1277.Quick, my bracelets read before

The mind of my lord of cool shore.

1278.My lover parted but yesterday;

With sallowness it is seventh day.

THE MAID TELLS HIM

1279.She views her armlets, her tender arms

And then her feet; these are her norms.

1280.To express love-pangs by eyes and pray

Is womanhood’s womanly way.
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129.  Gzh;r;rp tpJk;gy;129.  Gzh;r;rp tpJk;gy;129.  Gzh;r;rp tpJk;gy;129.  Gzh;r;rp tpJk;gy;129.  Gzh;r;rp tpJk;gy;

cs!sf; fspj;jYk; fhz kfpo;jYk;
fs!Sf;fpy; fhkj;jpw;F cz!L.              1281

jpidj;JizAk; Clhik Ntz!Lk; gidj;JizAk;
fhkk; epiwa thpd!.             1282

NgzhJ ngl;gNt nra;apDk; nfhz!fidf;
fhzhJ mikay fz!.             1283

Clw;fz! nrd!Nwd!kd! Njhop mJkwe;J
$lw;fz! nrd!wJvd! neQ!R.             1284

vOJq;fhy; Nfhy;fhzhf; fz!NzNghy; nfhz!fd!
gopfhNzd! fz!l tplj;J.             1285

fhZq;fhy; fhNzd! jtwha fhzhf;fhy;
fhNzd! jtwy; yit.             1286

ca;j;jy; mwpe;J Gdy;gha; gtNuNghy;
ngha;j;jy; mwpe;njd! Gye;J.             1287

,spj;jf;f ,d!dh nrapDk; fspj;jhh;f;Ff;
fs!sw;Nw fs!tepd! khh;G.             1288

kyhpDk; nky;ypJ fhkk; rpyh;mjd!
nrt;tp jiyg;gL thh;.             1289

fz!zpd! Jdpj;Nj fyq;fpdhs! Gy;Yjy;
vd!dpDk; jhd!tpJg; Gw;W.             1290

CXXIX.  LONGING FOR REUNION

SHE

1281.Rapture at thought and joy when seen

Belong to love and not to wine.

1282.When passion grows palmyra-tall

Sulking is wrong though millet-small.

1283.Though slighting me he acts his will

My restless eyes would see him still.

1284.Huff I would, maid, bit I forget;

And leap to embrace him direct.

1285.When close I see not lord’s blemish

Like eyes that see not painter’s brush.

1286.When he’s with me I see not fault

And nought but fault when he is not.

1287.To leap in stream which carries off

When lord is close to feign a huff.

1288.Like wine to addicts that does disgrace

Your breast, O thief, is for my embrace !

HE

1289.Flower-soft is love; a few alone

Know its delicacy so fine.

1290.She feigned dislike awhile but flew

Faster for embrace than I do.
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130.  neQ!nrhL Gyj;jy;130.  neQ!nrhL Gyj;jy;130.  neQ!nrhL Gyj;jy;130.  neQ!nrhL Gyj;jy;130.  neQ!nrhL Gyj;jy;

mth;neQ!R mth;f;fhjy; fz!Lk; vtd!neQ!Nr
ePvkf;F Mfh jJ.              1291

cwhm jth;f;fz!l fz!Zk; mtiur;
nrwhmnudr; Nrwpvd! neQ!R.              1292

nfl;lhh;f;F el;lhh;,y; vd!gNjh neQ!NreP
ngl;lhq;F mth;gpd! nryy;.              1293

,dpmd!d epd!ndhL #o;thh;ahh; neQ!Nr
Jdpnra;J Jt;tha;fhz! kw;W.              1294

ngwhmik mQ!Rk; ngwpd!gphpT mQ!Rk;
mwhm ,Lk;igj;njd! neQ!R.                 1295

jdpNa ,Ue;J epidj;jf;fhy; vd!idj;
jpdpa ,Ue;jJvd! neQ!R.              1296

ehZk; kwe;Njd! mth;kwf; fy;yhvd!
khzh klneQ!rpw; gl;L.              1297

vs!spd! ,spthk;vd!W vz!zp mth;jpwk;
cs!Sk; caph;f;fhjy; neQ!R.                    1298

Jd!gj;jpw;F ahNu Jizahthh; jhKila
neQ!rk; Jizay; top.              1299

jQ!rk; jkuy;yh; Vjpyhh; jhKila
neQ!rk; jkuy; top.                     1300

CXXX.  CHIDING THE HEART

SHE

1291.You see, his heart is his alone;

Why not my heart be all my own ?

1292.O heart, you see how he slights me

Yet you clasp him as if friendly.

1293.You follow him at will. Is it

“The fallen have no friends” my heart ?

1294.You won’t sulk first and then submit

Who will then consult you, my heart ?

1295.Frets to gain and fears loss in gain

O my heart suffers ceaseless pain.

1296.My itching mind eats me anon

As I muse on him all alone.

1297. I forget shame but not his thought

In mean foolish mind I’am caught.

1298.My heart living in love of him

Hails his glory ignoring blame.

HE

1299.Who will support a man in grief

If lover’s heart denies relief ?

1300.Why wonder if strangers disown

When one’s own heart is not his own ?
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131.  Gytp131.  Gytp131.  Gytp131.  Gytp131.  Gytp

Gy;yh jpuhmg; Gyj;ij mth;cWk;
my;yy;Neha; fhz!fk; rpwpJ.              1301

cg;gike; jw;why; Gytp mJrpwpJ
kpf;fw;why; ePs tply;.                             1302

mye;jhiu my;yy;Neha; nra;jw;why; jk;ikg;
Gye;jhiug; Gy;yh tply;.                        1303

Cb atiu czuhik thba
ts!sp Kjyhpe; jw;W.                             1304

eyj;jif ey;yth;f;F Vvh; Gyj;jif
G+md!d fz!zh ufj;J.              1305

JdpAk; GytpAk; ,y;yhapd! fhkk;
fdpAk; fUf;fhAk; mw;W.              1306

Clypd! cz!lhq;Nfhh; Jd!gk; Gzh;tJ
ePLt jd!Wnfhy; vd!W.              1307

Nehjy; vtd!kw;W nehe;jhnud!W m‡jwpAk;
fhjyh; ,y;yh top.              1308

ePUk; epoyJ ,dpNj GytpAk;
tPOeh; fz!Nz ,dpJ.              1309

Cly; czq;f tpLthNuhL vd!neQ!rk;
$LNtk; vd!gJ mth.              1310

CXXXI.  BOUDERIE

THE MAID TO THE MISTRESS

1301.Feign sulk; embrace him not so that

We can see his distress a bit.

1302.Sulking is the salt of love; but

Too much of it spoils the taste.

WIFE ADDRESSES HUSBAND

1303.To leave the sulker unembraced

Is to grieve the one solely grieved.

1304.To comfort not lady in pout

Is to cut the fading plant at root.

HE WITHIN HIMSELF

1305.Pouting of flower-eyed has

To pure good mates a lovely grace.

1306.Love devoid of frowns and pets

Misses its ripe and unripe fruits.

1307. “Will union take place soon or late?”

In lover’s pout this leaves a doubt.

1308.What’s the good of grieving lament

When conscious lover is not present ?

1309.Water delights in a shady grove

And sulking in souls of psychic love.

1310.My heart athirst would still unite

With her who me in sulking left !



Thirukkural Couplets

132.  Gytp EZf;fk;132.  Gytp EZf;fk;132.  Gytp EZf;fk;132.  Gytp EZf;fk;132.  Gytp EZf;fk;

ngz!zpayhh; vy;yhUk; fz!zpd! nghJcz!gh;
ez!Nzd! gue;jepd! khh;G.              1311

Cb apUe;Njkhj; Jk;kpdhh; ahk;jk;ik
ePLtho; nfd!ghf;F mwpe;J.              1312

Nfhl;Lg;G+r; #bDk; fhAk; xUj;jpiaf;
fhl;ba #bdPh; vd!W.              1313

ahhpDk; fhjyk; vd!Nwdh Cbdhs!
ahhpDk; ahhpDk; vd!W.              1314

,k;ikg; gpwg;gpy; gphpayk; vd!Nwdhf;
fz!zpiw ePh;nfhz! lds!.              1315

cs!spNdd! vd!Nwd!kw;W vd!kwe;jPh; vd!nwd!idg;
Gy;yhs! Gyj;jf; fds!.              1316

tOj;jpdhs! Jk;kpNd dhf mopj;jOjhs!
ahUs!spj; Jk;kpdPh; vd!W.              1317

Jk;Kr; nrWg;g mOjhs! Ekh;cs!sy;
vk;ik kiwj;jpNuh vd!W.              1318

jd!id czh;j;jpDk; fhAk; gpwh;f;FePh;
,e;ePuh; MFjph; vd!W.              1319

epidj;jpUe;J Nehf;fpDk; fhAk; midj;JePh;
ahUs!sp Nehf;fpdPh; vd!W.                     1320

CXXXII.  FEIGNED ANGER

SHE

1311. I shrink to clasp your bosom lewd

To the gaze of all ladies exposed.

1312.He sneezed while we went on sulking

Expecting me to say “live long!”

HE

1313. “For which lady?” she wildly cries

While I adorn myself with flowers.

1314. “I love you more than all” I said

“Than whom, than whom?” she sulked and chid

1315. “In this life we won’t part” I told

Her eyes at once with tears were filled.

1316. I said “I thought of you” She left

Her embrace crying “Oft you forget”.

1317. I sneezed; she blessed; then changed and wept

“You sneezed now at which lady’s thought?”

1318. I repressed sneeze; She wept crying

“Your thoughts from me you are hiding”.

1319. I try to coax her and she remarks

“Your coaxing others thus this marks”.

1320. I think and gaze at her; she chides;

“On whom your thought just now abides?”
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133.  ClYtif133.  ClYtif133.  ClYtif133.  ClYtif133.  ClYtif

,y;iy jtwth;f;F MapDk; CLjy;
ty;yJ mth;mspf;F khW.              1321

Clypy; Njhd!Wk; rpWJdp ey;ysp
thbDk; ghL ngWk;.              1322

Gyj;jypd! Gj;Njs!ehL cz!Nlh epyj;njhL
ePhpiae; jd!dh ufj;J.              1323

Gy;yp tplhmg; GytpAs! Njhd!Wnkd!
cs!sk; cilf;Fk; gil.              1324

jtwpy uhapDk; jhk;tPo;thh; nkd!Nwhs!
mfwyp dhq;nfhd!W cilj;J.              1325

czypDk; cz!lJ mwy;,dpJƒ fhkk;
Gzh;jypd! Cly; ,dpJ.              1326

Clypy; Njhw;wth; ntd!whh; mJkd!Dk;
$lypy; fhzg; gLk;.              1327

Cbg; ngUFtq; nfhy;Nyh Ejy;ntah;g;gf;
$lypy; Njhd!wpa cg;G.                          1328

CLf kd!Ndh xspapio ahk;,ug;g
ePLf kd!Ndh ,uh.              1329

CLjy; fhkj;jpw;F ,d!gk; mjw;fpd!gk;
$b Kaq;fg; ngwpd!.                     1330

CXXXIII.  SULKING CHARM

SHE

1321.He is flawless; but I do pout

So that his loving ways show out.

1322.Fading first, love blooms and outlives

The petty pricks that pouting gives.

1323. Is there a heaven like sulk beneath

Of hearts that join like water and earth ?

1324. In long pout after embrace sweet

A weapon is up to break my heart.

HE

1325.Though free from faults, one feels the charms

Of feigned release from lover’s arms.

1326.Sweeter than meal is digestion

And sulk in love than union.

1327.The yielder wins in lover’s pout

Reunited joy brings it out.

1328.Shall not our pouting again give

The dew-browed joy of joint love ?

1329.Sulk on O belle of shining jewels !

Prolong O night ! our delight swells !

1330.Bouderie is lovers’ delight

Its delight grows when they unite.

THE HOLY KURAL ENDS.
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THIRUKKURAL - VERSE TRANSLATION

DIFFICULT WORDS IN ENGLISH VERSES

EXPLAINED

Kural No. Difficult word    Explanation

      3 florid    greatly adorned with flowers

      6 singed    burnt

    20 sans    without

    22 con    study

    29 transient    momentary; of short duration

    55 spouse    husband

    59 cuckold    husband of unfaithful wife

    59 gait    manner of walking

    59 detractors    those who depreciate, reduce the

   credit due to

    75 psychic    of the soul or mind

    78 bereft    robbed of, dispossessed of

    82 albeit    though

    88 loathe    dislike greatly

   116 perdition    eternal death, damnation

   121 hades    hell, the unseen world

   131 decorum    propriety of conduct, decency

   133 anomaly    irregularity, deviation for rule

   142 boor    clumsy or ill-bred fellow, peasant

   150 behest    command

   151 revilers    those who speak with scorn, with

   contempt

   151 integrity    purity, uprightness, honesty,

   soundness, wholeness

   157 wanton    unrestrained, cruel

   163 caitiff    base, despicable, cowardly

   189 rants    declaims, talks noisily

   190 scan    examine closely

   191 banal    trivial, commonplace

   211 recompense    reward, requite

   216 teeming    abundant

   226 gnawing    wasting, torturing, consuming

   236 vaunt    boast, brag

   240 blemish    stain, flaw

   243 gruesome    fearful, horrible

   251 gourmand    gluttonous

   262 penitents    repentant sinners

   263 austere    stern, stringently moral, severely

   simple

   264 foil    beat off, repulse, frustrate, spoil

Ch. 28 imposture    fraudulent deception

   277 hue    colour, tint

   285 waylay    lie in wait for, to rob

   289 perfidy    treachery, breach of faith

   289 pilfery    petty theft

   301 futile    useless, unavailing

   306 barge    boat

   312 malice    active ill-will, desire to tease

   329 carrion    dead putrefying flesh

   329 bizarre    mixed in style, half barbaric

   333 benumbs    becomes insensible, becomes

   paralyzed

   335 hiccough    hiccup, an involuntary spasm of the

   respiratory organs

   350 anon    in one instant, immediately

   359 thralldom    slavery, bondage

   370 insatiate    never satisfied

   383 adjuncts    accompaniments (to, of)

   401 loreless    lacking learning

   413 oblations    things offered to God, sacrifice

   424 comprehend    understand, grasp mentally
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   432 blemishes    stains, flaws

   447 reprove    rebuke, chide

   457 fosters    promotes

Ch. 47 deliberation    weighing in mind, careful

   consideration

   469 attune    to arrange fitly

   469 feud    lasting mutual hostility

   470 reproachfulness censure, rebuke

   470 uncomely    unpleasant

   470 mess    dirty or untidy state of things

   472 hampers    hinders, obstructs, impedes

   474 brags    indulges in boastful talk

   476 rips    tears, cuts, splits

   481 quell    suppress, crush, overcome

   482 bon    good

   485 unruffled    calm, unmoved

   486 stalwarts    strong, resolute persons

   492 prowess    valour, bravery, daring

   494 baffled    checked or made ineffectual, disgraced

   500 tusker    elephant, with developed tusks

   500 quagmire    marsh, boggy ground

   506 affine    a relation by marriage, a connection

   510 entail    necessitate, involve

Ch. 53 cherishing    holding dear, tenderly caring for

  535 rue    repent, feel sorry for

   539 deludes    cheats, deceives, beguiles

   555 file    reduce

   564 dwindled    declined, reduced

   565 ghoul    an evil spirit

   567 corrode    eat into, gnaw away, destroy

    gradually

   569 betimes    in short time, speedily

   570 uncouth    uncultured, unpleasant

   580 hemlock    a poisonous potion

   590 divulge    to make public, to reveal

   591 lethargy    dullness, heavy unnatural slumber

   592 psychic    spiritual

   599 quails    cowers, fails in spirit

   599 assails    leaps upon or at, attacks

   610 en masse    in a mass or body, all at once

   611 frustrate    baffled, defeated

   614 eunuch    a castrated male person

Ch. 63 mishaps    evil happening, bad luck

   622 deluging    flooding, overflowing

   626 gloat    to view with a wicked joy

   628 norm    a rule or authoritative standard

   634 sift    examine closely, scrutinize carefully

   643 averse    having disinclination

   645 untoward    unseemly, improper, unfavourable

   647 puissant    mighty, powerful

   648 astute    subtle, sagacious

   652 eschew    avoid, shun

   656 denounced    accused publicly

   665 dynamic    active, potent, energetic

  667 linchpin    pin passed through axle-end to keep

   wheel on

Ch.  69 embassy    the function or position of an

   ambassador, the ambassador and his

   retinue.

   705 descry    to discover by observation

   708 suffice    be enough for, satisfy

   711 adapt    fit, suit

   713 unversed    unskilled, inexperienced

   725 retort    repay, pay back, to say by

   way of reply

   742 paramount    superior
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   745 impregnable    that cannot be taken by arms, able

   to hold out against all attacks

   745 cosy    snug, comfortable, sheltered

   752 despise    scorn, disdain, to look down upon

   756 escheats    lapsing of  land to the crown

   756 derelicts    forsaken or abandoned things

   759 insolence    arrogance

   760 abundant    plentiful, more than enough

   763 whiff    a slight puff or gust of wind, a breath

   764 routed    compelled to flee in disorder

   764 marred    spoiled, injured, impaired

   765 rallied    reunited or reassembled for

   concentrated action

   768 fray    attack, assault

   769 aversion    estrangement, hatred

   771 repose    rest

   790 mar    hinder, stop, interrupt

   801 amity    friendship, friendliness

   808 fast    steady, close

   808 list    listen, listen to

   812 fawn    cringe, behave servilely

   820 revile    abuse, call by ill names

   821 anvil    block(usu..iron) on which

   smith works metal

   822 fickle    inconstant, changeable

   828 lurking    hidden

   829 cajole    persuade or soothe by flattery, deceit

   832 lewd    base, worthless

   833 callous    unfeeling, insensible

   834 spurns    repels, thrusts back, rejects with

   disdain, treats with contempt

   844 sagacity    wisdom, shrewdness

   857 ruth    pity, compassion

   858 fomenting    fostering, instigating, stimulating

   859 recedes    shrinks back, withdraws

   867 oddity    strangeness, queerness

   906 douce    gentle, sweet, pleasant

   916 vaunting    boasting, arrogant, bragging

   918 sirens    fabulous monsters, part woman, part

   bird who lure sailors to destruction

   by their song

   921 addicts    those habituated to excessive use of

   a drug or the like

   925 rank    strongly marked, gross

   929 raving    wildly talking

   936 ogress    man-eating giantess

   958 pedigree    ancestral line

  977 opulence    wealth, riches, abundance

   977 insolence    arrogance

   989 aeons    eternity, unmeasurable periods

   996 crumbles    breaks, falls into crumbs,

   or fragments

   997 indocile    rough

 1000 churlish    ill-bread, niggardly

 1006 slur    blame, stigma

 1007 spinster-belle    unmarried handsome woman

 1009 usurp    seize, assume wrongfully

 1014 swagger    bluff, talk boastfully

 1019 lapse    slip, fall, decline

 1034 umbra    shadow

 1048 pester    trouble, plague

 1060 scowl    look sour, wear sullen look, frown

   ill-temperedly

 1071 sham    imposture, pretence, humbug

 1095 askance    sideways

 1112 dismayed    discouraged, disheartened
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 1131 recourse    resorting or betaking of oneself to

   possible source of help

 1161 writhing    twisting

Ch. 108 wistful    affected with unsatisfied desire

 1171 malady    ailment, disease

 1181 pallid    pale

 1182 pallor    paleness

 1187 nonce    present occasion, time being

 1190 deride    laugh to scorn

 1195 requite    give in return

 1196 poises    balances

 1198 dotes    bestows one's affections

 1209 ebbs    decays, declines

 1213 linger    drag on a feeble existence

 1217 overtures    proposals, offers

Ch. 123 eventide    evening

 1224 homicide    killing of human being

 1226 pangs    pains, mental sufferings

 1227 burgeoning    beginning to grow

Ch. 124 languish    grow feeble, lose vitality

 1255 innovator    one who makes changes

 1256 caprice    fancy, freak

 1259 huff    fit of petulance, a gust of anger or

   annoyance

 1264 rapture    mental transport, ecstatic delight

 1265 sallow    of sickly yellow or pale brown colour

 1267 sulk    be sullen, morose,  be unsociable

   from resentment

Ch. 128 surmised    conjectured, inferred, suspected

 1272 seemly    decent, decorous, becoming

 1279 norms    standards, types, patterns

 1295 frets    chafes, distresses oneself with regret

   or discontent, shows angry impatience

 1296 itching    hankering, restlessly desiring

 1296 muse    ponder, reflect

 1298 hails    greets, salutes

Ch. 131 bouderie    pouting

 1301 pout    show displeasure

 1313 repressed    checked, restrained, put down

*****


